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  eBoot - September 2014 
 
  This month’s edition includes: 

• Coach trip 

• Walking for Health outreach project 
• Notices 

• Forthcoming walks 

• Commercial corner 
 

 
Trip to the northern Dales - June 6th to 12th 2015 

6 days walking in Northern Dales based on Graham Hoyle’s walks, to see 
the Dales at the peak of their spring glory. 

June 6th to 10th based in Hawes (Walks start at Hardraw Old School 
Bunkhouse, but participants are free to arrange alternative 

accommodation in the area) 
June 10-12th based in Grinton (Walks start at Dales Bike Centre, 

Fremington, but again can arrange own alternative accommodation. 
Walks range from 9-11 miles, but can be shortened by using public 

transport near half way point. 
Contact Margrid Schindler on 01179747193 or mobile 07910963282 

 

Coach trip 
 

Places are still available on the coach trip to Gower on Sunday, 14 
September. Tickets are available at the bargain price of £13 for those 

booking in advance: contact eileenbartlett65@gmail.com. 
 

There will be a choice of three walks, each of which features a spectacular 
section of the southern Gower coast path. We shall see beautiful beaches 

and some of the finest coastal scenery within a day’s drive of Bristol. All 
the walks finish by rounding Mumbles Head shortly before meeting up 

with the coach. 
 

The 15 mile A walk will be led by Nigel Andrews and starts from Oxwich 
and heads north to ascend the low ridge of Cefn Bryn from where there 

should be good views of both coasts. We then head south-eastwards to 

Threecliff Bay with the distinctive rocks from which it gets its name before 
following the beautiful coast path all the way to Mumbles. We visit Pwlldu 

Bay, Brandy Cove, Caswell Bay and Langland Bay before rounding 
Mumbles Head and reaching the coach. 

 
The 11 mile B walk will be led by Chris Sanders and starts at Southgate. 

Firstly, it follows a short circle to Threecliff Bay, the ruins of Pennard 
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Castle and Park Mill. On returning to Southgate the coast path is followed 
all the way to The Mumbles as described in the A walk details. 

 
The 7 mile C walk will be led by Margaret Blake and starts from Kittle, 

following the lovely wooded Bishopston Valley down to the sea at Pwlldu 
Bay. From here the route follows the coast path to the Mumbles as 

described above.  
 

There is no obvious pub stop on any of the walks but there are 

refreshment opportunities at Southgate, Caswell Bay and Langland Bay. 
The walks finish at The Mumbles where there are further facilities to be 

enjoyed if time permits. It will be up to the leader of each walk to decide 
where to stop. 

 
Walking For Health Outreach Project 

 
Stuart Riddle, the national Rambler’s project officer in Bristol, reports that 

the project has been successful. 11 groups are approaching the end of 
their 12 week programmes, and a number of new programmes are about 

to start. 
 

If you would like to help, please contact Stuart at 
stuart.riddle@ramblers.org.uk. 

 

Summer Social Evening 

On the evening of Friday 15 August, a boatload of Bristol Ramblers 

enjoyed the Summer Social aboard the Bristol Packet. As dusk fell and 

Bristol's famous Friday nightlife kicked into action, the views of the 

Harbourside from the water provided a different perspective. A 

particularly memorable moment was the in-flight re-supplying of the boat 

which resulted in a case of Bath Ales Gem sinking to the bottom of the 

Floating Harbour. A big thank you to Christine Bowen for organising the 

trip. 
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Notices 
 

The Committee will be meeting on 23 September. If there is anything that 
you think they should be considering, please let Carew or Stephen Draper 

know. 
 

The Group’s AGM will take place on 22 October at Redland Green Bowls 
Club at 19:00 for 19:30 start. The speaker will be Richard Cornock, a 

local farmer, who will give us an insight into what goes on in these 

agricultural enterprises that we wander across.  
 

