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  This month’s edition includes: 
•AGM 
•Walking trips - 2015 
•Committee business 
•Ramblers Group Walkfinder 
•Notices 
•Forthcoming walks 
•Commercial corner !

Your chance to have a say - the Group’s AGM !
Come along to have your say, to socialise, and to listen to our guest 
speaker, local farmer Richard Cornock. !
The AGM will take place on 22 October at Redland Green Bowling Club, 
Redland Green Road, at 7.30pm. Refreshments will be available from 
7pm. !
The agenda and the draft annual report are being circulated with this 
newsletter. !
There are vacancies for Publicity and Communications Officer and 
Environment and Planning Officer. If you would be interested in either of 
these positions, or in any of the other committee positions, please let 
Carew Reynell or Stephen Draper know. !
Yorkshire Dales Hill walking - 2-6 April 2015 !
Nigel Andrews is leading a Yorkshire Dales hill walking trip over Easter. It 
is based in Settle and will include ascents of each of the Yorkshire Three 
Peaks as well as spectacular limestone country walking in the Malham 
area. Spaces are limited and priority will be given to regular participants 
in Group A and hill walks. Please contact Nigel at 
ndandrews@btopenworld.com or on 0117 959 1701 by 15 October to 
express an interest. !
Lake District Hill walking - 23-30 May 2015 !
There is a Group hill walking trip, based in Keswick, from 23 -30 May 
2015.  !
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Nigel Andrews will be leading 5 full-day walks on the high fells for 
experienced hill walkers. The walks will be in different areas of the 
northern and western Lakes and typically will last for up to seven hours 
with daily ascent of up to 4,250 feet. Priority will be given to regular 
participants in Group A and hill walks. Please contact Nigel 
at ndandrews@btopenworld.com or on 0117 959 1701 by 15 October to 
express an interest. !
John Wrigley will lead a complementary set of up to 6 harder walks. These 
walks will generally be longer, at a faster pace and/or cover more 
technical ground. They will be up to eight hours duration with daily ascent 
typically 5,500 feet. They are aimed at the faster walkers in the hill 
walking group. Please contact John 
at johnanna.malverns17@blueyonder.co.uk or on 0117 924 0125 by 15 
October to express an interest. !
There will be a jointly led half day walk on the first Saturday afternoon. !
Self catering accommodation is more cost effective than B&B in Keswick 
and there is no reason why walkers in each group should not book this 
jointly. However these trips are likely to be very popular so please do not 
book accommodation until your place is confirmed by Nigel or John. !
Northern Dales - 6-12 June 2015  !
6 days walking in Northern Dales based on Graham Hoyle’s walks, to see 
the Dales at the peak of their spring glory.  
June 6-10 based in Hawes: walks start at Hardraw Old School Bunkhouse, 
but participants are free to arrange alternative accommodation in the 
area.  
June 10-12 based in Grinton: walks start at the Dales Bike Centre, 
Fremington, but again participants can arrange alternative 
accommodation.  
The walks will range from 9-11 miles, but can be shortened by using 
public transport near half way points.  
Contact Margrid Schindler on 01179747193 or mobile 07910963282  !
Committee business !
The Committee met on 23 September. Among the items discussed were: 
• a review of the Group’s website, which will result in some minor 

changes/updating; 
• the possible establishment of a walk to commemorate Alan Burton; 
• arrangements for next year’s Bristol Walking Festival; 

