
  eBoot - February 2014 
!
   This month’s edition includes: 
•Ceilidh 
•Coach trips 
•Avon Area AGM 
•Alan Burton 
•Events and notices 

• Public rights of way 
• Wessex Wanderer Railway Walks 
• Forthcoming walks 
• Commercial corner !!

!
Ceilidh 

This year’s Bristol Ramblers ceilidh will take place at 7.30pm at the 
Civil Service Sports Centre on Friday 14 March. The Sports Centre is on 
Filton Avenue, Horfield, BS7 0AT. Trip the light fantastic, or split the 
willow! !
Live band, American supper (i.e. please bring a plate or dish of food to 
share). Tickets are £8 and are available from Karen O’Sullivan 
(karenosullivan123@hotmail.com, 0117 9498832, 07970822131). !
Coach trips !
There will be coach trips on 15 June (to the North Cotswolds) and 14 
September (to the Gower Peninsular). In both cases, there will be A and B 
linear walks. Tickets come at the bargain price of £13 for those booking in 
advance. Contact Carew (carew.reynell@gmail.com). !
Avon Area AGM !
The Avon Area AGM will take place on 8 February at Saltford Village Hall, 
BS31 3BY. There will be a pre-meeting walk starting from the Village Hall 
at 10.30am  (01225 471936) and a light lunch at 12.30. The meeting will 
start at 1.30pm, with speakers from Ramblers HQ and proposals for a 
new Area Committee structure. See the Avon Area website (www.avon-
ramblers.org.uk) for details and the annual report. 
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Alan Burton !
The sad news of Alan’s death was reported in last month’s eBoot. His 
ashes will be scattered on the Dorset coast on Thursday 22 May. A free 
coach will leave Fishponds at 9.30am and the bus/coach stop in 
Millennium Square (behind @Bristol) at 9.45am, to drive to Charmouth. It 
will return to Bristol at about 6pm. The programme at Charmouth will 
depend a bit on the weather, but it is intended that there should be a 
short walk. !
If you would like to take this opportunity to pay last respects to Alan, 
please contact Chris Williams (chrisvinecottage@hotmail.com, 0117 9650156, 
07796268170). !
Events and notices !
The Bristol Ramblers stand will be out and about – at the Redland May 
Fair (afternoon of 5 May) and the Festival of Nature (14/15 June). If you 
could spare some time to help, please contact carew.reynell@gmail.com. !
Public rights of way !
You may be aware that the Definitive Map of Public Rights of Way is to be 
closed in 2026 for rights of way claimed on the basis of historic map 
evidence. 
  
Being aware of the time it takes to get claims processed, Peter Gould, our 
Footpaths Secretary, is keen to identify any possible routes as soon as 
possible. He is asking whether any members would be willing to help in 
his examination of tithe maps, enclosure awards and so forth for  
unrecorded rights of way in modern Bristol? 
  
In particular, there may be missing  routes on "mid Dundry”, and perhaps  
around the fringes of Brislington and even Southmead that were built 
over by postwar development. At Hallen, there are thought to be 
enclosure awards.  
  
