
  eBoot - November 2014 !
  This month’s edition includes: 
•Skittles evening 
•Christmas lunches 
•Walking trips - 2015 
•Saturday walks 
•Bristol Walking Festival 
•AGM 
•National Ramblers 

• Notices 
• Forthcoming walks 
• Commercial corner !

Join us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
bristolramblersgroup/  !!
Skittles evening - Friday 5 December !
Following last year’s very enjoyable inaugural, there will be a skittles 
evening/social at the Duke of York, St Werburghs.  !
Tickets £5, available from Christine Bowen (christine.bowen@ymail.com, 
07532070499). American supper (bring a dish to share), proceeds to 
Longtown Mountain Rescue. !
Christmas lunches !
The B walkers’ Christmas walk and lunch will be on 14 December. 
We hope lots of people will come along for Paula's walk.  A £5 deposit is 
required to book the lunch: please give your deposit to Jill Bird on any 
Sunday or send a cheque to 16 Lynmouth Road, Bristol BS2 9YH by the 
end of November. If you do not pay a deposit, you can chance it on the 
day and turn up, but your meal will not be booked. 
The menu will be announced nearer the time. !
The Wednesday walkers’ Christmas walk and lunch will be on 17 
December. Details from parry.julie@gmail.com or 
margaretpostelthwaite@hotmail.com - orders by the end of November. !
Walking trips - 2015 !
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Cotswold Way !
Tony Carter will be leading a series of linear walks in 2015 to cover the 
entire Cotswold Way, from Chipping Campden to Bath. This will take 7 
days, the first three of which will be over the early May Bank Holiday of 
Saturday 2nd, Sunday 3rd and Monday 4th. The remaining four days will 
be the Sundays of 21st June, 20th September, 18th October and 15th 
November. The length and pace of the days will be equivalent to A walks. 
If you are interested, please contact Tony Carter on 9799320 by 30 
November for further information. !
Northern Dales - 6-12 June 2015  !
6 days walking in Northern Dales based on Graham Hoyle’s walks, to see 
the Dales at the peak of their spring glory.  !
June 6-10 based in Hawes: walks will start at Hardraw Old School 
Bunkhouse, but participants are free to arrange alternative 
accommodation in the area.  
June 10-12 based in Grinton: walks will start at the Dales Bike Centre, 
Fremington, but again participants can arrange alternative 
accommodation.  
The walks will range from 9-11 miles, but can be shortened by using 
public transport near half way points. 
  
Contact Margrid Schindler on 01179747193 or mobile 07910963282. !
Saturday walks !
After five years of stirling service as coordinator, Gill Davies is standing 
down. If you could step into Gill’s shoes, please contact 
chair@bristolramblers.org.uk.  !
Bristol Walking Festival !
Planning for the 2015 Festival is underway. If you could spare some time 
over the winter months to help with the preparation and administration, 
please contact eileenbartlett65@gmail.com. !
AGM !
The Group’s AGM took place on 22 October. The Committee for 2014/15 
was elected, as per the nominations in the latest programme. Stephen 
Draper is the new chair. 