!  2



• proposed changes to the Area Committee’s constitution; 
• requests for assistance - see below. !
From time to time people approach the Bristol Ramblers for help. There 
are two areas at present where we need volunteers to enable us to 
respond positively: 
 • creation of new walking routes in the city. This comes up quite 
often. Please contact carew.reynell@gmail.com if you would like to 
become involved in devising, negotiating, waymarking and promoting 
routes. The latest request is to help establish a South Bristol Skyline 
Walk; 
 • Harbourside cycling routes. Some Hotwells residents have 
approached us about the impact of proposed improved cycling routes on 
walking round the Harbour. It would be helpful if some one could 
investigate and advise the Committee on what, if any, action we should 
take. Please let Carew know if you could do this. !
Ramblers Group Walkfinder !
There is now a new version of the Walkfinder on the national Ramblers 
Website. This gives you access to walks organised by Ramblers Groups all 
over the country. !
The Walkfinder is drawn on by the Bristol Ramblers Website to list our 
walks, both on the front page and under walks/led walks/bristol group 
walks. In both cases, you can click on a walk title to see more details. 
The system now requires that each walk must have a start time - i.e. the 
time at which the walk itself starts. For our Sunday walks, this will 
generally not be the same time as that at which we meet for lift sharing 
(the meeting time).  !
If you are leading a Sunday walk on the new programme (Oct - Jan), 
please check that the start time and start location are reasonable, 
although both are only approximate. Please let Tony Parsons know if you 
want any changes made. !
Notices !
Bristol Civic Society Forum on Public Spaces, 25 November.  
The Society's annual 'big event' will this year ask the question ‘how can 
we make Bristol’s streetscape special?’ The four speakers will be: Allison 
Dutoit, Jan Gehl Architects; Paul Appleby, Chair of Creative Sector Group, 
West of England Local Enterprise Partnership and director of VID 
Communications; Ian Barrett, Sustrans Regional Director and chair of 
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Bristol Green Capital’s Transport Action Group; and Barra MacRuairi, 
Strategic Director for Place, Bristol City Council.  !
This should be of interest to all who walk in the city. More details of time 
and place available nearer the time from Susan Carter. ( Last year's 'big 
event' was free, at 6.30pm in the Colston Hall).  !
John Muir Trust 
The John Muir Trust’s Southern Members’ Gathering will take place in 
Bristol in November. There will be a Wild Bristol Walk on the morning of 
Sunday 16 November. For details, see southernmembersgroup@jmt.org or 
contact angelastansbie@btinternet.com. !
Forthcoming walks !
Full details of the walks programme are in the published programme and 
on the website. Further information about some walks is set out below. !
5 October - Morlais Castle and Pontsticill (Hill walk, 16 miles) 
Tony Kerr’s walk starts from Cyfarthfa Castle in Merthyr Tydfil and follows 
the Taf Fechan valley along an old tramroad through a Nature Reserve, 
before climbing to the ruins of Morlais Castle. Down across the valley to 
Vaynor and north into rough, trackless country that eventually leads us 
back to civilisation and a pub in Pontsticill. After lunch, more rough 
walking on Merthyr Common above the Pontsticill reservoir, then back 
along the lakeside below the Brecon Mountain Railway. Neither a very 
long walk, nor very high, but it should provide plenty of exercise and - 
weather permitting - fine views across the moorland. !
5 October - Goblin Coombe (B walk, 12 miles) 
Andy Steward will lead this woodland and scenic walk in the Cleeve and 
Wrington area. The Coombe itself is noted for its eerie atmosphere and 
rare population of Stinking Hellebore (Hellebores Foetidus), so watch out. !
12 October – Mendip Marvels (B walk, 12 miles)  
Ben Mackay’s walk starts at Blagdon Community Hall car park (BS40 
7RL). It ascends Black Down with its wide ranging views and goes 
through Rowberrow Bottom to a pub lunch. The afternoon takes us up to 
Dolebury Warren and the LimestoneLink. We follow this to a concluding 
stretch incorporating Burrington Combe, back to our starting point. The 
walk has a rewarding variety of terrain and viewpoints.  !
15 October - West Mendips Part 1 (A/B midweek walk, 12 miles) 
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Yvonne Read and Susan Carter are planning a series of walks exploring 
the Mendips west of Wells. The first will start from Ebbor Gorge and follow 
the Mendip ridge eastwards. The group will then descend to Wells for a 
break. The return route will stay below the Mendip ridge, taking in a low 
hill on the way to Wookey. There will be a two mile scramble round Ebbor 
Gorge at the end (optional). !
15 October - Castle Combe/Nettleton (Wednesday walk, 6 
miles) 
Wooded coombes, streams and meadows at the southern tip of the 
Cotswolds provide the setting for this pretty circular walk. !
19 October - Wiltshire (B walk, 13 miles) 
Patsy Hudson’s walk starts with a fairly early but gradual climb up to 
a viewpoint overlooking Walker's Hill and Knapp Hill. We walk along 
the Wansdyke for almost a mile and then gently climb up to the 
next viewpoint where the Vale of Pewsey is spread before us. From 
here it is all downhill as we wend our way to the Avon and Kennet 
canal. After walking a mile or so along the canal we emerge into the 
village of All Cannings. where we have our lunch and the pub stop. 
Leaving All Cannings, we head towards Cliffords Hill which is quite a 
long steady climb back up to the Wansdyke, and then there is a 
gentle descent back to East Kennet. In all It is 13 miles of lovely 
rolling countryside! !
1 November - Around Nailsea (Saturday walk, 5/6 miles)  
Sheila Dixon will lead this flat walk around Nailsea. There are pubs and 
cafes close to finish. !
2 November – Priston Twenty Years On (B Walk, 11 miles)  
Clive Richardson writes: “On November 6th 1994 I attended my first walk 
with the Bristol Ramblers. It was entitled ‘Newton St Lowe’ and was led by 
