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Coach trips !
There will be coach trips on 15 June (to the North Cotswolds) and 14 
September (to the Gower Peninsular). In both cases, there will be A and B 
linear walks. Tickets are now available at the bargain price of £13 for 
those booking in advance. !
The North Cotswolds walks will be in the Chipping Camden area, lovely 
and interesting. Book early to avoid disappointment: contact Carew 
(carew.reynell@gmail.com). !
Ceilidh !
The Group’s ceilidh took place on 21 March, and if you missed it, you 
should be kicking yourself. A great time was had by all: one newcomer 
said that they had never been to such an event and seen so many people 
dancing. !
Thanks to Karen O’Sullivan, who has kindly agreed to organise another 
one next year. !
Bristol’s Walking Festival !
The UK’s largest urban walking festival will take place in Bristol from 
Saturday 26 April until Monday 26 May 2014. The Programme for the 
Festival has now been finalised. Thanks to those of you who have 
contributed to this wide ranging programme of over 150 walks - hopefully 
something for everyone. It includes history trails, nature walks, country 
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strolls, art workshops. food foraging signing and theatre walks. !
The programme can be downloaded from http://www.bristol.gov.uk/sites/
default/files/documents/transport_and_streets/walking/Bristol
%20Walking%20Festival%202014.pdf. !
There will be a launch event for the Festival on 26 April at City Hall and 
outside on College Green from 11am to 5.00pm. It will be opened by the 
Lord Mayor, and Cllr Barbara Janke will be there in her role as the Walking 
Champion in the council. It is expected that John Darvell from BBC Radio 
Bristol will also be attending and interviewing some people for his show 
on the following Monday. !
If you would like to volunteer to help set up and /or take down, be a 
meeter and greeter or a steward on College Green or help with the 
Ramblers stand on Saturday 26 April, please contact Eileen  
eileenbartlett65@gmail.com !
If you are unable to volunteer, we hope that you will be able to support 
the Festival by coming along to the some of the walks or to the launch 
event. 
   
More information about the Walking Festival, including the Festival 
programme, is available at www.bristolwalkingfestival.co.uk. !
Committee business !
The Committee met on 25 March. A number of things were discussed, 
including: !
• Forthcoming events. The Bristol Ramblers stand will be out and about – 

at the launch of the Walking Festival (26 April), the Redland May Fair 
(afternoon of 5 May) and the Festival of Nature (14/15 June). We would 
be very grateful if you could spare some time to help, particularly on 
Sunday 15 June: please contact carew.reynell@gmail.com if you could 
help. 

• Bristol Green Capital 2015. We have signed up as contributors to the 
Green Capital partnership, and we have suggested a number of things 
that might be done during the year to raise the profile of existing 
walking routes. 

• Attracting new members. We currently attend various events to 
promote the Group; distribute the walks programme to libraries, sports 
centres and the retirement centre; try to get positive publicity when 
opportunities arise. However, we have not been successful in finding a 
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Group Publicity person, and we will discuss with the Avon Area the 
possibility of doing more proactive publicity work across Avon. If you 
have any bright ideas, please let us know. 

• Facebook. Wendy Britton will establish a long-awaited Bristol Ramblers 
presence on Facebook. !

Message to potential walk leaders !
We are always looking for new walk leaders.  If you have not previously 
led a walk, perhaps you would like to pair up with someone else to plan 
and lead one. This could either be another person new to leading, or it 
could be an experienced leader. If you would like to do this, please 
contact the appropriate walk coordinator. !
Every Step Counts -Walking for Health !
Stuart Riddle is the project officer for Every Step Counts, the Walking for 
Health outreach project in Bristol. During the Spring, 12-week walking 
programmes are starting across the city (including S. Glos/N. Somerset), 
based at a number of different community and health hubs. In order to 
deliver these, Stuart is in urgent need of more volunteers (especially walk 
leaders). If you could help this excellent project, please contact him at 
stuart.riddle@ramblers.org.uk. !
Buses !
On the 1st April there are going to be changes to various bus routes in 
Bristol.  For details see 
http://www.travelwest.info/sites/default/files/13th%20April
%202014%20Service%20Changes_0.pdf. !!
Alan Burton !
The sad news of Alan’s death has previously been reported. His ashes will 
be scattered on the Dorset coast on Thursday 22 May. A free coach will 
leave Fishponds at 9.30am and the bus/coach stop in Millennium Square 
(behind @Bristol) at 9.45am, to drive to Charmouth. It will return to 
Bristol at about 6pm. The programme at Charmouth will depend a bit on 
the weather, but it is intended that there should be a short walk. !
If you would like to take this opportunity to pay last respects to Alan, 
please contact Chris Williams (chrisvinecottage@hotmail.com, 0117 
9650156, 07796268170). 
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Forthcoming walks !
Full details of the walks programme are in the published programme and 
on the website. But note a few variations: 
• the Taunton canal walk on 2 April has been cancelled because of 

