
  eBoot - June 2014 !
  This month’s edition includes: 
•Coach trips 
•Follow us on Facebook 
•Route planning 
•Bristol’s Walking Festival 
•Committee business 
•John’s Wainwrights wander 
•Notices 

• Forthcoming walks 
• Commercial corner !

Coach trips !
There will be coach trips on 15 June (to the North Cotswolds) and 14 
September (to the Gower Peninsular). In both cases, there will be A and B 
linear walks. Tickets are now available at the bargain price of £13 for 
those booking in advance. !
The North Cotswolds walks will be in the Chipping Campden area, passing 
through a number of lovely Cotswold villages and including views of 
Sezincote, “England’s most romantic ‘house-in-a-landscape’”.  !
Places are still available for both trips: contact carew.reynell@gmail.com. !
Follow us on Facebook !
We have set up a Facebook group for communication among Bristol 
Ramblers Group members and to promote the Group and hopefully attract 
new members.  The Facebook group is run as an administered group 
which means that you can request to join at any time provided you have 
a Facebook page in your own name. This is a Facebook rule and not one 
we have chosen.  In real terms you do not need to use your own personal 
Facebook page, but you need to have one. !
It is simple to set up a Facebook page, but perhaps wise to use a separate 
email address rather than your main email account.  This will obviate the 
bother of ‘notifications’ that will ping in. !
Once approved, you gain access to the Bristol Ramblers page, which will 
allow you to make contributions and take either an active part in the 
discussions or just browse other members’ contributions.   It is very early 
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days, but as more of you join, the more interesting the page will be. !
For example, you can: 
• Give a quick update with information 
• Upload and tag some photos or video 
• Start an event  
• Link to walking holiday deals and competitions of interest to our group 
• Tell a quick anecdote or joke 
• Use Facebook chat to chat with the whole group or individual member 
• Give something away 
• Link to something useful 
• Ask a question !
How can you help? There are a number of ways members can help: !
1.  Encourage every member to join our Facebook group.  
2.  Contribute in some way. For example if you see a photograph or 
read an article that is published then add a comment. Discussion is good 
and the more discussion we can generate the more rewarding our 
group becomes. 
3.  You will also see by every comment of photograph, the words Like, 
Comment and in many cases Share. 
a.  Like: If you have enjoyed looking at something or reading a 
comment then please Like it. It is always nice to know that the 
efforts of those who publish content are getting approval. In a 
way it’s the same as saying ‘thank you’. 
b.  Comment: This is an easy one, don’t be afraid to add comment 
but please keep it constructive, complimentary or humorous. 
Friendly disagreements on a comment are also welcome but 
please be aware that any rude or offensive comments will be 
removed. 
c.  Share: When you click on Share it means that this article or 
photograph will be published on your own personal time frame, 
in effect creating a much larger audience. For example, a 
photograph is published of a fantastic view. Not only have you 
clicked on Like, maybe posted a Comment but also clicked on 
Share. You have 100 friends on your personal time line who will 
now also see this fabulous photo and if 10 of those were to do 
this, each having 100 friends, the audience has now grown to 
1000 outside the group and if half of all those clicked on Share 
too, then that photograph has now amassed a potential 5000 
views and so on. !
Facebook offers a way to help to sustain the growth of the Bristol 
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Ramblers Group. If we can contribute great photographs and great 
content, we can potentially increase our ‘real life’ membership, and it 
costs absolutely nothing. !
Route planning !
Those who have used the Walkhighlands GPS route-planner, and who 
found the 'Upload gpx file' feature very useful until it was removed, might 
like to know that the WalkLakes website has a similar feature, available 
free of charge to anyone who registers with the site. See 
www.walklakes.co.uk/maps/ !
Bristol Walking Festival !
Thank you to all of those who contributed walks to this year’s Walking 
Festival - England’s biggest walking festival. We hope everyone found 
something to enjoy. !
The 2015 Festival is already being discussed. If you have any suggestions 
for what might be included, drop eileenbartlett65@gmail.com a line. !
Committee business !
The Group’s AGM will take place on 22 October at Redland Green Bowling 
Club at 19:00 for 19:30 start. The speaker will be Richard Cornock, a 
local farmer.  !
If you would like to join the Committee, or to nominate anyone else, 
please let Carew know. We would, in particular, welcome input to publicity 
and communications. !
We are also desperate for help with the Ramblers stand at the Festival of 
Nature on Sunday 15 June. If you could help, please contact 
carew.reynell@gmail.com or stephendraper14@gmail.com. Without help, we will 
have to cancel our attendance. !
John’s Wainwrights wander !
Some of you will know that John Wrigley, stalwart of the A walks 
programme, has embarked on a backpacking trek that will take in all 214 
of the Lake District ‘Wainwrights’ in a single (multi-day) walk. You can 
follow his progress at www.allthewainwrights.wordpress.com. !
Notices 
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!
Dundry Slopes Discovery Day - the Friends of Dundry Slopes and the 
Avon Wildlife Trust are holding a Discovery Day, 1pm-4pm on 1 June, 
around the Scout Hut at 501 Bishport Avenue. Wildlife walk and bug hunt! 
For more information, contact kellybray@avonwildlifetrust.org.uk to 0117 
9800393. !
Research project - we have been contacted by a researcher, who writes: 
‘As part of my postgraduate studies I am carry out a research project 
which is wholly independent, and focuses on National Trails; as such I am 
seeking the views of walkers. I would be very grateful you could forward 
on to any members who would be willing to spend a few minutes 
completing the online survey. If you don't feel it's appropriate to do so, 
please don't worry. All results will remain confidential. !
The survey can be accessed online: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/
longdistancetrails.' !
Forthcoming walks !
Full details of the walks programme are in the published programme and 
on the website. Further information about some walks is set out below. !
Details of walk updates are given on the website home page.  If a walk 
leader needs to update information for a walk, please send the details to 
Tony Kerr or to committee members Tony, Carew, Eileen, Susan or Wendy. !
Note that the Council’s excellent monthly Make Sunday Special days 
include lots of street-based activity in the city centre. One side-effect of 
this is that access to Great George Street is not straightforward. Keep an 
eye on the website for possible changes to the meeting point for Sunday 
walks… !
So, on Sunday 1 June - meet at the water tower on the Downs for 
the B walk, and at Great George Street for the A walk. Note that 
access to Great George Street will only be possible via Hill Street, which 
in turn can be accessed from St George’s Road/Deanery Road to the west 
and from Colston Street/Frogmore Street to the east.  !
1 June - Garth Hill and Castell Coch (A walk, 16 miles)  
David Pingstone’s walk starts from Caerphilly Common car park and 
crosses lovely countryside and woods to reach the Taff Vale and the River. 
We cross this to start the climb up Garth Hill, which, weather permitting, 
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will give us superb views. We then drop down and make our way to the 
pub stop at Pentyrch. !
Our route then takes us back across the Taff Vale and up to Castell Coch, 
a fairy tale style castle. From here the Taff Trail takes us to the start of 
the Craig yr Allt ridge, which we traverse, with splendid views again. Then 
up to Caerphilly Common and a short distance back to the cars. !
1 June - Dursley (B walk, 11.5 miles) 
Start at Cam Peak and Long Down Car Park (Map ref: 767:994/Post code: 
GL11 5HQ). !
Ben Mackay’s walk has been brought forward from January. It starts at 
Cam near Dursley. The route takes us through farmland, two lovely 
beechwoods and over two ridges, picking up the Cotswold Way at the 
Tyndale Memorial with its fine views. Lunch at The Black Horse at North 
Nibley, after which we climb up to Stinchcombe Hill Golf Club.  From there 
we descend to Dursley and make our way back to the start.   !
3 June - Sea Mills to Clifton Down (evening walk, 4/5 miles)  
Not a repeat of the oft-trodden route from Sea Mills Station along the 
Avon and up the Bishops Knoll Steps and on to Sea Walls. Instead, a 
gentler climb through the nature reserve to the Mariners' Path. Doubtless  
disintegration and dissolution will set in at the edge of the Downs, where 
buses and pubs are available. Trains in both directions from Clifton Down,  
of course.   !
4 June - Harptrees/Greendown (Wednesday walk, 5/6 miles) 
We meet in West Harptree at the Memorial and walk to East Harptree 
across the fields. There we climb to the top of the village and ascend to 
Greendown Batch (quite steep in places) along a section of Monarch's 
Way. We then turn west to Smitham Hill (good views of Chew Lake) via 
the old lead working's chimney, before descending to West Harptree.  
Lunch in the Crown. 
                                                               