Lorraine Orriss. To commemorate this anniversary, I am leading a walk 
attempting to replicate the same route. No doubt all would agree that 
after 20 years of walking and leading with the Bristol Ramblers I look the 
same as I did on that day in November 1994!” !
5 November - Portishead to Clevedon (Wednesday walk, 6 
miles) 
Initially, Reg Lonergan’s walk follows the coastal path, enjoying 
some fine views across the channel. It then climbs up to a wooded 
path which runs through to Walton Common and the village of 
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Walton in Gordano. We then head towards Walton Castle and the 
seafront at Clevedon. !
8 November - Cadbury Camp (Saturday walk, 4 miles) 
Margaret Blake writes: “This walk takes us over fields to a stream with a 
mill.  I have seen a kingfisher here once. There is one steep climb up to 
Cadbury Camp, hopefully with good views across to Steepholm. The lane 
along the Tickenham ridge has a mixture of large houses in varied 
architectural styles. We descend through woodland with, probably, 
autumn colours.” !
10am start. Parking is limited in the lay-by opposite Tickenham Church 
but there are spaces along Church Road. !
9 November - Midford and South Stoke (A walk, 14 miles) 
Nigel Andrews will lead this outing around the undulating countryside 
south of Bath. It starts from just outside Hinton Charterhouse and 
includes Freshford, the Dundas aqueduct, part of the Bath Skyline Walk 
and a lunch stop at Midford. The afternoon sees us climbing to South 
Stoke prior to our return to Hinton Charterhouse by way of Combe Hay. 
Hopefully we shall enjoy vivid autumn colours as well as attractive 
villages and some transport and industrial history. !
12 November - Spaniorum Hill (Wednesday walk, 5/6 miles) 
Peter Gould will lead this linear walk from the  Lamb and Flag on the 
approach to the ghastly Cribbs. Hollywood estate (still boringly not 
Serengeti on Severn), Compton Greenfield Church, Spaniorum Hill, and 
along the brook to Blaise where, I regret to say, the inn is no longer the 
time capsule or culture shock that it used to be. The No. 1 bus links the 
end and the beginning. !
12 November - Wooton to Tyndale monument (Wednesday walk, 
5.5 miles) 
We meet at 10am in the Royal Oak car park in Wotton where they don’t 
mind us leaving cars if we patronise the pub at the end of the walk. !
This is a classic Wotton walk, initially following the Cotswold Way uphill 
and along to the Tyndale Monument with good views on a clear day. We 
walk through woods, which may be muddy, and back down to Wotton 
village to the pub or a cafe for lunch. !
15 November - Portishead Nature Reserve (Saturday walk, 5 
miles) 
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This is a flat, circular walk from The Windmill pub on Nore Road in 
Portishead which will take us around the Portishead Lake Grounds area 
then along the sea end of the Marina. We will then head for the Nature 
Reserve that is managed by the Avon Wildlife Trust. Our coffee break will 
be in one of the hides on the reserve so bring binoculars if you would like 
to do some bird-watching. We will then return to the top end of the 
Marina and back to the pub for lunch. !
This is a public transport walk. The X2 bus leaves Bristol bus station at 
9.00 arriving near the pub at about 9.55.  If the bus is running late, 
mobile contact number for Laura is 07974778026. !
16 November - Around Tormarton (B walk, 11 miles) 
Roger Griffiths’s walk starts at the car park just south of Junction 18 of 
M4, off the A46. We proceed along the Cotswold Way through Tormarton 
and into Doddington Park where we stop for break with nice views. The 
walk continues along Mill Lane, over common land just south of Chipping 
Sodbury to join the Monarchs Way. We stop for lunch at the Wishing Well 
pub in Codrington. After lunch we continue south on the Monarchs Way, 
turning off to reach Dyrham for tea stop by the Church. The walk finishes 
on the Cotswold Way back to car park. There are no steep hills but some 
minor undulations. !
19 November - Bath to Newbridge (Wednesday walk, 5 miles) 
This is a flat linear walk starting from the front entrance to Bath Spa 
railway station. It is a public transport walk. The 10am train from Bristol 
Temple Meads arrives at Bath Spa at 10.11. We will walk along the river 
to Pulteney Bridge and then through Henrietta Park and Sydney Gardens 
where we will have a coffee stop. Then we will join the canal path towards 
the city centre. We then switch to the path along the river and walk to 
The Boathouse Pub at Newbridge. Walkers can return to the city centre 
via the Newbridge Park&Ride bus or walk back along the river.  Lunch is 
available at The Boathouse or numerous cafés and pubs in Bath city 
centre. There are frequent trains back to Bristol Temple Meads.   
Mobile phone contact number for Laura on the day - 07974778026 !
Details of walk updates are given on the website home page.  If a walk 
leader needs to update information for a walk, please send the details to 
Tony Kerr or to committee members Tony, Carew, Eileen, Susan or Wendy. !
Wessex Wanderer walks !
Wednesday 1 October – Bradford on Avon to Bath 
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Linear walk of 5 or 10 miles from Bradford on Avon to Bath Spa via Frome 
Valley and Limpley Stoke, with some hills. People may leave after 5 miles 
at Freshford. The train departs from Bristol Temple Meads at 09:49 
(purchase a return to Bradford-on-Avon) and arrives at Bradford on Avon 
at 10:22, where there will be a short wait for the Weymouth train to 
arrive (due in at 10:50). The walk follows the Avon valley as far as 
Avoncliff, thence to Westwood, Iford Manor and, via the Frome Valley to 
Freshford. It is flat walking only as far as Avoncliff. At Freshford, there will 
be time for 10 milers to have a picnic lunch and then a drink in the Inn at 
Freshford. Those who opt to walk 5 miles will end their walk at Freshford 
Station---check train times on FGW website—and will have time for a pub 
lunch, if they wish. 
After lunch, the 10 mile walk continues to Dundas Aqueduct, then up over 
Monkton Combe before descending to Bath via Widcombe in time for the 
return train at 17.00. 
  
