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  eBoot - January 2014 
 
   This month’s edition includes: 

• Social events 
• Alan Burton 
• Bristol Walking Festival 
• Committee business 
• New Year resolutions 

• Events and notices 
• Forthcoming walks 
• Commercial corner 
 

 
Social events 

The Bristol Ramblers ceilidh will take place at the Civil Service Sports 
Centre on Friday 14 March. This follows the previous very successful 
event. It will start at 7.30 pm. The Sports Centre is on Filton Avenue, 
Horfield, BS7 0AT. Further details will follow, but put the date in your 
diary now. 
 
The skittles evening in November was very enjoyable. Congratulations to 
the Matterhorn team, winners on the night. £113 was raised for the 
Longtown Mountain Rescue Team. 
 
Alan Burton 1929 to 2013: a tribute by Neil Burlton 

I first met Alan 15 years ago when I rejoined the Ramblers. He was 
leading a walk in his usual efficient way. He immediately invited me to 
join his next walk leader’s course. I replied that I had been map reading 
with a compass since I was in the Air Cadets. But he insisted that I 
needed his course to become a qualified Bristol Group Leader. When I 
responded that I also had a Yachtmasters Navigation Certificate, he 
immediately enlisted me to help run his course! 

Alan was born in Hastings and moved to Frome with his family in 1940. 
He attended Coopers School. He liked the freedom of the surrounding 
countryside and took up cycling and tennis. After starting work in the Tax 
office he completed his national service in REME and this began his 
lifelong interest in electronics, radar and weapons systems. In 1950 he 
worked in Malvern as an electrical engineer and after a brief employment 
with English Electric at Luton, he spent 6 months in Woomera in Australia 
in 1960. He finally settled in Bristol in 1964 with BAC/BAE Systems and 
became a Chartered Engineer in 1971. He retired in 1990 and then had 
more time for his pursuits of music, tennis and of course walking. 
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The meticulous planning of his professional life was also brought to bear 
to design holidays and walks – providing considerable detail and precise 
timings. If the programme said you stopped for coffee at 11.13, then 
that’s when you stopped – not a minute before or after! Memorable 
quotes include ‘This is not a holiday, this is an Alan Burton walking 
weekend’ and ‘Are these real miles or Alan Burton miles?’ 

His annual walking holidays were legendary. Mary Cross recalls that after 
completing the 23 mile final day on the West Highland Way backpacking 
holiday, the group climbed Ben Nevis the following day. On the Lakes 
backpacking holiday in 1997, a 75-mile circular walk staying in 7 Youth 
Hostels included some 20,000 ft of climb, Alan led every day and 
organised the accommodation and the transport . He even designed a 
souvenir T shirt to commemorate the achievement, and wore it proudly 
for many years! 
 
He was known as Major Burton. His single-mindedness sometimes meant 
he could be inflexible and unyielding. Many years ago, he led a walk in 
the Forest of Dean and of course had to adhere to his schedule. One lady 
failed to keep up and was left behind. The group returned to Bristol 
without her and the Police were notified. Fortunately, she was found safe 
and well but her husband was not amused and Alan was teased about this 
for a long time, as he’d not asked someone to be ‘the tail end Charlie’. He 
didn’t allow that to happen again. 
 
Maureen Johnson overheard that he was organising a walking holiday in 
Brittany in 2002 and expressed interest. He looked at her for some time 
before responding with: ‘I think the list is full, and anyway I don't think 
you'd be fit enough to do the walks’. Some months later, when she joined 
another of his programmed walks, he apologised and became friendlier, 
his charm showing through his armour. 
 
His leading role with Bristol Ramblers included developing the Walk 
Leadership programme, which is still use today as a basis for the course. 
He also devised a First Aid Course. For many years, Alan led more walks 
annually than any other leader, all pre walked and carefully planned. 
When assisting Alan in compiling his Archive of 82 walks, I found he was 
could be pedantic: after sending him the revised entry to check three 
times, he still found some minor error. I drew a line at this number of 
amendments. He insisted that they had to be absolutely correct: an 
impossible task! There are a further 60 walks to be interpreted from 
Alan’s notes. Nigel de Bray has made a start check walking, but other 
volunteers would help to complete the task.  
 
