
  eBoot - May 2014 !
  This month’s edition includes: 
•Coach trips 
•Bristol’s Walking Festival 
•Message to potential walk leaders 
•Committee business 
•Alan Burton 
•Forthcoming walks 
•Wessex Wanderer Railway Walks 

• Commercial corner !
Coach trips !
There will be coach trips on 15 June (to the North Cotswolds) and 14 
September (to the Gower Peninsular). In both cases, there will be A and B 
linear walks. Tickets are now available at the bargain price of £13 for 
those booking in advance. !
The North Cotswolds walks will be in the Chipping Campden area, passing 
through a number of lovely Cotswold villages and including views of 
Sezincote, “England’s most romantic ‘house-in-a-landscape’”.  !
Bookings are not yet sufficient to make the trip viable, so if you having 
been putting your booking off, please contact Carew soon 
(carew.reynell@gmail.com). !
Bristol Walking Festival !
The UK’s largest urban walking festival is now well underway.   
More information about the Festival is available at 
www.bristolwalkingfestival.co.uk. !
Remember, if you are taking part in any one or more of the 150 guided 
walks and events, you can take photos  and enter them into a 
competition. The winners will exhibited at the Create Centre from 2 June. 
You could have a chance of winning a range of prizes including a meal and 
a swim at the Clifton Lido. The full terms and conditions for the 
competition can be found on the Festival website. !
In addition to the walks, there are a number of events: talks at Stamfords 
(for which there is a generally charge), and a free presentation by 
researchers from Bristol University’s Centre for Exercise, Nutrition and 
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Health Sciences on 28 May. !
Message to potential walk leaders !
We are always looking for new walk leaders.  If you have not previously 
led a walk, perhaps you would like to pair up with someone else to plan 
and lead one. This could either be another person new to leading, or it 
could be an experienced leader. If you would like to do this, please 
contact the appropriate walk coordinator. !
Committee business !
The Committee will meet on 7 May. If there is anything that you think 
that the Committee should be discussing, please contact 
carew.reynell@gmail.com. !
The Group’s AGM will take place on 22 October at Redland Green Bowling 
Club at 19:00 for 19:30 start. The speaker will be Richard Cornock, a 
local farmer.  !
If you would like to join the Committee, or to nominate anyone else, 
please let Carew know. The Group would benefit particularly benefit from 
input to publicity and communications. !
Alan Burton !
The sad news of Alan’s death has previously been reported. His ashes will 
be scattered on the Dorset coast on Thursday 22 May. A free coach will 
leave Fishponds at 9.30am and the bus/coach stop in Millennium Square 
(behind @Bristol) at 9.45am, to drive to Charmouth. It will return to 
Bristol at about 6pm. The programme at Charmouth will depend a bit on 
the weather, but it is intended that there should be a short walk. !
If you would like to take this opportunity to pay last respects to Alan, 
please contact Chris Williams (chrisvinecottage@hotmail.com, 0117 
9650156, 07796268170). !
Forthcoming walks !
Full details of the walks programme are in the published programme and 
on the website. Further information about some walks is set out below. !