Nominations for the committee are currently: 

• Chair - Stephen Draper 

• Programme Coordinator - Tony Parsons 
• Secretary - Carew Reynell 

• Membership Secretary - Eileen Bartlett 
• Minutes Secretary - Wendy Britton 

• Footpaths Officer - Keith Budd 
• Treasurer – Mike Fox 

• Committee members - Tony Wood, Margaret Blake, Pauline Platts 
 

There are vacancies for Publicity and Communications Officer and possibly 
Environment and Planning Officer. If you would be interested in any of 

these positions, or any of the other positions, please let Carew or Stephen 
know. Committee meetings are friendly and informal, and you would have 

the opportunity to make a real contribution to the development of the 
Group. It is suggested that terms of office should generally be three 

years, so you would not be signing up for life! You would be welcome to 
attend the Committee meeting on 23 September, to see what it is like. 

 
Bristol Civic Society Forum on Public Spaces, 25 November. 

 
The Society's annual 'big event' will ask the question this year: how can 

we make Bristol’s streetscape special?  The four speakers will be:  Allison 

Dutoit, Jan Gehl Architects; Paul Appleby, Chair of Creative Sector Group, 
West of England Local Enterprise Partnership and director of VID 

Communications; Ian Barrett, Sustrans Regional Director and chair of 
Bristol Green Capital’s Transport Action Group; and Barra MacRuairi, 

Strategic Director for Place, Bristol City Council. 

This should be of interest to all who walk in the city. More details of time 

and place available nearer the time from Susan Carter. ( Last year's 'big 
event' was free, at 6.30pm in the Colston Hall).  
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Forthcoming walks 
 

Full details of the walks programme are in the published programme and 
on the website. Further information about some walks is set out below. 

 
Details of walk updates are given on the website home page.  If a walk 

leader needs to update information for a walk, please send the details to 
Tony Kerr or to committee members Tony, Carew, Eileen, Susan 

or Wendy. 

 
06 September - Siston Common (Saturday Walk, 5 miles) 

This is a circular walk starting at the Horseshoe PH, Siston Common, just 
off the Staple Hill roundabout on the ring road. The walk follows the 

Dramway Path south across the A420 as far as North Common. We then 
turn east through suburbs as far as the Siston Brook, which we follow 

back to Warmley, where we join the Railway Path to return to the start 
point. Mostly paths, though the railway path may be busy on a summer 

Saturday morning. Some industrial history. The walk will be a stroll rather 
than a stride. 

  
A walk following a very similar route was scheduled for Sunday, 10 

August. 
 

07 September - Fan Fawr (Hill Walk, 16 miles) 

From the Storey Arms, we walk along Craig y Fro gradually ascending to 
Craig Cerrig-gleisiad and on to summit Fan Frynych.  We then descend to 

the spectacular 'Lorna Doone Valley' for morning break.  Continuing 
through the valley we begin the second ascent initially following a Roman 

Road to summit Fan Nedd.  We stop for lunch at the Maen Llia stone at 
the junction of two valleys.  Climbing Fan Dringarth we follow the Beacons 

Way to Fan Llia and then drop down to cross a stream near the 
Ystradfellte Reservoir.  Keeping the reservoir on our left we make our way 

up Fan Fawr, our final ascent.  Most of the walk is over open access land; 
some of the walk is without the benefit of paths. 

 
10 September - Skirrid, a Castle and Offa   (Midweek A Walk) 

Starting from the church in Llanvihangel Crucorney, we initially follow the 
Beacons Way with a short diversion up the north side of Skirrid, then 

along the ridge dropping down at the southern edge to Skirrid Farm. 

There follows a ramble through the valley to Llavertherine and White 
Castle, before following the Offa’s Dyke path to Llangattock Lingoed 

where hopefully pub refreshment will be available (afternoon teatime).  
We continue on the OD path, returning to the start where The Skirrid pub 

may also be available for further refreshment.  No promises! 
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21 September  - Blackboy - Westbury (Sunday PM Walk, 5 miles)   
A  stroll round the Industrial  Revolution  hamlet,  my promise to 

visit  this has often been broken.  A peek at Princess Charlotte’s 
monument.  Then across the post industrial Downs  to a few more old 

routes,  the  leafiness of  Henleaze,  and Badocks Wood  with  tumulus 
and sculpture. 

