
  eBoot - December 2014 !
  This month’s edition includes: 
•Two national Ramblers consultations 
•2015 walking trip - northern Dales 
•Saturday walks 
•Bristol Walking Festival 
•Notices 
•Forthcoming walks 
•Commercial corner !

Join us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
bristolramblersgroup/  !
A Merry Christmas to all our readers! !
Two national Ramblers consultations !
The next ten years for the Ramblers. The Board of Trustees, who are 
responsible for running the Ramblers across Great Britain, have put 
together a proposal for a new vision of what we want to achieve over the 
next ten years. This is based on conversations with walkers, which you 
may have read about in Walk magazine. !
You can find the proposals for a new vision for the Ramblers, which 
contains the link to the survey, on our website www.ramblers.org.uk/
goallout. !
If you can’t access this document or the survey please email 
vision@ramblersceo.zendesk.com. !
A new governance approach for the Ramblers. A group of volunteers 
– the governance working group - was asked to review the way the 
Ramblers governance structure works, after a motion was passed at 
General Council 2013. The working group has compiled some proposals 
that they would like our feedback on. !
The working group would like to stress that these are ideas only. A final 
proposal will be submitted to the Board of Trustees early next year, with a 
view to changes coming to the General Council in 2015. 
You can find the proposals for a new governance structure, which contains 
the link to the survey, on our website: www.ramblers.org.uk/governance. 
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If you can’t access this document or the survey please email 
governance@ramblersceo.zendesk.com. !
The Group’s Committee has discussed the governance proposals. We 
would urge you all to respond. The Committee’s response will be posted 
on the Group’s website, but headline messages are: 
•we welcome the proposed flexibility for Groups to decide which aspects 

of the Ramblers’ mission they want to be involved in. As a large Group, 
the Bristol Group has been actively involved in a wide range of Ramblers 
activities, but we recognise that smaller Groups may not find it possible 
to do this; 

•a corollary of this is that there is a coordinating role for the Area to 
identify any gaps in coverage, and to try to ensure that they are filled; 

•Area boundaries should as far as possible reflect strategic planning 
areas, to facilitate coordinated input to land use and transport planning; 

•we are opposed to the distinction between ‘active’ and ‘non-active’ 
members. Members’ activity may vary over time, and our view is that 
the Group remains as good a vehicle for communication with members 
as any; 

•we are concerned that the proposed greater flexibility to create new 
groups may not achieve the objective of maximising the number of 
Ramblers members. Groups should respond flexibly to their members’ 
needs, but if members are dissatisfied we think it unlikely that they 
would want to create new structures within the Ramblers, which would 
potentially create funding complications; 

•we welcome the proposal for direct elections to the national Board, to 
strengthen the connection between individual members and the national 
organisation. !

Note that a Bristol Ramblers Group survey will be circulated with the 
next walks programme. So put your thinking cap on and be prepared to 
let us know what you like about the Group and what could be improved. !
Northern Dales - 6-12 June 2015  !
6 days walking in Northern Dales based on Graham Hoyle’s walks, to see 
the Dales at the peak of their spring glory.  !
June 6-10 based in Hawes: walks will start at Hardraw Old School 
Bunkhouse, but participants are free to arrange alternative 
accommodation in the area.  
June 10-12 based in Grinton: walks will start at the Dales Bike Centre, 
Fremington, but again participants can arrange alternative 
accommodation.  
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The walks will range from 9-11 miles, but can be shortened by using 
public transport near half way points. 
  
Contact Margrid Schindler on 01179747193 or mobile 07910963282. !
Saturday walks !
After five years of stirling service as coordinator, Gill Davies is standing 
down. If you could step into Gill’s shoes, please contact 
chair@bristolramblers.org.uk.  !
Bristol Walking Festival !
Planning for the 2015 Festival is underway. If you could spare some time 
over the winter months to help with the preparation and administration, 
please contact eileenbartlett65@gmail.com. The Festival organisers have very 
limited resources, and we would be very grateful for assistance with such 
tasks as: 
• providing continuity of contact with a limited number of individuals/

groups who might organise walks, encouraging them to submit 
proposals (January), liaising with them to ensure that the right 
paperwork is produced (February/March), chasing up feedback/
information after the walk (May/June); 

• face-to-face distribution of programmes, probably in central Bristol 
(April); 

• participating in a launch walk (24 April). !
Notices !
Skittles evening - Friday 5 December 
Following last year’s very enjoyable inaugural, there will be a skittles 
evening/social at the Duke of York, St Werburghs.  !
Tickets are still available, at £5, from Christine Bowen 
(christine.bowen@ymail.com, 07532070499). American supper (bring a dish to 
share). Proceeds to Longtown Mountain Rescue. !
Avon Area AGM 
The Avon Area AGM will be held on the 7 February at the Fry Club, 
Keynsham. There will be a pre-meeting walk - details to follow. 
  