continuing problems with the railway. See below for the replacement 
walk; 

• a walk has been added to the programme on 27 April - see below; 
• there will no longer be a pub stop on the B Hill Walk on 4 May - the pub 

has closed! !
This year’s excellent programme of evening walks starts with Gwyneth’s 
Bristol Street Art walk on 29 April. There will be walks most Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings. !
2 April - Portishead coast and countryside (Wednesday walk, 6 miles) 
This walk takes the place of the cancelled Taunton canal walk. The leader 
will meet the group at Portishead bus stop - the bus pulls up just off the  
High Street. Take the 9.30 a.m. X2 or X3 from Bristol bus station. There 
will be a pub lunch or drinks at finish. !
For more information, phone the leader (Dan) on 01454 625313. !
6 April - Box/Colerne (A walk, 15 miles) 
Starting from the common at Box Hill, the route passes Hazelbury Manor 
before descending to Box, crossing Brunel’s railway and climbing to 
Colerne. It then descends to join the By Brook at Slaughterford and on to 
the lunch stop in the vicinity of The White Heart at Ford. Refreshed, we 
will return down the valley of the By Brook, passing the old RAF Defence 
Communications Network headquarters at Rudloe Manor, and ascending 
back to Box Hill. When pre-walked, there were primroses and spring 
lambs - perhaps withered/roasted by April. !
13 April - Ruardean and Coppet Hill (A walk, 15 miles) 
Keith Budd’s walk explores the countryside to the east of Symonds Yat. It 
takes in Coppet Hill, both Welsh Bicknor and English Bicknor, with an 
afternoon pub-stop at Lower Lydbrook en route. Expect to see a lot of the 
River Wye and many excellent, panoramic views (weather permitting) of 
this lovely, unspoilt area and it's many little hamlets. !
13 April - Near Bruton (B walk, 12 miles)  
Tony Parsons will be leading a B walk over the hills around Bruton. As well 
as visiting Bruton Town, we will also visit Pitcombe and Batcombe. Part of 
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the walk follows the route of the Mendip Ring. This is a long distance path 
in 9 legs (overall length 117 miles), using public footpaths and other 
rights of way to follow as closely as possible the boundary of the local 
government district of Mendip.  !
16 April - Nailsea to Yatton (Wednesday walk, 9 miles) 
Peter Gould will lead this walk across the plain and up Backwell Hill, down 
Taps Combe for lunch at Brockley Church, then on the level to 
Yatton. There is no pub at lunch time but a good one opposite  the station 
– and a good train service back to Bristol should you care to linger. !
Note:if adverse weather persists, this walk may have to be cancelled. 
Please check the website. 
  
19 April - Victoria Park (Saturday walk, 5 miles) 
This is a repeat of a Sunday afternoon walk from last year when people  
were beguiled by a hefty opera star, a hermit, a Turkish wrestling 
champion and other antiquarian  scraps. Choice of lunch providers around 
Temple Meads. 
  
