
  eBoot - February 2014 !
  This month’s edition includes: 
•Ceilidh 
•Coach trips 
•Bristol’s Walking Festival 
•Committee business 
•Alan Burton 
•What we did on our holidays 
•Wessex Wanderer Railway Walks 

• Forthcoming walks 
• Commercial corner !

Ceilidh 

This year’s Bristol Ramblers ceilidh will take place at 7.30pm at the 
Civil Service Sports Centre on Friday 14 March. The Sports Centre is on 
Filton Avenue, Horfield, BS7 0AT. Trip the light fantastic, or split the 
willow! !
Live band, American supper (i.e. please bring a plate or dish of food to 
share). Tickets are £8 and are available from Karen O’Sullivan 
(karenosullivan123@hotmail.com, 0117 9498832, 07970822131). !
Coach trips !
There will be coach trips on 15 June (to the North Cotswolds) and 14 
September (to the Gower Peninsular). In both cases, there will be A and B 
linear walks. Tickets come at the bargain price of £13 for those booking in 
advance. !
The North Cotswolds walks will be in the Chipping Camden area, lovely 
and interesting. Book early to avoid disappointment: contact Carew 
(carew.reynell@gmail.com). !
Bristol’s Walking Festival !
The UK’s largest urban walking festival will take place in Bristol from 
Saturday 26 April until Monday 26 May 2014. 
  
Now expanded to take place over a month, the Festival is aiming to have 
more than 100 guided walks available throughout the city and beyond on 
themes such as leisure and learning, health, arts and creativity and active 
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travel. Several of these will be led by Bristol Ramblers. 
  
The Festival in 2013 included walks looking at foraging, storytelling, 
historic trails and art as well as short hikes to the surrounding 
countryside.  New walks for 2014 will include opportunities for speed 
dating, sketching, business networking and learning about the 
suffragettes and female campaigners. !
There will be a launch event on Saturday 26 April in the main Conference 
Room at City Hall and on College Green between 11.00am and 5.00pm.  
We will be having a stand at this event.  If you could spare an hour or 
more to help on the stand, or, if your preference is for something more 
physical, to help in the setting up of this event (from 9.00am) or the 
taking down (from 5.00pm), please contact eileenbartlet65@gmail.com 
  
More information about the Walking Festival is available at 
www.bristolwalkingfestival.co.uk. !
Committee business !
The Committee met on 18 February. In addition to the walks programme 
and events, a number of things were discussed: !
• in the previous eBoot, recipients were asked what format they would 

prefer. Of those who expressed a view, 75% supported retaining the 
current format. There were no particular suggestions for changes to 
content, so I’m afraid it will be same old same old; 

• we have also reviewed the website. No major changes are proposed, 
but we have added a page for walk leaders (in the Led Walks section). 
This include a link to the current national advice, with some local notes 
on such matters as what to do if a walk has to be cancelled and 
backmarkers. If there are other things that you think would be helpful, 
please let us know; 

• Keith Budd reported that it is pleasing to see that the City Council has 
followed up on a number of path clearance jobs that his team has 
undertaken, putting in some more substantial improvements; 