!  2

mailto:chair@bristolramblers.org.uk


!
The guest speaker, local farmer Richard Cornock, gave a very amusing 
and informative account of ‘a year on a dairy farm’. !
National Ramblers !
Information about national Ramblers campaigns is at http://
www.ramblers.org.uk/campaign-with-us.aspx.  !
A major success was the recent Government announcement that the 
England Coast path will be complete by 2020. You can help to keep up the 
pressure by signing the e-petition on the national website. !
Another current priority is the Branching Out campaign for improved 
access to woodland. The national website gives details of how you can 
lobby your MP. !
Notices !
Early in October, we received the sad news of the death of David 
Waterstone. David was a former chair of the Avon Area Council, and was, 
among other things, the driving force behind the creation of the Area’s 
footpath maintenance teams. His vision, drive, pragmatism and sense of 
humour will all be greatly missed. !
Grow Wild 
A substantial Big Lottery grant will be allocated on a public vote. There is 
a Bristol Project on the short list, The People’s Plant Collection. The 
flagship project would be the Cumberland Piazza (transforming the 
derelict space under the Cumberland Basin Flyover). !
You can cast your vote at http ://vote  .  growwilduk  .  com/, but be quick 
because voting ends on 4 November. You can read more about the 
project at www.bristolzoo.org.uk/grow-wild-bristol-needs-you. !
Walking on Harbourside 
A planning application has been submitted for changes to the walkway 
and cycle route at Junction Lock near The Pump House. Opinions are 
divided over this, because of the potential for pedestrian/cyclist conflict: 
you can examine the details and submit comments at http://
planningonline.bristol.gov.uk/online. !
Bristol Civic Society annual ‘big event’ - Making Bristol’s Streets 
Special, 25 November 
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The Civic Society's annual 'big event' will this year ask the question ‘how 
can we make Bristol’s streetscape special?’ The four speakers will be: 
Allison Dutoit, Jan Gehl Architects; Paul Appleby, Chair of Creative Sector 
Group, West of England Local Enterprise Partnership and director of VID 
Communications; Ian Barrett, Sustrans Regional Director and chair of 
Bristol Green Capital’s Transport Action Group; and Barra MacRuairi, 
Strategic Director for Place, Bristol City Council.  !
This should be of interest to all who walk in the city. The event is free and 
will start at 7.30pm at the Arnolfini. !
John Muir Trust 
The John Muir Trust’s Southern Members’ Gathering will take place in 
Bristol in November. There will be a Wild Bristol Walk on the morning of 
Sunday 16 November. For details, see southernmembersgroup@jmt.org or 
contact angelastansbie@btinternet.com. !
Avon Area AGM 
The Avon Area AGM will be held on the 7 February at the Fry Club, 
Keynsham. There will be a pre-meeting walk - details to follow. 
  
