
  eBoot - August 2014 !
  This month’s edition includes: 
•Summer social - evening cruise 
•Coach trip 
•Committee business 
•Notices 
•Forthcoming walks 
•Commercial corner !

Bristol Ramblers summer social - evening cruise !
This will take place on Friday, 15 August - 7.30 - 9.30 pm 
on the Redshank (Bristol Packet). It’s a Harbourside cruise, boarding at 
Wapping Wharf, near the SS Great Britain. !
Tickets are £10 each, and are available from christine.bowen@ymail.com. 
Booking closes shortly, so be quick! !
Coach trip !
Places are still available for the coach trip to Gower on Sunday, 14 
September. Tickets are available at the bargain price of £13 for those 
booking in advance: contact carew.reynell@gmail.com. !
There will be a choice of three walks, each of which features a spectacular 
section of the southern Gower coast path. We shall see beautiful beaches 
and some of the finest coastal scenery within a day’s drive of Bristol. All 
the walks finish by rounding Mumbles Head shortly before meeting up 
with the coach. !
The 15 mile A walk will be led by Nigel Andrews and starts from Oxwich 
and heads north to ascend the low ridge of Cefn Bryn from where there 
should be good views of both coasts. We then head south-eastwards to 
Threecliff Bay with the distinctive rocks from which it gets its name before 
following the beautiful coast path all the way to Mumbles. We visit Pwlldu 
Bay, Brandy Cove, Caswell Bay and Langland Bay before rounding 
Mumbles Head and reaching the coach. !
The 11 mile B walk will be led by Chris Sanders and starts at Southgate. 
Firstly, it follows a short circle to Threecliff Bay, the ruins of Pennard 
Castle and Park Mill. On returning to Southgate the coast path is followed 
all the way to The Mumbles as described in the A walk details. 
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The 7 mile C walk will be led by Margaret Blake and starts from Kittle, 
following the lovely wooded Bishopston Valley down to the sea at Pwlldu 
Bay. From here the route follows the coast path to the Mumbles as 
described above.  !
There is no obvious pub stop on any of the walks but there are 
refreshment opportunities at Southgate, Caswell Bay and Langland Bay. 
The walks finish at The Mumbles where there are further facilities to be 
enjoyed if time permits. It will be up to the leader of each walk to decide 
where to stop. !
Committee business !
The Committee met on 22 July.  !
Among the items discussed were: 
• the walks programme. While attendance at walks is generally good, 

some evening walks and Sunday half-day walks have not been well 
attended. It is likely that the number of evening walks will be reduced in 
2015, and the Sunday half-day walks programme will end; 

• it was noted that some difficulties have arisen on Sunday walks where 
the walk leader was not present at Great George Street or the water 
tower on the Downs. It was agreed that, where this is the case, the 
leader should identify someone else to act on their behalf at Great 
George Street, with details of the route to the start, etc; 

• the Bristol Walking Festival. In 2015, the Festival will again run for the 
whole of May. We intend to support the Festival, including a repeat of 
this year’s financial contribution (£1,000); 

• it was noted that there have been instances where participants on walks 
have departed from the Group’s policy of walking, when on roads, in 
single file on the right hand side of the road. It was agreed that 
Committee members will endeavour to assist walk leaders in promoting 
the policy. !