• the City Council’s current contract for the Legible City is coming to an 
end, and the Council is consulting on what improvements might be 
included in the new contract. This covers the maps/signs located 
around the city and the paper maps that are widely available. We have 
made a number of suggestions about how the signs might be improved 
and how the scheme might extend to green spaces, and about how a 
digital version might be used. !
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The Bristol Ramblers stand will be out and about – at the launch of the 
Walking Festival (26 April), the Redland May Fair (afternoon of 5 May) and 
the Festival of Nature (14/15 June). We would be very grateful if you 
could spare some time to help: please contact carew.reynell@gmail.com. !
Message to walk leaders !
In addition to producing the local Walks Programme, we also put details of 
Bristol Ramblers walks on the national Ramblers website (Group Walk 
Finder). This information is then drawn on by our own website, for the list 
of walks on the home page. !
Clicking on any of the walks in the listing will give more information, 
including a map showing the rough location of the walk. However, the 
map is sometimes misleading because we misinterpret information about 
the location of the walk. If you have a walk listed and the location is not 
as you would wish then you can send tonyparsons3@hotmail.co.uk a 
relevant grid reference and he will modify the database.  Note that the 
grid reference you give does not need to be the start location: it merely 
needs to indicate the general location of the walk.  !
Alan Burton !
The sad news of Alan’s death has previously been reported. His ashes will 
be scattered on the Dorset coast on Thursday 22 May. A free coach will 
leave Fishponds at 9.30am and the bus/coach stop in Millennium Square 
(behind @Bristol) at 9.45am, to drive to Charmouth. It will return to 
Bristol at about 6pm. The programme at Charmouth will depend a bit on 
the weather, but it is intended that there should be a short walk. !
If you would like to take this opportunity to pay last respects to Alan, 
please contact Chris Williams (chrisvinecottage@hotmail.com, 0117 
9650156, 07796268170). !
What we did on our holidays !
We are in the process of adding some new sets of photos to the Group’s 
Flickr site. These are pictures from walking holidays that members of the 
Group have enjoyed. The first set is of pictures from the Alta Via 3 in the 
Dolomites. The deal is that these members have agreed to provide 
information and advice to others who might be interested in walking in 
the same area. !

!  3



If you would like to contribute pictures on this basis, contact 
tonykerr50@gmail.com.  !
Wessex Wanderer Railway Walks !
These walks are back for another season, based on the Bristol to 
Weymouth railway line. The first walk is on Saturday 17 May, with a 
guided tour of the market town of Frome in Somerset. It will be led jointly 
by Ann Light and Peter Gould. The train to catch from Bristol Temple 
Meads is the 08.39 which arrives at Frome at 09.36. !
We will then be using knowledgeable town guides, and the tour will start 
at 10.30 in the town itself. The reason for the delay in the start is that we 
will wait for the Weymouth train to arrive. This will give the Bristol people 
an opportunity to have a cup of coffee and use the facilitates in the town. !
The tour will last approximately 1½ to 2 hours and will finish by 
lunchtime, and this will then give people various opportunities to have 
lunch, either cafes, pubs or alfresco.  There will be no charge for the 
guided tour.  !
If you are interested in coming, please give Ann Light a ring on (0117) 
979 8628, preferably by Friday 2 May to give us a rough indication of 
numbers, so that we can book the appropriate number of guides.  There 
will be no harm in ringing up after this date, just to ensure that there are 
spaces available. !
There is a choice of trains coming back: you can catch the 14.39 or 16.29 
trains back to Bristol Temple Meads. !
This and details of all our other walks are available to view on our 
website, www.wessexrailwaywalks.org.uk. !
The walks attract walkers from all four areas along the line (i.e. Avon, 
Somerset, Dorset and Wiltshire).  Timings are based on the up and down 
trains (up from Weymouth and down from Bristol Temple Meads), so there 
is sometimes a wait for a walk to start. If you have any queries about the 
walks please either contact the leader direct or the walks coordinator 
(Ann Light): details can be found on the programme. !
Forthcoming walks !
The extraordinary weather conditions of recent weeks have meant that 
there has had to be a bit of chopping and changing of the walks 
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programme. We are very grateful to our volunteer walk leaders for their 
efforts. They are responsible for the safety of groups they lead, and they 
have had to make some difficult decisions. It is remarkable that it has 
been possible to sustain so much of the programme.  !
The programme is available on the website and in paper form. Details of 
some of the March walks are set out below. !
2 March - Lydney-Parkend (B, 12 miles) 
Chris Sanders' walk is in the Forest of Dean, so regulars will be expecting 
some industrial history!  The walk starts on the site of the New Mills 
power station, formerly supplied by the adjacent Norchard Park Colliery 
near Lydney. We set off along the side of the Dean Forest Railway towards 
the Flour Mills Workshop where heritage railway vehicles are restored.  
However, unless you look out for them, the industrials are not too obvious 
for the rest of the walk.  !
This is a lovely rural walk in woods and open country, hopefully a delight 
for lovers of the Forest of Dean.  Lunch is at the Fountain's Inn at 
Parkend, which can be very busy. !
9 March - Nottingham Scrubs (A, 15 miles) 
John Wrigley will be leading this walk in Cotswolds. ‘We start in the village 
of Cranham (small car park). We'll walk in a clockwise direction via the 
village of Miserden before visiting Nottingham Scrubs. We cross several 
steep sided valleys with many lovely vistas before eventually returning to 
Cranham.  Timing is such that a pub stop cannot be guaranteed and since 
we have 15 miles and 3000ft of ascent to cover this walk we'll need to 
maintain a good pace so as to avoid the need for torches!’ !
9 March - Cheddar (B, 12 miles) 
Keith Budd’s walk starts in Axbridge, walking the rim of the reservoir 
before circumventing Cheddar and heading up into the hills. Expect great 
views of the Gorge! Lunch will be in Cheddar, after which the walk 
explores the quarried hills to the north, before eventually descending 
steeply back to the starting-point in delightful, medieval Axbridge. !
Be prepared for a few decent climbs along the way, but be assured that 
none of them will last too long. !
16 March - Monmouth (A, 15 miles) 
This undulating walk starts from Monmouth and heads up to the Kymin 
Naval Temple on Offa’s Dyke Path. Nigel Andrews writes ‘the route takes 
us northwards into Highmeadow Woods and the dramatic Suck Stone 
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where we shall take a break. We head south to Staunton before visiting 
the Buck Stone, another rocky highlight. We then walk down to Redbrook 
for lunch and a drink at the Boat Inn which hopefully will still be above 
the water level of the Wye. Suitably refreshed, we will enjoy a steep climb 
to Highbury Wood before heading east to the lovely village of Newland 
and its large parish church. Eventually we link up with another section of 
Offa’s Dyke path before descending into Monmouth’. !
16 March - Central Library/Brandon Hill (Sunday afternoon walk, 3 
miles) 
Julie Boston will lead this circular walk exploring some of Bristol’s walker 
friendly paths. From the Central Library, we will climb up an ancient route 
between buildings and onto spectacular Brandon Hill. The route meanders 
along paths past a former Police Station cum Nature Reserve and then 
down more steps into Jacob Wells Road. Then we go through the entrance 
to a block of flats, past a Nature Reserve and up to the Worlds End. 
  