!  2

mailto:carew.reynell@gmail.com
mailto:chrisvinecottage@hotmail.com


This year’s excellent programme of evening walks started in April. There 
will be walks most Tuesday and Thursday evenings. This month sees the 
start of the 2014 programme of Wessex Wanderer Walks. !
Details of walk updates are given on the website home page.  If a walk 
leader needs to update information for a walk, please send the details to 
Tony Kerr or to committee members Tony, Carew, Eileen, Susan or Wendy.  !
1 May - Kings Weston (evening walk, 5 miles) 
A pleasant evening stroll around the estates of Kings Weston and Blaise. 
Expect woodland paths and green open spaces, and a splendid mansion 
overlooking the Severn. We shall also walk the perimeters of the 
delightful Shirehampton Golf Course with its excellent setting and views 
of the River Avon below. !
4 May - Ledbury and the Malverns (A walk, 15 miles) 
We will start from Ledbury with its half-timbered buildings, market hall 
and impressive parish church. Leaving the town, we will head through 
woodland and past orchards to reach Oyster Hill (which perhaps we 
should not climb in May as there is no “r” in the month). The route then 
heads eastwards to Colwall and next ascends to the Wyche gap, passing a 
school with its own miniature railway. We climb on to the main Malvern 
ridge and follow its crest until we descend to our lunch stop at the 
Malvern Hills Hotel. A steep climb to Herefordshire Beacon ensues and we 
continue to follow the ridge until we head south-west to Eastnor Park 
from where we shall have views of Eastnor Castle. From there it is an 
easy stroll back to the architectural delights of Ledbury. !
7 May - Purdown, Snuff Mills and Eastville Park (Wednesday walk, 
5/6 miles) 
The walk from Montpelier Station takes us alongside the local railway and 
through hidden parts of St.Werburgs and up to a small nature reserve. 
We cross Muller Road to walk up on to Purdown with great views to the 
east and west of Bristol. We descend again to cross under the M32 for a 
coffee and natural break at Snuff Mills. Our return route follows the River 
Frome back through  Eastville Park to ascend again through a different 
area of St. Werburgs back to the start. There are some short steep 
sections and it could be wet underfoot as we descend Purdown, but much 
of the walk is on paved paths. There are no stiles. !
8 May - Snuff Mills (evening walk, 6 miles) 
The walk begins at Frenchay and passes some of its historic buildings, 
including two bridges, before heading down the Frome Valley. The river is 
followed to Snuff Mills and more historic sites before returning to 
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Frenchay via Oldbury Court Estate and a look at some more modern 
developments. The walk begins and ends at The White Lion so 
refreshments are available. !
11 May - Dundas (B walk, 13 miles) 
Starting from the George Inn, there is a gentle start along the canal 
before turning steeply uphill on an old dramway through Bathhampton 
woods and across the golf course to Sham Castle before crossing 
Claverton Down to Tucking Mill. From there, we will cross Midford Brook at 
Monkton Combe, then up through the woods to Limpley Stoke. We return 
via the Kennet & Avon canal to Dundas aquaduct, a steep climb to 
Conkwell and an undulating route along Bathford Hill to Brown’s Folly and 
Bathford. There is an easy route back from Dundas should there be a 
requirement for one. !
14 May - Downend to Fishponds (Wednesday walk, 6 miles) 
Linear walk starting at the Leap bridge in Downend and finishing in 
Fishponds. We will walk through the Leap Valley local nature reserve, 
enjoying wild flowers and birdsong. Then cross the M4 via a footbridge to 
pick up the Frome Valley trail to Oldbury Court Estate. Next we walk 
across the park using a bit of Reptons path and then make our way to 
Fishponds park. There are several choices of bars and coffee shops to 
refresh ourselves before catching a bus back to the start or into Bristol. !
14 May - Solsbury Hill (mid-week A walk, 16 miles) 
Starting at Swineford we head up to the Prospect Stone and over the 
racecourse to Lansdown and the village of Woolley, then to Little Solsbury 
Hill. After a circuit of the hill we drop down to St Catherine’s Brook and 
follow its course along the valley until we reach Monkswood Reservoir 
where we will head west, visiting Tadwick, the Monument, Hanging Hill, 
finally skirting Pipley Wood before dropping down to North Stoke and our 
start/finish at Swineford.  Expect fine views if the weather is kind. !
17 May - Frome (Wessex Wanderer Walk, 6 miles) 
The first of the Wessex Wanderer Railway Walks takes place today, so 
summer must be arriving at long last.  The walk is a circular walk and is a 
leisurely walk that includes a guided tour (given by the Civic Society 
guides) and lasts for approximately 1.5 hours.  This tour is free (but 
transport costs have to be paid for) and it would be advisable to book a 
place for the tour in advance to ensure that the correct number of guides 
are arranged. There are options for lunch (cafes, pubs or alfresco!!).  
Train departs from Bristol Temple Meads  at 08.39 and arrives at Frome at 
09.36, and there are return trains at 14.39 or 16.29. 
Leaders: Ann Light & Peter Gould 
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!
20 May - Beese’s Tea Gardens (evening walk, 5 miles)           
Meet at 6.30pm at the corner of Church Hill and Brislington Hill in 
Brislington Village, to explore lesser known highways and byways, parks, 
woods and riverbanks.  Sadly, the tea gardens aren't open on Tuesday 
evenings, but you may be inspired to visit them on another occasion. !
25 May - Talybont (hill walk, 18 miles) 
Based on the classic Talybont Trial, this walk is a tough 18 miles and has 
4500 feet of ascent. Starting near Talybont Reservoir, the route takes in 
Tor Y Foel, the Chartists’ Cave, Pant Y Cregiau and Craig Pwilfa.  Much of 
the walk is pathless, rough going and remote.  However, hopefully the 
pay-off will be in form of superb views.  !
28 May - Rowberrow (Wednesday walk, 6 miles) 
An energetic walk on the Mendip Hills that includes the limestone cliffs 
and pot holes of Burrington, the ramparts of the Dolebury hill fort and the 
wooded slopes of Rowberrow Bottom with some fine views. !
28 May - Iford Manor Gardens (Wessex Wanderer Walk, 5 miles) 
Please note that the return train time (to Bristol) is now 16.53, not 15.53 
as stated in the programme. !
The Gardens will be open from 2-5pm. !
31 May - Hawkesbury Upton (Saturday walk, 6.5 miles) 
10am  starting at Hawkesbury Upton Village Hall Car Park. !
A walk along Cotswold valleys and villages, with some steep inclines. We 
include a visit to Midger Wood Nature Reserve: a pretty, mossy vale and 
habitat for dormice. From the Wood, we follow part of the Monarch's Way 
back to Hawkesbury Upton. !
Drinks and food are available at the Beautfort Arms, opposite the car 
park.  !
1 June - Dursley (B walk, 11.5 miles) 
Start at Cam Peak and Long Down Car Park (Map ref: 767:994/Post code: 
GL11 5HQ). !
This walk has been brought forward from January. It starts at Cam near 
Dursley. The route takes us through farmland, two lovely beechwoods and 
over two ridges, picking up the Cotswold Way at the Tyndale Memorial 
with its fine views. Lunch at The Black Horse at North Nibley, after which 
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we climb up to Stinchcombe Hill Golf Club.  From there we descend to 
Dursley and make our way back to the start.   !
8 June - Dunster (A walk, 15 miles) 
From Dunster we climb Gallax Hill and visit the ancient settlement of Bat’s 
Castle. The route heads west through woodland to Timberscombe before 
continuing up the Avill valley. We then climb the lower slopes of Dunkery 
Hill before descending to the beautiful village of Wootton  Courtenay with 
its array of cottage gardens. A steep climb through woodland will bring us 
on to the ridge which we follow all the way back to Dunster. To our left we 
shall see North Hill and the Bristol Channel while the rolling hills of 
Exmoor are to our right. There is a paucity of pubs in this part of Exmoor 
so please note that there will be no visit to licensed premises during this 
walk. !
22 June - Sugarloaf (B walk, 11 miles) 
The walk starts at Llangenny and winds its way slowly uphill until we get 
our first view of Sugarloaf. The walk then descends slightly so we get the 
maximum value of the ascent up to the top of Sugarloaf (1955 feet), 
where we have our coffee break. Hopefully there will be glorious views 
from top. We then descend through picturesque countryside to the lunch 
stop at Llanbedr. There is pub (Red Lion) and a pleasant churchyard. After 
lunch, we ascend Table Mountain (Crug Hywel) for our tea stop before 
descending to a river (Grwyne Fawr) which we follow along the riverbank 
back to Llangenny.  !
29 June - Avebury (B walk, 11 miles) 
Paula will lead a walk from Avebury, featuring historic stones and 
barrows, part of the Ridgeway and views across the Wiltshire countryside. 
The walk includes only gentle hills. There is no pub en route, but there is 
a pub and a cafe at the end.   
  