So if anyone is interested in researching their patch to make a claim, 
please get in touch with PeterGould18@aol.com. !
Wessex Wanderer Railway Walks !
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These walks are back for another season, based on the Bristol to 
Weymouth railway line. The first walk is on Saturday 17 May, with a 
guided tour of the market town of Frome in Somerset. It will be lead 
jointly by Ann Light and Peter Gould. The train to catch from Bristol 
Temple Meads is the 08.39 which arrives at Frome at 09.36. !
We will then be using knowledgeable town guides, and the tour will start 
at 10.30 in the town itself. The reason for the delay in the start is that we 
will wait for the Weymouth train to arrive. This will give the Bristol people 
an opportunity to have a cup of coffee and use the facilitates in the town. !
The tour will last approximately 1½ to 2 hours and will finish by lunchtime 
,and this will then give people various opportunities to have lunch, either 
cafes, pubs or alfresco.  There will be no charge for the guided tour.  !
If you are interested in coming, please give Ann Light a ring on (0117) 
979 8628, preferably by Friday 2 May to give us a rough indication of 
numbers, so that we can book the appropriate number of guides.  There 
will be no harm in ringing up after this date, just to ensure that there are 
spaces available. !
There is a choice of trains coming back: you can catch the 14.39 or 16.29 
trains back to Bristol Temple Meads. !
This and details of all our other walks are available to view on our very 
own website, www.wessexrailwaywalks.org.uk. !
The walks attract walkers from all four areas along the line (i.e. Avon, 
Somerset, Dorset and Wiltshire).  Timings are based on the up and down 
trains (up from Weymouth and down from Bristol Temple Meads), so there 
is sometimes a wait for a walk to start. If you have any queries about the 
walks please either contact the leader direct or the walks coordinator 
(Ann Light): details can be found on the programme. !
Forthcoming walks !
The walks programme is available on the website and in paper form. 
Details of some of the February walks are set out below. !
1 February - In search of snowdrops (Saturday walk, 5 miles) 
Meet at 10am at Water Tower on Downs (buses 1,2, 40 and 41 from 
centre) for Margaret Ruse’s circular walk via Redland, Westbury Village 
and Canford. Mainly hard surface but may be muddy in places. 
Optional cafe lunch at end. 
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2 February - Beacon Batch and Compton Martin (B, 12 miles) 
From the car park with the public loos in Burrington Combe we make a 
gradual but lengthy ascent to Beacon Batch, the highest point on the 
Mendips with arguably the best 360 degree views the Mendips have to 
offer.  We then head towards Velvet Bottom before veering off left, taking 
in some of the Limestone Link and the Butcombe Trail before we drop 
down into Compton Martin for our lunch stop. 
  
The chairman of Parlophone Records is the licensee of the Ring O' Bells, 
and recent live performances have included Kylie Minogue, Chas n' Dave, 
and Coldplay.  
  