There is wonderful space between houses which gives us a glimpse of the 
River Avon and Harbour. Then more steps down towards the river, to cross 
the road when there’s a gap in the traffic and back to the centre along the 
river. Urban bliss. !
19 March - Chew Valley Charmer (mid-week A walk, 14 miles)   
This is a fairly gentle, countryside ramble in the pretty area very largely 
to the south of the River Chew. The walk combines an ancient historical 
site with more recent industrial ones, whilst also including many 
handsome small towns and villages along the way. We shall visit Pensford, 
Stanton Wick and Chew Magna en route, as well as taking a look at the 
Stanton Drew Stone Circle. Expect to navigate a number of less-
frequented footpaths and to fill in some of the blanks in your knowledge 
of this delightful area. !
26 March - Wotton-u-Edge/Newark Path (Wednesday walk, 6 miles) 
Meet at Royal Oak CP GR755932 at 10.00am. Jan and Margaret’s walk 
includes a climb up to the Cotswold Way, fine views and a wander around 
Newark Park. Spring flowers, muddy in places. Then descend back down 
to Wotton. !
26 March - Shirehampton to Clifton Down (Wednesday walk, 5/6 
miles) 
Third time lucky? Yet another attempt by Peter Gould to use the long 
awaited new path by Old Sneed Park. There may be another novelty en 
route to the Downs where by custom these walks disintegrate. Pubs, 
cafes, buses as you wish.  
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!
Please note that Peter’s phone is not currently working, but his email is. 
  