People are welcome from 12:30 when a light buffet lunch and beverages 
will be available. The official meeting will start at 13:30. The guest 
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speaker is a trustee from Rambler's central office, Richard Truman. 
Richard will be talking about the the Ramblers Governance plans.  !
Forthcoming walks !
Full details of the walks programme are in the published programme and 
on the website. Further information about some walks is set out below. !
7 December - Darren Rocks (hill walk, 13 miles) 
Anna Kulisa writes: ‘those who have been with Bristol Ramblers for longer 
than I care to think will know that this is one of my perennial challenging 
hill walks for one of  the shortest days of the year. It is short, sharp 13 
miles with 3800 feet of ascent and requires a good pace in order to get 
back in daylight (which we usually do). We start at Llanthony Priory, 
ascend to Bal Mawr and then descend steeply to contour under the ridge 
before reaching the Blacksmith's  Anvil. After dropping down to Capel y 
ffin we climb up to Hatterall Ridge, descend again down a spectacular 
track for an optional scramble up Darren Rocks before doing another 
sharp up and over the ridge back to the Priory. Please make sure you 
bring  your torch!’ 
  
13 December - Frome Valley/Old Sodbury (Saturday walk, 5.5 
miles)  
Morning walk from the Dog Public House on the A432 in Old Sodbury. 
Mostly level and at a gentle pace. About half is along the Frome Valley 
Walkway (path following the River Frome), the rest on lanes and paths. 
  