There was also discussion of the local authorities’ planned Metrobus 
schemes. While most of us would agree that investment in public 
transport is to be welcomed, we believe that these schemes would 
damage the walking environment for very marginal increases in the take-
up of public transport. We are therefore supporting the Alliance to Rethink 
Metrobus. More information is at https://sites.google.com/site/
armalliancetorethinkmetrobus/home. !
Notices 
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The Group’s AGM will take place on 22 October at Redland Green Bowling 
Club at 19:00 for 19:30 start. The speaker will be Richard Cornock, a 
local farmer, who will give us an insight into what goes on in these 
enterprises that we wander across.  !
Nominations for the committee are currently: 
• Chair - Stephen Draper 
• Programme Coordinator - Tony Parsons 
• Secretary - Carew Reynell 
• Membership Secretary - Eileen Bartlett 
• Minutes Secretary - Wendy Britton 
• Footpaths Officer - Keith Budd 
• Committee members - Tony Wood, Margaret Watson !
There are vacancies for Treasurer, Publicity and Communications Officer 
and possibly Environment and Planning Officer. If you would be interested 
in any of these positions, or any of the other positions, please let Carew 
or Stephen know. Committee meetings are friendly and informal, and you 
would have the opportunity to make a real contribution to the 
development of the Group. It is suggested that terms of office should 
generally be three years, so you would not be signing up for life! You 
would be welcome to attend the Committee meeting on 23 September, to 
see what it is like. !
Philippa Hill writes: I am a current Masters student studying Textiles at 
the University of Leeds and as part of my dissertation project I am 
researching consumer awareness about outdoor apparel. I have put 
together a short survey (all answers are anonymous) which can be 
accessed at https://www.survey.leeds.ac.uk/repellency. !
If you would be willing to appear on BCfm (Bristol Community radio) to 
talk about walking and nature, please contact Carew. They would be 
interested in anyone who could link walking to aspects of the natural 
world - birds, insects, flora. !
Forthcoming walks !
Full details of the walks programme are in the published programme and 
on the website. Further information about some walks is set out below. !
Details of walk updates are given on the website home page.  If a walk 
leader needs to update information for a walk, please send the details to 
Tony Kerr or to committee members Tony, Carew, Eileen, Susan or Wendy. 
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2 August - Marksbury & Stantonbury Hill (Saturday walk, 6 miles) 
This walk begins in the small village of Burnett near Keynsham. Shortly 
after leaving the village we descend into a valley,crossing over what 
remains of the Wansdyke. This was constructed by the Ancient British in 
the late 6th century, in a vain attempt to halt the Saxons. We continue 
through Tuckingmill, Marksbury and then Stanton Prior where we stop for 
coffee. After climbing Stantonbury Hill we descend through woodland and 
then cross the busy A39, continue across three or four fields and return to 
the start point. Drinks and eats available at the Wheatsheaf Inn about 
three minutes drive away. Due to the recent rain and warm weather some 
of the paths near the end of the walk are a little overgrown but they are 
negotiable. !
3 August - Box (B walk, 11 miles) 
Sarah Cleave is leading one of Russell Jenner’s routes, starting at Box and 
heading up to Slaughterford, then lunch at Biddestone. Back via Collets 
Bottom Woods to Box. Not a strenuous walk but a few undulations! 
  