People are welcome from 12:30 when a light buffet lunch and beverages 
will be available. The official meeting will start at 13:30. The guest 
speaker is a trustee from Rambler's central office, Richard Truman. 
Richard will be talking about the the Ramblers Governance plans.  !
Nightwalks with teenagers 
Something different. The 2015 In Between Time festival will include this 
performance/activity, 13-15 February. For details, see www.ibt15.co.uk/
nightwalks-with-teenagers/. !
Forthcoming walks !
Full details of the walks programme are in the published programme and 
on the website. Further information about some walks is set out below. !
1 November - Around Nailsea (Saturday walk, 5/6 miles)  
Sheila Dixon will lead this level walk around Nailsea. There are pubs and 
cafes close to finish. !
2 November – Priston Twenty Years On (B Walk, 11 miles)  
Clive Richardson writes: ‘On November 6th 1994 I attended my first walk 
with the Bristol Ramblers. It was entitled ‘Newton St Lowe’ and was led by 
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Lorraine Orriss. To commemorate this anniversary, I am leading a walk 
attempting to replicate the same route. No doubt all would agree that 
after 20 years of walking and leading with the Bristol Ramblers I look the 
same as I did on that day in November 1994!’ !
5 November - Portishead to Clevedon (Wednesday walk, 6 
miles) 
Initially, Reg Lonergan’s walk follows the coastal path, enjoying 
some fine views across the channel. It then climbs up to a wooded 
path which runs through to Walton Common and the village of 
Walton in Gordano. We then head towards Walton Castle and the 
seafront at Clevedon. !
8 November - Cadbury Camp (Saturday walk, 4 miles) 
Margaret Blake writes: “This walk takes us over fields to a stream with a 
mill.  I have seen a kingfisher here once. There is one steep climb up to 
Cadbury Camp, hopefully with good views across to Steepholm. The lane 
along the Tickenham ridge has a mixture of large houses in varied 
architectural styles. We descend through woodland with, probably, 
autumn colours.” !
10am start. Parking is limited in the lay-by opposite Tickenham Church 
but there are spaces along Church Road. !
9 November - Midford and South Stoke (A walk, 14 miles) 
Nigel Andrews will lead this outing around the undulating countryside 
south of Bath. It starts from just outside Hinton Charterhouse and 
includes Freshford, the Dundas aqueduct, part of the Bath Skyline Walk 
and a lunch stop at Midford. The afternoon sees us climbing to South 
Stoke prior to our return to Hinton Charterhouse by way of Combe Hay. 
Hopefully we shall enjoy vivid autumn colours as well as attractive 
villages and some transport and industrial history. !
12 November - Spaniorum Hill (Wednesday walk, 5/6 miles) 
Peter Gould will lead this linear walk from the Lamb and Flag on the 
approach to the ghastly Cribbs. Crossing the Zoo’s Hollywood estate (still 
no giraffes in Serengeti on Severn) to Compton Greenfield 
Church, whence to Henbury over Spaniorum Hill (anyone know for sure  
the derivation of the name?). The Blaise Inn at the end:  cleaned and 
spruced up, but the cider may not so good. The No. 1 bus links the end 
and the beginning. !
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12 November - Wotton to Tyndale monument (Wednesday walk, 
5.5 miles) 
We meet at 10am in the Royal Oak car park in Wotton where they don’t 
mind us leaving cars if we patronise the pub at the end of the walk. !
This is a classic Wotton walk, initially following the Cotswold Way uphill 
and along to the Tyndale Monument with good views on a clear day. We 
walk through woods, which may be muddy, and back down to Wotton 
village to the pub or a cafe for lunch. !
15 November - Portishead Nature Reserve (Saturday walk, 5 
miles) 
This is a flat, circular walk from The Windmill pub on Nore Road in 
Portishead which will take us around the Portishead Lake Grounds area 
then along the sea end of the Marina. We will then head for the Nature 
Reserve that is managed by the Avon Wildlife Trust. Our coffee break will 
be in one of the hides on the reserve so bring binoculars if you would like 
to do some bird-watching. We will then return to the top end of the 
Marina and back to the pub for lunch. !
This is a public transport walk. The X2 bus leaves Bristol bus station at 
9.00 arriving near the pub at about 9.55.  If the bus is running late, 
mobile contact number for Laura is 07974778026. !
16 November - Hillesley (A walk, 15 miles) 
Gwyneth Littlejohn’s walk will start by heading north on the Cotswold Way 
climbing steeply up Wotton Hill but soon head east and then south to pick 
up the amazing view from Coombe Hill. Losing height, we follow the river 
along Tyley Bottom to the small picturesque village of Ozleworth. And 
then on to Tresham to walk on the Monarch's Way through to Hillesley for 
lunch. Last time I used this pub, now community run, they were happy 
for us to eat our sandwiches in the garden on the understanding we buy a 
drink: I will endeavour to secure the same arrangement. Our return to 
Wotton takes us to Wortley where we regain the Cotswold Way over 
Blackquarries Hill. !
A delightful Cotswold walk, though somewhat unbalanced with the lunch 
stop some 10 miles into the walk. It could be muddy in places, depending 
on weather conditions. !
16 November - Around Tormarton (B walk, 11 miles) 
Roger Griffiths’s walk starts at the car park just south of Junction 18 of 
M4, off the A46. We proceed along the Cotswold Way through Tormarton 
and into Doddington Park where we stop for break with nice views. The 
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walk continues along Mill Lane, over common land just south of Chipping 
Sodbury to join the Monarchs Way. We stop for lunch at the Wishing Well 
pub in Codrington. After lunch we continue south on the Monarchs Way, 
turning off to reach Dyrham for tea stop by the Church. The walk finishes 
on the Cotswold Way back to car park. There are no steep hills but some 
minor undulations. !
19 November - Bath to Newbridge (Wednesday walk, 5 miles) 
This is a flat linear walk starting from the front entrance to Bath Spa 
railway station. It is a public transport walk. The 10am train from Bristol 
Temple Meads arrives at Bath Spa at 10.11. We will walk along the river 
to Pulteney Bridge and then through Henrietta Park and Sydney Gardens 
where we will have a coffee stop. Then we will join the canal path towards 
the city centre. We then switch to the path along the river and walk to 
The Boathouse Pub at Newbridge. Walkers can return to the city centre 
via the Newbridge Park&Ride bus or walk back along the river.  Lunch is 
available at The Boathouse or numerous cafés and pubs in Bath city 
centre. There are frequent trains back to Bristol Temple Meads.   
Mobile phone contact number for Laura on the day - 07974778026. !
29 November - Lawfords Gate (Saturday walk, approx 4 miles)   
Various historical sites, including the gate that is no longer there, though 
it was a significant cultural  boundary. Well, good for a Friday night punch 
up anyhow. The Bristol equivalent to the Cock Lane Ghost. The stolen 
prison. Back to Temple Meads for a choice of delights. 
  !
30 November - Chalford (A walk, 14 miles) 
A prompt start is required for this walk led by Janet Wood. The walk starts 
in the Frome valley, at the layby at Brimscombe (SW of Stroud, GR 
ST864027). We climb north through Park Wood and descend to 
Toadsmoor valley, then north-east towards Bisley, and then following the 
Wysis Way to the lunch in Oakridge where there is a pub and a church. In 
the afternoon, we cross the Frome valley and climb to Frampton Mansell, 
then walk west to Minchinhampton and the Common before descending 
back to Brimscombe.   !
30 November - Lacock and Bowood (B/C walk, 10 miles) 
A picturesque walk will be led by Paula Cannings, starting at the NT car 
park at Lacock (bring your membership card for free parking) at about 
9.45, for those not meeting at Great George Street. After walking though 
the village, we will cross fields, follow the canal, then explore woods and 
parts of the Bowood estate, before heading back to Lacock. There are just 
a few gentle climbs and some muddy stretches.  
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7 December - Darren Rocks (hill walk, 13 miles) 
Anna Kulisa writes: ‘those who have been with Bristol Ramblers for longer 
than I care to think will know that this is one of my perrenial challenging 
hill walks for one of  the shortest days of the year. It is short, sharp 13 
miles with 3800 feet of ascent and requires a good pace in order to get 
back in daylight (which we usually do). We start at Llanthony Priory, 
ascend to Bal Mawr and then descend steeply to contour under the ridge 
before reaching the Blacksmith's  Anvil. After dropping down to Capel y 
ffin we climb up to Hatterall Ridge, descend again down a spectacular 
track for an optional scramble up Darren Rocks before doing another 
sharp up and over the ridge back to the Priory. Please make sure you 
bring  your torch!’ 
  