20 April - Bristol Squares (Sunday afternoon walk, 5 miles) 
This is a variant of a Bristol Backs Walk through the  surviving squares 
above and under Kingsdown. Dustbin aficionados will be disappointed by 
Quakers Friars nowadays. Another disintegrating walk well served by  
public transport. Downhill all the way, unless you care to walk back up. !
20 April - The Ridgeway (B walk, 12 miles) 
Avoiding any Bank Holiday traffic, we head east and in less than an hour 
we will be taking in the delights of the Ridgeway, reliably referred to as 
‘the oldest continually used trackway in the world.’ Waylands Smithy Long 
Barrow, Uffington Fort, White Horse Hill - the highest point in Wiltshire - 
are the morning highlights. The lunch stop, with pub, is in the Oxfordshire 
village of Uffington. A delightful selection of hamlets with thatched 
cottages pepper our return walk, with, hopefully, Franco and his ice-
cream van in attendance. !
23 April - Leigh Woods/Ashton Court (Wednesday walk, 6 miles) 
Starting from The George at Abbots Leigh, we briefly join the Monarch's 
Way before entering Leigh Woods. After winding through the woods we 
head for Ashton Court where a short detour to the Golf Cafe is on offer. 
From there we skirt the deer park, eventually reaching the beautiful 
Abbots Pool (thought to have originated as a pond to provide fresh fish for 
the Abbot of St. Augustine's Abbey). Then it's a short distance back to 
The George for lunch or a picnic nearby.  
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27 April - Shepton Mallet/Cranmore (B walk, 9 miles) 
Paula will be leading this walk from Shepton Mallet, through the eastern 
Mendips, to the old railway station at Cranmore. The return route should 
offer some good views. This walk offers history and an exploration of 
Shepton Mallet and surrounding countryside in a fairly easy ramble. !
27 April - Dundry slopes (Sunday half-day walk, 4 miles) 
Julie and Maureen will be leading this walk across Bristol's 
woodland slopes. The walk is part of the Bristol Walking Festival, to re-
acquaint local residents with improvements on their doorstep, although it 
is naturally open to all.  The walk will meander across cleared and 
improved paths across the slopes of Dundry. Further details will appear on 
the website. The walk will start at 11am at the front entrance to 
Morrisons supermarket, Peterson Ave, BS13 0BE. Buses 75, 36.   !
27 April - Exmoor experience (A walk, 15 miles) 
The walk will start at County Gates and will be chosen from two routes, 
depending on the weather. 
  
If the weather is good we will be doing a walk that was very cold and wet 
last year. From County Gates we go west along the coast to Countisbury, 
drop down to Watersmeet, then follow the East Lynn river to Rockford for 
lunch. After lunch, we will travel south to Shilstone and Dry Bridge, east 
down Lank Coombe to Badgworthy Water, then north to Malmsmead with 
a short sharp climb to our start/finish. 
  
If the weather is not so good, we will go from County Gates, following the 
coast west to Foreland Point, uphill and onward to Lynmouth for lunch. 
There is a steep climb after lunch to Myrtleberry Cleave, then east to 
Watersmeet and Brendon, and we finish with a climb to County Gates. 
  