We plan to hold this Archive on the Bristol Ramblers website as a lasting 
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memory to an outstanding walk leader who was friendly, kind, courteous 
and made a remarkable contribution to our Group. Alan will be greatly 
missed by his family and his many walking friends. 
 
Bristol Walks Festival 2014 
 
The Festival will take place between 26th April and 26th May. 
It aims to inspire more people to go walking, to showcase Bristol and to 
celebrate the city's reputation as a green, vibrant and creative place. 
 
Last year over 30 organisations were involved with the delivery of the 
week long festival, this year its planned to double that and provide an 
even more varied programme with up to 100 walks and events. The 
Festival will include walks around 4 themes 

• walking with arts and creativity 
• walking for active travel 
• walking for learning and leisure 
• walking for health 

Bristol Ramblers will be contributing walks and giving support to the 
Festival.  If you wish to know more or want to get involved please contact 
eileenbartlett65@gmail.com. 
 
Committee business 
 
The Committee met on 4 December and, among other things, agreed 
that: 

• We will offer to contribute up to £1,000 to the cost of publicity for 
the Bristol Walking Festival; 

• Monthly mid-week A walks will continue, and that Margaret Ruse 
should be given all possible support to extend the Wednesday walk 
programme to fill the gap left by the cessation of Avon Area walks; 

• Two coach trips will be arranged, for June and September 2014. 
 
There was also discussion of how best to encourage and support potential 
new walk leaders, and about a possible social event for walk leaders. 
Planning for the 2014 AGM (22 October) is also underway! 
 
If there are matters that you think the Committee should be considering, 
please let us know. The next meeting is in February.  
 
New Year resolutions 
 
Paths in Crisis is a national Ramblers campaign designed to draw 
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attention to the impact of cuts in public spending on the state of our 
rights of way. What can you do about it? 

• Email your councillor, using the link on the Ramblers website, 
www.ramblers.org.uk/campaign-with-us/footpath-funding-cuts.aspx 

• Join Keith Budd’s band of volunteers who regularly turn out to help 
to clear footpaths in Bristol. Most recently seen on the Dundry 
slopes; 

• Join the teams in the adjoining, more rural areas to do more heavy-
duty work. 

 
Our wonderful walks programme depends on volunteer walk leaders. New 
leaders bring new ideas. If you would like to contribute, but could do with 
a little help and support, have a word with a walk coordinator or a 
member of the Committee. 
 
And what of your own walking goals? Now is the time to make plans. As 
they say, every journey starts with a single step. 
 
Events and notices 
 
The Avon Area AGM will take place on 8 February at Saltford Village Hall. 
See the Area website for details and the annual report. 
 
The Bristol Ramblers stand will be out and about – at the Redland May 
Fair (afternoon of 5 May) and the Festival of Nature (14/15 June). If you 
could spare some time to help, please contact carew.reynell@gmail.com. 
 
Forthcoming walks 
 
The walks programme is available on the website and in paper form. 
Details of some of the January walks are set out below. 
 
Winscombe (B) – 1 January 
Julian Butter will lead the traditional New Year’s Day circular walk (12 
miles). 
 
Clifton Down (C) – 1 January 
Peter Gould’s urban stroll (4 miles) with added fungi and beautiful 
brazen brutes (lumps of coal at Scots' discretion, as The Clifton Down 
Yard is long closed).  Perhaps an Industrial Revolution hamlet or a rare 
pillar box? Who knows? I'm confident about the pubs, though. 
 
Note that last year, this walk fell on Boxing Day when there was no Public 
Transport: a failure of Victorian values.  On New Year’s Day, buses and 
trains do run - please check timetables.  
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Chepstow (A) - 5 January 
Nigel Andrews’ walk (13 miles) will start from Chepstow Castle and 
immediately cross the Wye to return to England. Much of the morning 
features sections of the Offa’s Dyke Path and the Gloucestershire Way, 
before heading to the Devil’s Pulpit and a steep descent to Tintern and 
lunch. In the afternoon we climb Butcher’s Hill by a series of woodland 
paths. We then follow quiet lanes and woodland paths before a tea stop 
above St Arvans. The next section should give us spectacular views down 
to the Wye before we visit the ruined Piercefield House. We follow the 
racecourse boundary as we head towards Chepstow, perhaps placing bets 
on who will be first back to the cars.  
 