5 June - Stoke Bishop (evening walk, 4/5 miles)  
A very pleasant evening stroll along some of Stoke Bishop’s less-
frequented footpaths. We will visit parts of the Blaise Estate, Henbury 
golf-course, Canford Park and Stoke Lodge. Expect open green spaces 
and leafy woodland. By the end of the walk you will know the area much 
better than you previously did and will doubtless have fallen for some of 
its many charms. !
8 June - Dunster (A walk, 15 miles) 
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From Dunster we climb Gallax Hill and visit the ancient settlement of Bat’s 
Castle. The route heads west through woodland to Timberscombe before 
continuing up the Avill valley. We then climb the lower slopes of Dunkery 
Hill before descending to the beautiful village of Wootton  Courtenay with 
its array of cottage gardens. A steep climb through woodland will bring us 
on to the ridge which we follow all the way back to Dunster. To our left we 
shall see North Hill and the Bristol Channel while the rolling hills of 
Exmoor are to our right. There is a paucity of pubs in this part of Exmoor 
so please note that there will be no visit to licensed premises during this 
walk. !
8 June - Lower Lydbrook (B walk, 13 miles) 
Keith Budd’s walk explores the countryside to the east of Symonds Yat. 
Starting from Lower Lydbrook, it proceeds to take in Ruardean, Coppet 
Hill, and Welsh Bicknor, with an afternoon pub-stop/break at Goodrich en 
route. Expect to see a lot of the River Wye and many excellent, panoramic 
views (weather permitting) of this lovely, unspoilt area and its many little 
hamlets. !
15 June - Moreton-in-Marsh to Dover’s Hill (coach trip, 12 and 16 
mile routes) 
The routes pass through archetypical east Cotswold scenery, mostly 
following sections of the Monarch’s Way and the Heart of England Way. 
Among the villages en route are Longborough (home of the Cotswolds 
Glyndebourne: Wagner tubas need not be carried), Bourton-on-the-Hill, 
Blockley and Chipping Campden. !
18 June - Bath to Marshfield (Wednesday walk, 9 miles) 
We meet outside the main entrance to Bath railway station at 10:15 and 
head out of Bath along the canal to Bathampton. A short road walk takes 
us across the Avon on the toll bridge to Batheaston. From here we make 
our way up the scenic St Catherine’s valley, stopping for a picnic on the 
way. At the top of the valley is Marshfield from where the 16:00 bus back 
to Bristol should leave us time to sample the highly recommended tea 
shop. There’s also a 17:00 bus to Bristol for anyone who wants to spend a 
little longer, but please note that by the time we get to Marshfield there 
will be NO more buses back to Bath. 
  