Two good walks with a good pub stop for lunch, both quite hard with lots 
of climbing. The choice of walks will be the choice of Chris and Jeanie on 
the day! !
1 May - Kings Weston (evening walk, 5 miles) 
A pleasant evening stroll around the estates of Kings Weston and Blaise. 
Expect woodland paths and green open spaces, and a splendid mansion 
overlooking the Severn. We shall also walk the perimeters of the 
delightful Shirehampton Golf Course with its excellent setting and views 
of the River Avon below. !
4 May - Ledbury and the Malverns (A walk, 15 miles) 
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We will start from Ledbury with its half-timbered buildings, market hall 
and impressive parish church. Leaving the town, we will head through 
woodland and past orchards to reach Oyster Hill (which perhaps we 
should not climb in May as there is no “r” in the month). The route then 
heads eastwards to Colwall and next ascends to the Wyche gap, passing a 
school with its own miniature railway. We climb on to the main Malvern 
ridge and follow its crest until we descend to our lunch stop at the 
Malvern Hills Hotel. A steep climb to Herefordshire Beacon ensues and we 
continue to follow the ridge until we head south-west to Eastnor Park 
from where we shall have views of Eastnor Castle. From there it is an 
easy stroll back to the architectural delights of Ledbury. !
7 May - Purdown, Snuff Mills and Eastville Park (Wednesday walk, 
5/6 miles) 
The walk from Montpelier Station takes us alongside the local railway and 
through hidden parts of St.Werburgs and up to a small nature reserve. 
We cross Muller Road to walk up on to Purdown with great views to the 
east and west of Bristol. We descend again to cross under the M32 for a 
coffee and natural break at Snuff Mills. Our return route follows the River 
Frome back through  Eastville Park to ascend again through a different 
area of St. Werburgs back to the start. There are some short steep 
sections and it could be wet underfoot as we descend Purdown, but much 
of the walk is on paved paths. There are no stiles. !
8 May - Snuff Mills (evening walk, 6 miles) 
The walk begins at Frenchay and passes some of its historic buildings, 
including two bridges, before heading down the Frome Valley. The river is 
followed to Snuff Mills and more historic sites before returning to 
Frenchay via Oldbury Court Estate and a look at some more modern 
developments. The walk begins and ends at The White Lion so 
refreshments are available. !
11 May - Dundas (B walk, 13 miles) 
Starting from the George Inn, there is a gentle start along the canal 
before turning steeply uphill on an old dramway through Bathhampton 
woods and across the golf course to Sham Castle before crossing 
Claverton Down to Tucking Mill. From there, we will cross Midford Brook at 
Monkton Combe, then up through the woods to Limpley Stoke. We return 
via the Kennet & Avon canal to Dundas aquaduct, a steep climb to 
Conkwell and an undulating route along Bathford Hill to Brown’s Folly and 
Bathford. There is an easy route back from Dundas should there be a 
requirement for one. !
20 May - Beese’s Tea Gardens (evening walk, 5 miles)           
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Meet at 6.30pm at the corner of Church Hill and Brislington Hill in 
Brislington Village, to explore lesser known highways and byways, parks, 
woods and riverbanks.  Sadly, the tea gardens aren't open on Tuesday 
evenings, but you may be inspired to visit them on another occasion. 
  
Wessex Wanderer Railway Walks !
These walks are back for another season, based on the Bristol to 
Weymouth railway line. The first walk is on Saturday 17 May, with a 
guided tour of the market town of Frome in Somerset. It will be led jointly 
by Ann Light and Peter Gould. The train to catch from Bristol Temple 
Meads is the 08.39 which arrives at Frome at 09.36. !
We will then be using knowledgeable town guides, and the tour will start 
at 10.30 in the town itself. The reason for the delay in the start is that we 
will wait for the Weymouth train to arrive. This will give the Bristol people 
an opportunity to have a cup of coffee and use the facilitates in the town. !
The tour will last approximately 1½ to 2 hours and will finish by 
lunchtime, and this will then give people various opportunities to have 
lunch, either cafes, pubs or alfresco.  There will be no charge for the 
guided tour.  !
If you are interested in coming, please give Ann Light a ring on (0117) 
979 8628, preferably by Friday 2 May to give us a rough indication of 
numbers, so that we can book the appropriate number of guides.  There 
will be no harm in ringing up after this date, just to ensure that there are 
spaces available. !
There is a choice of trains coming back: you can catch the 14.39 or 16.29 
trains back to Bristol Temple Meads. !
This and details of all our other walks are available to view on our 
website, www.wessexrailwaywalks.org.uk. !
The walks attract walkers from all four areas along the line (i.e. Avon, 
Somerset, Dorset and Wiltshire).  Timings are based on the up and down 
trains (up from Weymouth and down from Bristol Temple Meads), so there 
is sometimes a wait for a walk to start. If you have any queries about the 
walks please either contact the leader direct or the walks coordinator 
(Ann Light): details can be found on the programme. 
      
Commercial corner  !
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You will be aware that HF Holidays are now the Ramblers ‘recommended 
walking holiday provider’. Among the benefits are donations to the 
Ramblers when members take HF holidays. !
Also note that if you book a holiday with Ramblers Holidays, this Group 
could receive a contribution (£10 for UK holidays, £20 for short haul, £30 
for long haul). We have registered with Ramblers Holidays: see 
www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership. !
Note that this has no impact on the price you pay for the holiday. So if 
you book with Ramblers Holidays, please be sure to let them know that 
you are a Bristol Ramblers member. !
Cotswold Outdoor is the Ramblers national sponsor, and their discount is 
15%. Taunton Leisure sponsor this local Group, and also offer 15% 
discounts, rising to 20% at their regular special events, the next of which 
will be on 19 June (and then on 25 September and 4 December).  !

"  !!!
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