The afternoon brings the village Ubley, with great views of Blagdon 
reservoir, and then the short, yet very steep, ascent above Blagdon 
village. The delightfully spelt Luvers Lane then takes us towards the finish 
Fear not, those who fondly recall scrabbling for purchase and grasping at 
saplings during the near vertical descent in rapidly fading daylight the last 
time we did this walk: this last section has been amended. !
Organise yourselves at Great George St for lift sharing, to meet the 
leader, Martin Summerell, at start of walk. !
9 February - Stoke Park and Frome Valley (A, 13+ miles) 
This one is a bit different - a semi-urban day walk, with four motorway 
crossings and always accompanied by the reassuring hum of traffic. One 
of Bristol’s first municipal parks, Bristol’s biggest self-build housing 
development, two great 18th century private estates, the site of Bristol’s 
largest ack-ack battery, the dreaming spires of UWE, a stretch of the 
Frome Valley Walkway (some of which was under water for the pre-walk) 
and a prison built for prisoners of war from the American War of 
Independence are among the points of interest, but this is definitely not 
your average countryside ramble. !
9 February - Dyrham (B, 12 miles) 
Starting from Marshfield, Lesley Insall’s route follows footpaths and lanes 
to Dyrham and then Doynton for a lunch stop. We then climb the 
escarpment to the east of Freezing Hill, descend a little and join the 
Cotswold Way as far as Cold Ashton. We then return through the valley to 
Marshfield. !
16 February - Cheddar and Axbridge (A, 14 miles) 
Highlights of Keith Budd’s route include walking the edge of Axbridge 
reservoir, the Strawberry Line, great Gorge views (and possibly the best 
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view in the South West), plus Cheddar village and medieval Axbridge. 
After an easy, level, first hour or so, it's then up on to the Mendip Hills 
heading east, before following the excellent ridge back to Cheddar and 
lunch. Thereafter, we gain the northern, quarried hills, and more 
panoramic views, before eventually descending steeply back to our 
starting-point. Strenuous in parts maybe, but well worth the effort. !
16 February - Ebbor Gorge (B, 11 miles)  
Meryl Till’s circular walk will start from Wells, going over to Priddy for 
lunch via the lovely Ebbor Gorge. !
16 February - Stoke Park (Sunday afternoon walk, 3.5 miles) 
The Stoke Park estate used to be the grounds of the Dower House, visible 
from the M32 as it leaves the Bristol built-up area.  Nigel de Bray’s walk 
starts from the Cameron Centre in Cameron Walk, which is on the 24 bus 
route.  From there we walk across open land at the top of the estate, 
through a wood and down past the Dower House to the pond.  From there 
we gently ascend to the top of Purdown and back to the start point.  A 
gentle stroll but may be muddy in places. !
19 February - Filton to Montpelier via Purdown (Wednesday walk, 4 
miles) 
This is a linear walk, starting at retail park at Filton. We walk along the 
ring road to UWE and then make our way to the Purdown: Purdown/Stoke 
Park (current strap line, The Countryside in Bristol) seems very popular 
this month! We walk the length of the Purdown, eventually crossing Muller 
Rd. Then along through St Werburghs to finish at Chesterfield Rd where 
there is a bus back to the start or into Bristol. A perfect walk for a cold 
winter’s day! !
23 February - Pen Twyn Glas (Hill walk, 15 miles) 
Nigel Andrew’s walk starts from Crickhowell and soon climbs the lovely 
valley of Cwm Cumbeth to reach the summit of Table Mountain. It then 
continues climbing to the stony summit of Pen Cerrig-Calch and on to Pen 
Allt-mawr. A steep descent from the latter top is followed by an easy walk 
to Pen Twyn Glas.  The route now heads south-east to cross Tal Trwynau 
from where it gradually descends into the valley of Grwyne Fechan, 
passing a number of disused quarries. After a short stretch of road 
walking, we cross the river and head south towards Llanbedr where, if 
time permits, there may be a pub stop. We continue southwards following 
the valley, often walking alongside the rushing waters of the river. At 
Llangenny we head steeply uphill before enjoying views of the Usk valley 
on our return to Crickhowell. If the weather is poor in the morning and 
there is an improving forecast we shall do the walk the other way round. 
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23 February - Ten Tor Views, West Mendips (B, 12 miles) 
The Walk starts in Dinder, a village in the Southern Mendips. We then 
wend our way, via Dulcote, to Worminister Down and our first view of 
Glastonbury Tor. From here we pass through North Town and Stoodly Hill, 
giving us further views of the Tor, to arrive at Pilton for lunch/pub stop. 
The afternoon gives us more sightings of the Tor as we walk through West 
Compton and then down to Croscombe for the last climb of the day before 
circling back to Dinder via Sharcombe Park.   !
2 March - Lydney-Parkend (B, 12 miles) 
Chris Sanders' walk is in the Forest of Dean, so regulars will be expecting 
some industrial history!  The walk starts on the site of the New Mills 
power station, formerly supplied by the adjacent Norchard Park Colliery 
near Lydney. We set off along the side of the Dean Forest Railway towards 
the Flour Mills Workshop where heritage railway vehicles are restored.  
However, unless you look out for them, the industrials are not too obvious 
for the rest of the walk.  !
This is a lovely rural walk in woods and open country, hopefully a delight 
for lovers of the Forest of Dean.  Lunch is at the Fountain's Inn at 
Parkend, which can be very busy. !!
Commercial corner  !
You will be aware that HF Holidays are now the Ramblers ‘recommended 
walking holiday provider’. Among the benefits are donations to the 
Ramblers when members take HF holidays. !
Also note that if you book a holiday with Ramblers Holidays, this Group 
could receive a contribution (£10 for UK holidays, £20 for short haul, £30 
for long haul). We have registered with Ramblers Holidays: see 
www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership. !
Note that this has no impact on the price you pay for the holiday. So if 
you book with Ramblers Holidays, please be sure to let them know that 
you are a Bristol Ramblers member. !
Cotswold Outdoor is the Ramblers national sponsor, and their discount is 
15%. Taunton Leisure sponsor this local Group, and also offer 15% 
discounts, rising to 20% at their regular special events, the next of which 
will be on 20 March (and then on 19 June, 25 September and 4 
December).  
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