Saturday 4 October – Tour of Arnos Vale Cemetery (free)  
Entitled “Modern women from Victorian time to mid-20th century”. It is 
advisable to book in advance with Ann (0117) 979 8628). We will meet 
the leaders outside Bristol Temple Meads station at 09:05. The walk is 
about 6 miles and will return to Bristol Temple Meads by 15:00.  !
Wednesday 8 October – Bruton to Castle Cary  
Linear walk of 6 miles from Bruton to Castle Cary including some hills. 
There will be time to explore Castle Cary in the afternoon, and there are 
various options for lunch including cafes, pubs or alfresco. Train departs 
from Bristol Temple Meads at 08:41, arriving Bruton at 09:53 and 
returning from Castle Cary at 16:09  !
Saturday 11 October - Dorchester  
The last Wessex Wanderer Walk of the season is starting in the county 
town of Dorset. It is an 8 mile circular walk following the steps of Thomas 
Hardy to Bockhampton, Thorncombe Woods, Puddletown Forest and 
Stinsford. The train departs from Bristol Temple Meads at 08:39 and the 
return train from Dorchester West is at 17:41 and arrives at Bristol 
Temple Meads at 20:08. 
  
Please look at our website (www.wessexrailwaywalks.org.uk) for further 
details, and for all of the walks, please allow all day.  
Otherwise call Ann Light on 0117 9798628. !
 Commercial corner  !
Ramblers Holidays (and Ramblers Holidays Worldwide) is the Ramblers 
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holiday walking partner. If you book a holiday with Ramblers Holidays, 
this Group will receive a contribution if you let them know that you are a 
Bristol Ramblers member (£10 for UK holidays, £20 for short haul, £30 
for long haul). See www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/
thewalkingpartnership. !
Note that this has no impact on the price you pay for the holiday. !
Most outdoor gear shops offer discounts to Ramblers members. Cotswold 
Outdoor is the Ramblers national sponsor, and their discount is 15%. 
Taunton Leisure sponsor this local Group, and also offer 15% discounts, 
rising to 20% at their regular special events, the next of which will be on  
4 December.  !

!  !
Kathmandu are holding a Community Event from Wednesday 15th - 
Tuesday 28th October. All Bristol Ramblers will be entitled to exclusive 
discounts during this event (up to 75% off). Members will need to show 
their membership cards to get the discounts. !!
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