 
24 September – Pill to Bristol  (Wednesday Walk, 5 miles) 

The Cycle Path by the Avon is usually  OK for weekday walkers, but 
please be alert. This is a B walk because  we leave the  river bank (after 

some industrial archaeology: celestine and crashed boats) and  go up. 
Eventually,  I’ll  work out where I am  and  head back down to the Nova 

Scotia: lunch and booze and more industrial history  ad lib. Buses to Pill 
stop nearby for those who  choose to park at the beginning.  

27 September – Sea Mills to Clifton Down (Saturday Walk, 5 miles) 

To clarify the programme entry,this walk starts from Sea Mills Station at 
10:21 or when  the !0:03 from Temple Meads  arrives.  Often have I 

offered walks from the same start and finish points.   This time, the bit in 
the middle is different: taking in the Old Sneed Park nature reserve 

Disintegration  towards the end  is traditional (pubs caffs  and bus 
stops),  but return to Clifton Down  is assured for those who need it. 

28 September - Newnham-on-Severn (A Walk, 15 miles) 

This walk was planned as a variation on a walk that Carew led a few years 
ago, but pre-walking has revealed that most of the variations are 

impassable, so the walk will basically follow the previous route (Soudley 
Ponds-Forge Brook-Bullo-Newnham-Blaize Bailey-Foundry Wood) and 

may be a bit shorter than the billed 15 miles. But if the weather is good, 
there may be an exploratory foray north of Newnham towards Morse’s 

Grove. 
 

28 September - Selworthy (B Walk, 12 miles) 

Meet Great George Street at 8:30. 

From Selworth Church walk south through Holnicote Estate , ascending 

through Luccombe Plantation to Webbers Post. Traverse several combes 

before gently climbing to Dunkery Beacon (519m) with hopefully 

magnificent views to Wales & Dartmoor. Take ridge path westerly to 

Great Row Barrow from where we descend to Langcombe Head  and 

Stoke Pero before descending through Horner Wood to Horner. From here 

we cross fields for return to Selworthy. 

NB no pub en route - sandwiches required. Perriwinkle tea shop at 

Selworthy which hopefully will be still open. 

Contact:  Anne 01275 462822     , 07544 709302 
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12 October – Blagdon, Dolebury Warren & Burrington Combe  
(B walk, 12 miles) 

The walk starts at Blagdon Community Hall car park (BS40 7RL).  It 

ascends Black Down with its wide ranging views and goes through 

Rowberrow Bottom to a pub lunch.  The afternoon takes us up to 

Dolebury Warren and the LimestoneLink. We follow this to a concluding 

stretch incorporating Burrington Combe and our starting point.  The walk 

has a rewarding variety of terrain and viewpoints. 

 

WESSEX RAILWAY WALKS 2014 SEASON 

 
If you have not joined us for any Wessex Wanderer Railway walks, then 

please feel free to come along to the walks listed below for September 
and October 2014. 

 
Wednesday 3 September 2014 –  

A circular walk of approximately 9 miles from Dorchester West station, 

and will include West Stafford, Norris Mill Farm and Lower Bockhampton. 

Train departs from Bristol Temple Meads at 08.41 and arrives at 

Dorchester West at 10:47 Return from Dorchester West is at 17:43 and 

arrives into Bristol Temple Meads at 20:08 

 

Friday 5 September 2014  

A circular walk of 10 miles from Bradford on Avon and includes Staverton, 

Holt and the Kennet & Avon canal path – this is primarily a flat walk. 

Train departs at 09:49 and arrives Bradford on Avon at 10:22 – there will 

be a short wait until 10:50 when the Weymouth train is due in. Return 

train will be at around 17:00 and there is a frequent service.  