For more information contact Mike Fox on 0117 9624705 or 07763 
346970. 
  
22 June - Sugarloaf (B walk, 11 miles) 
Roger Griffiths’ walk starts at Llangenny and winds its way slowly uphill 
until we get our first view of Sugarloaf. The walk then descends slightly so 
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we get the maximum value of the ascent up to the top of Sugarloaf (1955 
feet), where we have our coffee break. Hopefully there will be glorious 
views from top. We then descend through picturesque countryside to the 
lunch stop at Llanbedr. There is pub (Red Lion) and a pleasant 
churchyard. After lunch, we ascend Table Mountain (Crug Hywel) for our 
tea stop before descending to a river (Grwyne Fawr) which we follow 
along the riverbank back to Llangenny.  !
29 June - Avebury (B walk, 11 miles) 
Paula will lead a walk from Avebury, featuring historic stones and 
barrows, part of the Ridgeway and views across the Wiltshire countryside. 
The walk includes only gentle hills. There is no pub en route, but there is 
a pub and a cafe at the end.  !
3 July - Sea Mills (evening walk, 5 miles)  
A delightful evening stroll along the banks of both the River Trym and the 
River Avon, plus a short stretch of Shirehampton golf-course and the 
'Severn Way Link'. We will also visit the beautiful SSSI at Sneyd Park and 
the nearby Bishops Knoll terraced gardens as well. This is a continuously 
varied and interesting outing, designed to please and intrigue, and should 
be in everyone's diary. !
6 July - Bradford-on-Avon (B walk, 10 miles)     
After travelling from Great George Street, Jill Bird’s walk will start from 
the far car park at Bradford-on-Avon railway station. !
13 July - Biddestone (B walk, 13 miles) 
A delightful, undemanding walk in rural West Wilts, encompassing the 
beautiful villages of Biddestone, Castle Coombe and Slaughterford. Expect 
green, open spaces, lovely woodlands, riverside walking and leafy lanes - 
plus a nice pub with villagegreen and duckpond attatched! Quintessential 
English countryside in fact, with the bonus of handsome, cotswold-stone 
buildings to greet you at every other turn. !
16 July - Congresbury (Wednesday walk, 6 miles) 
Reg Lonergan’s walk will follow a woodland path through Ball Wood, 
climbing onto Wrington Hill, descending the hillside into the pretty village 
of Wrington, and returning to Congresbury via the path which follows the 
River Yeo. !
24 July - Source of the Malago (evening walk, 6/7 miles)  
The slopes of Dundry contain many springs, and some of these have been 
important water-souces for the people of Bristol for a very long time. This 
evening, we will be locating the start-point of one of these, the Malago. 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We'll begin at Headley Park, head on to Bishopsworth and then Highridge 
Common, before eventually gaining Dundry via steep country lanes. 
Expect excellent views over Bristol if the weather is kind! After reaching 
our target, we then need to make the grassy descent to Hartcliffe before 
making our way very pleasantly back through Crox Bottom ands Imperial 
Park. 
 
Please note that this is quite a challenging outing, especially if the 
weather is poor, and you will need to be able to maintain a good pace in 
order to complete it in daylight! Boots are recommended. !
 Commercial corner  !
If you book a holiday with Ramblers Holidays, this Group could receive a 
contribution (£10 for UK holidays, £20 for short haul, £30 for long haul). 
We have registered with Ramblers Holidays: see 
www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership. !
Note that this has no impact on the price you pay for the holiday. So if 
you book with Ramblers Holidays, please be sure to let them know that 
you are a Bristol Ramblers member. !
Many outdoor gear shops offer discounts to Ramblers members. Cotswold 
Outdoor is the Ramblers national sponsor, and their discount is 15%. 
Taunton Leisure sponsor this local Group, and also offer 15% discounts, 
rising to 20% at their regular special events, the next of which will be on 
19 June (and then on 25 September and 4 December).  !

!  !!!
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