Please do not park in the pub car park - we have permission to use the 
Village Hall car park, which is on the right off the turning opposite the 
Dog, and slightly towards Bristol. !
14 December - Chew Valley (B walk, 5 miles) 
This walk will precede our Christmas lunch in Chew Magna, but you are 
welcome to join us for the walk, even if you are not eating. Meet at the 
public car park behind the Pelican pub at about 11am for the walk. We 
have followed the same route on a summer's evening, but it may look 
very different on a mid-December morning. We head out of the village, 
across the fields, passing close by the Pony and Trap pub, up Knowle Hill 
for a great view, then to Chew Valley Lake and back through Chew 
Magna, with an appetite, we hope. !
17 December - Marlborough Downs (mid-week A walk, 14 miles) 
Starting at Barbary Castle Country Park (GR SU155760 Exp 157), this is 
an elevated walk with fine views around the Marlborough Downs, the 
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latter half following a section of the Ridgeway. At some point in the day 
we will have a break at Avebury. !
21 December - the famous Solstice Stomp (A walk, 17 miles) 
This year’s Solstice Stomp starts from the Clifton end of the Suspension 
Bridge at 8am sharp so that we are walking before sunrise. Please ensure 
that you arrive in good time ready to walk. The morning route meanders 
through Leigh Woods and then the gently undulating and attractive North 
Somerset countryside. There are plenty of paths which are new to the 
Stomp as well as some old favourites. After 10 miles or so there will be a 
welcome lunch stop at the excellent Old Barn at Wraxall. The return route 
is more direct and includes part of the Tyntesfield estate, the Failand area 
and a section of the Ashton Court estate. We shall return across the 
Suspension Bridge when the sun is safely below the western horizon and 
then climb to the viewpoint by the Observatory where we can exchange 
festive wishes before going our separate ways. !
28 December - Westbury-Purdown (B walk, 11miles) 
Eaten too much turkey? Not had enough exercise? Then join Ann Light for 
this walk - meeting at Great George Street at 09.15 with a short drive to 
the car park at Westbury on Trym  (Primary Care Centre). The route is 
taken from the Bristol Backs book. Discover how much green space Bristol 
has and how all the areas are joined - Westbury on Trym, Badocks Wood, 
the River Trym, Southmead, Filton, Purdown, St Werburghs, St Andrews, 
Bishopston, Golden Hill and back to Westbury on Trym. Bring a packed 
lunch: drinks should be available at the Farm Pub in St Werburghs.  !
Members may be interested to know that Alan Burton asked that a Walk 
be established in his memory. After taking advice, it has been decided 
that this walk (No 27 in Bristol Backs, designed by Alan) was most 
suitable. The walk would be set up by Ramblers HQ and we are currently 
liaising with them.   !
4 January - Compton Dando (A walk, 14 miles) 
Pensford-Hunstrete-Stantonbury Hill-Compton Dando (lunch/pub)-Lord’s 
Wood. Attractive agricultural and woodland scenery on Bristol’s doorstep. !
4 January - Penn Hill (B walk, 11 miles) 
Starting from Pen Hill (The Mendip Transmitter), Martin Summerell’s walk 
will descend to the city of Wells for an urban coffee stop. Then it's on to 
the village of Wookey before ascending Ebor Gorge. After a longer than 
usual morning, circa 7 miles, the pub stop/lunch is in Priddy (the highest 
village on the Mendips ). A short gentle afternoon (4 miles) will see us 
back to the start. 
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!
10 January - Clevedon coastal path (Saturday walk, 5 miles) 
The walk begins at Clevedon Pier at 10.15am. This slightly later time is to 
fit in with recent changes in bus timetables. !
The route takes us along the coast towards Weston until we reach the 
point where further progress is blocked. We then circle inland until we join 
the Blind Yeo and return to the seafront, taking a slightly differeent route 
back to Clevedon. Most of the walk other than the section along the Blind 
Yeo is on hard surfaces so, even in January, mud should not be a 
problem. On returning to Clevedon, lunch, if desired,can be taken at a 
variety of food outlets. !
11 January - hills around Wooton (A walk, 14 miles) 
Nigel Andrews’s walk offers participants a chance to hone their hill fitness 
after any excesses of the festive season. The climbs include Coombe Hill, 
Uley Bury, Cam Long Down, Stinchcombe Hill and the ascent to the 
monument above North Nibley. None of these climbs is particularly long 
and there is attractive valley scenery to enjoy as well. Our lunch stop will 
be in Dursley with the opportunity to visit the Old Spot. Regulars on this 
walk will be aware that the steepest climb of the day comes immediately 
after the pub! !
14 January - Roundway Down (mid-week A walk, 14 miles) 
One white horse, a monument to a professor of anatomy/author of the 
world’s first book of economic statistics/first modern western designer of 
catamarans (all one man!), and the site of the battle of Roundway Down 
(1643). Following the battle of Lansdowne, William Waller’s 
Parliamentarians were reinforced from Bristol, but they were routed by 
Lord Wilmot’s cavalry at Roundway Down. !
18 January - Backwell to Winford (B walk, 11 miles) 
Note that this walk replaces the Strawberry Line walk in the programme. !
Details of walk updates are given on the website home page.  If a walk 
leader needs to update information for a walk, please send the details to 
Tony Kerr or to committee members Tony, Carew, Eileen, Susan or Wendy. !
Commercial corner  !
Ramblers Holidays (and Ramblers Holidays Worldwide) is the Ramblers 
holiday walking partner. If you book a holiday with Ramblers Holidays, 
this Group will receive a contribution if you let them know that you are a 
Bristol Ramblers member (£10 for UK holidays, £20 for short haul, £30 
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for long haul). See www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/
thewalkingpartnership. !
Note that this has no impact on the price you pay for the holiday. !
Most outdoor gear shops offer discounts to Ramblers members. Cotswold 
Outdoor is the Ramblers national sponsor, and their discount is 15%. 
Taunton Leisure sponsor this local Group, and also offer 15% discounts, 
rising to 20% at their regular special events, the next of which will be on  
4 December.  !
The Mountain Warehouse branches at Cheddar Garden Centre and 
Sanders Garden Centre (Brent Knoll) are holding a Ramblers Evening on 4 
December, with an extra 20% off most items in store: 
MW within Cheddar Garden Centre, 3pm to 8pm 
MW within Sanders Garden Centre, Brent Knoll, 3pm to 6pm !

!  !!!
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