13 December - Frome Valley/Old Sodbury (Saturday walk, 5.5 
miles)  
Morning walk from the Dog Public House on the A432 in Old Sodbury. 
Mostly level and at a gentle pace. About half is along the Frome Valley 
Walkway (path following the River Frome), the rest on lanes and paths. 
  
Please do not park in the pub car park - we have permission to use the 
Village Hall car park, which is on the right off the turning opposite the 
Dog, and slightly towards Bristol. !
14 December - Chew Valley (B walk, 5 miles) 
This walk will precede our Christmas lunch in Chew Magna. If you want 
lunch, you must book with Jill by 30 November (see above), but you are 
welcome to join us for the walk, even if you are not eating. Meet at the 
public car park behind the Pelican pub at about 11am for the walk. We 
have followed the same route on a summer's evening, but it may look 
very different on a mid-December morning. We head out of the village, 
across the fields, passing close by the Pony and Trap pub, up Knowle Hill 
for a great view, then to Chew Valley Lake and back through Chew 
Magna, with an appetite, we hope. !
17 December - Marlborough Downs (mid-week A walk, 14 miles) 
Starting at Barbary Castle Country Park (GR SU155760 Exp 157), this is 
an elevated walk with fine views around the Marlborough Downs, the 
latter half following a section of the Ridgeway. At some point in the day 
we will have a break at Avebury. !
Details of walk updates are given on the website home page.  If a walk 
leader needs to update information for a walk, please send the details to 
Tony Kerr or to committee members Tony, Carew, Eileen, Susan or Wendy. 
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!
Commercial corner  !
Ramblers Holidays (and Ramblers Holidays Worldwide) is the Ramblers 
holiday walking partner. If you book a holiday with Ramblers Holidays, 
this Group will receive a contribution if you let them know that you are a 
Bristol Ramblers member (£10 for UK holidays, £20 for short haul, £30 
for long haul). See www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/
thewalkingpartnership. !
Note that this has no impact on the price you pay for the holiday. !
Most outdoor gear shops offer discounts to Ramblers members. Cotswold 
Outdoor is the Ramblers national sponsor, and their discount is 15%. 
Taunton Leisure sponsor this local Group, and also offer 15% discounts, 
rising to 20% at their regular special events, the next of which will be on  
4 December.  !

!  !!!
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