Yatton to Cheddar (B linear) – 5 January 
It's not often you get guarantees with walks, but Martin Summerell 
confidently predicts NO Mud, NO Stiles, NO Hills! This 11 mile walk follows 
the Strawberry Line, which takes its name from the now disused rail line 
that was used to transport Cheddar strawberries to the main line at 
Yatton. The line has been made into a cycle/footpath by Sustrans with 
help from other organizations. 
 
Having parked at Yatton Rail Station (£1.20), we follow a path of 
compacted gravel across open moorland with great views, a pub stop in 
Winscombe, and a rich and diverse landscape all the way to Cheddar. 
 
Return is by bus from Cheddar to Weston Milton, and then train to 
Yatton (£8 total). Please organise yourselves at Great George St for lift 
sharing, to meet leader at the start of the walk. 
 
Slad (A) - 12 January  
From Rodborough Common, Gwyneth Littlejohn’s route (15 miles) 
descends to cross the railway and the canal and continues alongside the 
canal to Brimscombe before turning north to follow the river through 
Toadsmoor Valley.  After a coffee stop just before Bisley, we pick up the 
Wysis trail for a short distance and then head west to Slad, famous for 
the Laurie Lee stained glass window in the parish church.  A short steep 
climb up Swift's Hill starts the afternoon, followed by further descents to 
re-cross both railway and canal prior to returning to Rodborough 
Common.  The walk combines Cotswold hills with woods, but the views 
will be uninterrupted in winter. 
 
Bristol’s Open Spaces (B) – 15 January 
Margaret Ruse’s 5/6 mile linear walk starts at 10am by Water Tower on 
the Downs. Buses 1,2,40,41 from the Centre. This is an urban walk, but 
please wear either walking boots or shoes with a good tread. After visiting 
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various open spaces, the walk will end at Temple Meads, where there is a 
choice of cafes and a pub for lunch. 
 
South Cotswolds Round (A) - 19 January  
Keith Budd’s walk (15 miles) combines bits of the Limestone Link and the 
Cotswold Way, via Monkswood reservoir, the Lansdown Memorial and the 
Golden Valley. Expect plenty of ups and downs as we make our way 
through typical Cotswold villages and scenery, intricately linking several 
valleys in the process. Plus a little industrial 'history' thrown in for good 
measure.... 
 
Mells (B) - 19 January 9am  
This 10 mile walk will be led by Paula Cannings. The route will take us 
through scenic parts of Somerset, starting in the medieval village of Mells. 
We will encounter ruins of industrial history, woods, lanes, a duckpond 
and a castle when we visit Nunney, another medieval village. An 
interesting route with no steep climbs. Meet at St Georges at 9am or 
opposite the Post Office in Mells at 10am. For encouragement, call Paula 
on 07950271150. 
 
Dursley (B) - 26 January  
Ben Mackay offers this as a walk to clear the winter blues. It starts 
from Cam Peak and Long Down Car Park (Map ref: 767:994/Post code: 
GL11 5HQ).  Passing through farmland and two fine beechwoods, we 
descend to Waterley Bottom and then up to the ridge overlooking Wotton-
under–Edge, with impressive views from the Tyndale Memorial. Here we 
pick up the Cotswold Way and move on to lunch at the Black Horse at 
North Nibley, and from there up through farmland and beechwood to 
Stinchcombe Hill golf course. At this point, there is a possibility to extend 
this 10.5 walk to 12 miles. Leaving the ridge we go down to Dursley and 
back to the starting point. It's an attractive and varied walk. 
 
Commercial corner  
 
You will be aware that HF Holidays are now the Ramblers ‘recommended 
walking holiday provider’. Among the benefits are donations to the 
Ramblers when members take HF holidays. 
 
Also note that if you book a holiday with Ramblers Holidays, this Group 
could receive a contribution (£10 for UK holidays, £20 for short haul, £30 
for long haul). We have registered with Ramblers Holidays: see 
www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership. 
 
Note that this has no impact on the price you pay for the holiday. So if 
you book with Ramblers Holidays, please be sure to let them know that 
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you are a Bristol Ramblers member. 
 
Cotswold Outdoor is the Ramblers national sponsor, and their discount is 
15%. Taunton Leisure sponsor this local Group, and also offer 15% 
discounts, rising to 20% at their regular special events, the next of which 
will be on 20 March (and then on 19 June, 25 September and 4 
December).  
 

 
 
 
 
 