Note also that British Summertime begins on 30 March. !
30 March - Mynydd Machen and Twmbarlwm (hill walk, 15 miles) 
From Machen Village Hall (ST210891), Gwyneth Littlejohn’s walk will 
ascend the Rhymney Ridgeway to Mynydd Machen. It then descends to 
Risca and cross road, river, rail and canal before climbing through woods 
to Twmbarlwm. Walking over the Mynydd Henllys, we drop down through 
forest to reach Cwmcarn. Crossing straight over, we climb Mynydd y Lan 
via the zig zag Raven Walk (complete with sculpted raven). A further 
descent takes us to the start of the final, but shorter, climb. The walk 
mixes forest and wood with open moor land and hopefully some good 
views. !
Note: 4790 feet of ascent, no pub. !
30 March - St Briavels (B walk, 12 miles) 
Wendy Britton’s walk starts at St Briavels Castle. If you are making your 
own way to the start, please park with consideration on the local road 
around the Castle. There is an event on at the Castle and the car park 
may not be available for our use. !
The route quickly drops down to the River Wye, crosses it and climbs up 
to Whitebrook before skirting the length of  Pwllplythin Wood and then 
heading up through the wood towards Colonel’s Park. We meet the Wye 
again at Redbrook, pressing on past the iconic Boat Inn and crossing the 
river on our way to Newlands where we will have lunch and time to visit 
the beautiful church (and the pub, The Ostrich). The afternoon section is 
easy walking through lanes and farmland, before an energetic climb up 
Mork Hill delivers us back to the start. !
13 April - Ruardean and Coppet Hill (A walk, 15 miles) 
Keith Budd’s walk explores the countryside to the east of Symonds Yat. It 
takes in Coppet Hill, both Welsh Bicknor and English Bicknor, with an 
afternoon pub-stop at Lower Lydbrook en route. !
Expect to see a lot of the River Wye and many excellent, panoramic views 
(weather permitting) of this lovely, unspoilt area and it's many little 
hamlets. !
16 April - Nailsea to Yatton (Wednesday walk, 9 miles) 
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Peter Gould will lead this walk across the plain and up Backwell Hill, down 
Taps Combe for lunch at Brockley Church, then on the level to 
Yatton. There is no pub at lunch time but a good one opposite  the station 
– and a good train service back to Bristol should you care to linger. !
Note:if adverse weather persists, this walk may have to be cancelled. 
Please check the website. 
  
19 April - Victoria Park (Saturday walk, 5 miles) 
This is a repeat of a Sunday afternoon walk from last year when people  
were beguiled by a hefty opera star, a hermit, a Turkish wrestling 
champion and other antiquarian  scraps. Choice of lunch providers around 
Temple Meads. 
  
20 April - Bristol Squares (Sunday afternoon walk, 5 miles) 
This is a variant of a Bristol Backs Walk through the  surviving squares 
above and under Kingsdown. Dustbin aficionados will be disappointed by 
Quakers Friars nowadays. Another disintegrating walk well served by  
public transport. Downhill all the way, unless you care to walk back up. !
Commercial corner  !
You will be aware that HF Holidays are now the Ramblers ‘recommended 
walking holiday provider’. Among the benefits are donations to the 
Ramblers when members take HF holidays. !
Also note that if you book a holiday with Ramblers Holidays, this Group 
could receive a contribution (£10 for UK holidays, £20 for short haul, £30 
for long haul). We have registered with Ramblers Holidays: see 
www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership. !
Note that this has no impact on the price you pay for the holiday. So if 
you book with Ramblers Holidays, please be sure to let them know that 
you are a Bristol Ramblers member. !
Cotswold Outdoor is the Ramblers national sponsor, and their discount is 
15%. Taunton Leisure sponsor this local Group, and also offer 15% 
discounts, rising to 20% at their regular special events, the next of which 
will be on 20 March (and then on 19 June, 25 September and 4 
December).  !
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