Wessex Wanderer Railway Walks !
Summer has now arrived, or it will be shortly, as the Wessex Wanderer 
Railway Walks season starts on Saturday 17 May 2014 and finishes on 
Saturday 11 October 2014. The programme includes a series of 31 walks 
up and down the Bristol to Weymouth Railway Line - walks that are on the 
Bristol group programme will be described where possible in the e-Boot, 
but there are other walks on the programme. See the full programme 
on the Wessex Wanderer Railway Walks website at http://
www.wessexrailwaywalks.org.uk/. This will include any updates, admission 
charges etc, where known. !
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These attract walkers from all 4 areas that cover the line (Avon, 
Somerset, Dorset and Wiltshire). Timings are based on the up and down 
trains (up from Weymouth and down from Bristol Temple Meads.)  This 
will explain why there is sometimes a wait for the walk to start.  Look 
forward to seeing you on a Wessex Wanderer Railway Walk at some stage 
over the summer and if you have any queries about the walks, please 
either contact the leader direct or the walks coordinator (Ann Light on 
telephone number 0117) 979 8628 and all other details can be found on 
the programme. !
Commercial corner  !
You will be aware that HF Holidays are now the Ramblers ‘recommended 
walking holiday provider’. Among the benefits are donations to the 
Ramblers when members take HF holidays. !
Also note that if you book a holiday with Ramblers Holidays, this Group 
could receive a contribution (£10 for UK holidays, £20 for short haul, £30 
for long haul). We have registered with Ramblers Holidays: see 
www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership. !
Note that this has no impact on the price you pay for the holiday. So if 
you book with Ramblers Holidays, please be sure to let them know that 
you are a Bristol Ramblers member. !
Cotswold Outdoor is the Ramblers national sponsor, and their discount is 
15%. Taunton Leisure sponsor this local Group, and also offer 15% 
discounts, rising to 20% at their regular special events, the next of which 
will be on 19 June (and then on 25 September and 4 December).  !

!  !!!
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