5 August - Sculptures of Central Bristol/historic Old Market 
(evening walk, 4 miles) 
Paula Cannings will lead a walk around Central Bristol and Old Market, 
focusing on public statues and sculptures. In addition to the level walk, 
you will learn something of the history of the area, from William III and 
Raja Ram Mohun Roy to Cary Grant.  The animal kingdom will be 
represented in the forms of a beetle, dogs and fish.  Meet in the middle of 
Queen Square at 18.30.  !
6 August - Newnham and Foundary Wood (midweek A walk, 15 
miles) 
Geoff Harris will be leading this A walk at Newnham on Severn.  Meet at 
Clifton Down Water Tower at 8:00 for lift sharing.  If you are arriving by 
car, allow time to park in Ladies Mile and walk to the Water Tower. !
6 August - Westhay Peatland Reserve (Wednesday walk, 5 miles) 
This walk is a little more distant from the city than usual which is why the 
start time (10.30am ) is a bit later than usual. Much of the walk is very 
different from our usual Wednesday walks and has reed beds, lakes and 
bird hides. Leaving this terrain, we climb up to Mudgley where we can 
drink coffee and admire the views. Descending again we walk between 
the water meadows to the car park. Lunch and liquid refreshments can be 
taken at the Panborough Inn, a delighful little pub a short drive away on 
the B3139.  !
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10 August - Winchcombe Way Part 2 (A walk, 22 miles) 
Following the successful but energetic amble last year round the 21 miles 
of part 1 of the new Winchcombe Way, Tony Kerr will be leading a 22-mile 
version of Part 2, starting in Winchcombe and lunching in Snowshill. The 
ascent is relatively modest and in the event of torrential rain a Plan B will 
be adopted. !
10 August - Siston Common (Sunday half-day walk, 5 miles) 
This is a circular walk starting on the edge of New Cheltenham, outside 
the 'Made for Ever' chapel on Anchor Road: bus 7 from central Bristol.  
The walk follows the Dramway Path south across the A420 as far as North 
Common.  We then turn east through suburbs as far as the Siston Brook, 
which we follow back to Warmley, where we join the Railway Path to 
return to the start point.  Mostly paths, though the railway path may be 
busy on a summer Sunday afternoon. Some industrial history.  The walk 
will be a stroll rather than a stride.  A walk following a very similar route 
is scheduled for Saturday, 6 September. !
12 August - Blaise and Kingsweston (evening walk, 4/5 miles) 
A figure of eight walk on the Blaise Estate via Henbury Church, Stratford 
Mill, and Blaise Castle to Kingweston House and back. !
17 August - Sugar Loaf and Crug Mawr (B hill walk, 12.5 miles) 
Starting from the small car park on the minor road between Bettws and 
Forest Coal Pit (GR SO 292200). We will climb steadily to the summit of 
Sugar Loaf, then drop down to the Grwyne Fawr and Grwyne Fechan and 
the watering hole of the Red Lion at Llanbedr.  The second climb crosses 
Crug Mawr to St Ishow’s Church in Patrishow before crossing the shoulder 
of hill between Partishow and Coed y Cerrig, a National Nature Reserve.  
A final climb takes us past the outskirts of Forest Coal Pit back to the 
start.  !
24 August - Llangorse Lake and Mynydd Llangorse (B walk, 12 
miles) 
We start the walk at the car park alongside the Llangorse Lake café.  After 
a pleasant ramble around the west shores of the lake, we make the gentle 
ascent of Allt yr Esgair, which commands wonderful views of the lake and 
the Black Mountains beyond.  The path then descends into Bwlch village 
for a pub lunch. !
In the afternoon we join the Beacons Way up over the open moorland of 
Mynydd Llangorse, before making the final descent via Llangorse village 
to the car park. !
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27 August - Imber (B walk, 15 miles) 
Tony Parsons is leading this walk on Salisbury Plain to visit the village of 
Imber. The walk is additional to the published programme. Imber is an 
area within the MOD Imber Range and is only accessible a few days each 
year. The section of the walk within the Range is along small lanes. There 
will be a chance to visit Imber church. The walk is about 15 miles long 
and there will be no pub stop. Meet at Clifton Down Water Tower at 8:00 
for lift sharing.  If you are arriving by car allow time to park in Ladies Mile 
and walk to the Water Tower.  !
For more information about Imber see 
http://homepage.ntlworld.com/neilskelton/imber/events.html !
31 August - Torquay to Teignmouth (A walk, 13 miles) 
You have two travel options for this 13 mile linear coast walk. You can 
drive from Great George Street to Teignmouth station and travel on the 
10.19 train to Torquay or you can travel the whole way by train. The latter 
option involves catching the 08.28 train from Temple Meads and changing 
for Torquay at Newton Abbot. There are return trains from Teignmouth to 
Temple Meads at 17.27 and 18.14 (Tony Parsons advises that the 
cheapest ticketing arrangements would be separate day return tickets 
from Bristol to Taunton and from Taunton to Torquay, both of which can 
be purchased at Bristol). 
  
The walk is surprisingly undulating as it wends its way past Babbacombe 
and Oddicombe Beach to a late pub stop in a classic Devonian thatched 
building in Maidencombe. The section from here is strenuous in places 
before we enjoy the charms of Shaldon and its beautiful location at the 
mouth of the Teign. A level walk takes us to Teignmouth station and the 
journey home. !
7 September - Fan Fawr (hill walk, 16 miles) 
From the Storey Arms, we walk along Craig y Fro gradually ascending to 
Craig Cerrig-gleisiad and on to summit Fan Frynych.  We then descend to 
the spectacular 'Lorna Doone Valley' for morning break.  Continuing 
through the valley we begin the second ascent initially following a Roman 
Road to summit Fan Nedd.  We stop for lunch at the Maen Llia stone at 
the junction of two valleys.  Climbing Fan Dringarth we follow the Beacons 
Way to Fan Llia and then drop down to cross a stream near the 
Ystradfellte Reservoir.  Keeping the reservoir on our left we make our way 
up Fan Fawr, our final ascent.  Most of the walk is over open access land; 
some of the walk is without the benefit of paths. !
 Commercial corner  
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If you book a holiday with Ramblers Holidays, this Group could receive a 
contribution (£10 for UK holidays, £20 for short haul, £30 for long haul). 
We have registered with Ramblers Holidays: see 
www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership. !
Note that this has no impact on the price you pay for the holiday. So if 
you book with Ramblers Holidays, please be sure to let them know that 
you are a Bristol Ramblers member. !
Most outdoor gear shops offer discounts to Ramblers members. Cotswold 
Outdoor is the Ramblers national sponsor, and their discount is 15%. 
Taunton Leisure sponsor this local Group, and also offer 15% discounts, 
rising to 20% at their regular special events, the next of which will be on 
25 September (and then on 4 December).  !

!  !!!
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