This walk is also in conjunction with the Bradford on Avon Walkers are 

Welcome festival and further details of this are on 

http://walkbradfordonavon.org/bradford-on-avon-walking-festival/  

 

Sunday 7 September 2014 

A 7 or 9 mile linear walk from Upwey (in Dorset) to Weymouth, and going 

via Fleet and Wyke Regis.  There is a bus back from Littlesea Holiday Park 

for the shorter walk.  Train departs Bristol Temple Meads at 09:25 and 

arrives Upwey at 11:49 

Return train from Weymouth is at 17:56 and arrives into Bristol Temple 

Meads at 20:18 

 

http://walkbradfordonavon.org/bradford-on-avon-walking-festival/
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Tuesday 9 September 2014 

A linear walk of approximately 9 miles from Oldfield Park to Freshford. 

This is a hilly walk using the Two Tunnels cycle path, via Monkton Combe 

and on to Freshford. Train departs Bristol Temple Meads at 10:49 and 

arrives Oldfield Park at 11:03 and the Weymouth train is due in at 11:10 

(only a short wait)  

Return train from Freshford is at 16:56 and arrives at Bristol Temple 

Meads at 17:29 

 

Saturday 20 September 2014 - Bruton 

A 10 mile circular walk from Bruton and includes Lamyatt and Wyke 

Champflower. Train departs Bristol Temple Meads at 08:39 and arrives 

Bruton at 09:48 – there is only a short wait for the Weymouth train which 

gets in at 09:53.  Return train to Bristol Temple Meads at 16:16 and 

arrives at Bristol Temple Meads at 17:29 

 

Wednesday 1st October 2014 – Bradford on Avon  

Linear walk of 5 or 10 miles from Bradford on Avon to Bath Spa via Frome 

Valley and Limpley Stoke with some hills.  People may leave after 5 miles 

at Freshford - The train departs Bristol Temple Meads at 09:49 and 

arrives at Bradford on Avon at 10:22 – there is a short wait for the 

Weymouth train to arrive (which is due in at 10:50) and it is anticipated 

that a return train will be at about 17:00 from Bath Spa station (and 

there is a frequent service from Bath Spa.) 

 

Saturday 4th October 2014 – Tour of Arnos Vale Cemetery (free)   

Entitled “Modern women from Victorian time to mid-20th century”  – 

Advisable to book in advance to Ann (0117) 979 8628.Meet the leaders 

outside Bristol Temple Meads station at 09:05  The walk is about 6 miles 

and will return to Bristol Temple Meads by 15:00.   

 

Wednesday 8th October 2014 – Bruton to Castle Cary 

Linear walk of 6 miles from Bruton to Castle Cary including some hills – 

Time to explore Castle Cary in the afternoon – various options for lunch 

including cafes, pubs or alfresco.  Train departs Bristol Temple Meads at 

08:41 arriving Bruton at 09:53 and returning from Castle Cary at 16:09 
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Saturday 11th October 2014 - Dorchester  

The last Wessex Wanderer Walk of the season is starting in the county 

town of Dorset at Dorchester and is 8 miles (circular walk) following the 

steps of Thomas Hardy to Bockhampton, Thorncombe Woods, Puddletown 

Forest and Stinsford – The train departs Bristol Temple Meads at 08:39 

and the return train from Dorchester West is at 17:41 and arrives Bristol 

Temple Meads at 20:08 

 

Please look at our website (www.wessexrailwaywalks.org.uk) for any 

further details that you may wish to see and with all the walks please 

allow all day.   

Otherwise call Ann Light on 0117 9798628, (Wessex Walks Coordinator) 

or look at the website at www.wessexrailwaywalks.org.uk  

 

Commercial corner  
 
If you book a holiday with Ramblers Holidays, this Group could receive a 

contribution (£10 for UK holidays, £20 for short haul, £30 for long haul). 

We have registered with Ramblers Holidays: see 
www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership. 

 
Note that this has no impact on the price you pay for the holiday. So if 

you book with Ramblers Holidays, please be sure to let them know that 
you are a Bristol Ramblers member. 

 
Most outdoor gear shops offer discounts to Ramblers members. Cotswold 

Outdoor is the Ramblers national sponsor, and their discount is 15%. 
Taunton Leisure sponsor this local Group, and also offer 15% discounts, 

rising to 20% at their regular special events, the next of which will be on 
25 September (and then on 4 December).  
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