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  eBoot - December 2013 

This month’s edition includes: 

• The Group’s AGM 

• Bristol Walking Festival 2014 

• Wednesday walks 

• Walking for Health 

• Parks consultation 

• Bristol promenades 

• Events and notices 

• Forthcoming walks 

• Commercial corner 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Group’s Annual General Meeting took place on 13 November. It was a 
convivial event, with food and drink dispensed by Chris Sanders and 
plenty of time to socialize. 

The Committee was reelected, with the welcome addition of Margaret 
Blake. There is no publicity officer: if you could help with this, or with 
other aspects of the Group’s activities, please contact 
carew.reynell@gmail.com or stephendraper14@gmail.com. 

The highpoint of the meeting was a talk by Nicky Philpott, the national 
Ramblers Director of Advocacy and Engagement. She gave a clear and 
engaging account of national campaigns such as those to ‘save’ the 
English coastal path (which had been at risk of being dropped) and to 
protect access to forests; legal cases with strategic significance; and more 
general lobbying and promotion of walking and access to the countryside. 
As she said, we are lucky to have the unique network of rights of way that 
exists in Great Britain, and it was good to hear about what is being done 
to protect and enhance it. 

The Committee will meet on 4 December. If there is anything that you 
think it should be considering, please let us know.  
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BRISTOL WALKING FESTIVAL 2014 

The 2014 Bristol Walking Festival will run from Saturday 26 April to 
Saturday 25 May, with a launch event on 26th April at City Hall. Bristol 
Ramblers are working with the City Council on this, and will be 
contributing a number of walks to the programme. 

WEDNESDAY WALKS 

As from the next programme, the Avon Area will no longer be running 
Wednesday walks. Margaret Ruse, the Bristol Wednesday Walks 
Coordinator, is hoping to expand the Bristol programme to make up for 
this. To do this, she is calling for more walk leaders to come forward. If 
you could help by leading any B walks on Wednesday, please contact 
Margaret.ruse@btinternet.com. 

We also hope to continue to offer monthly Wednesday A walks, and if you 
could lead one of these, please contact tonyparsons3@hotmail.co.uk. 

WALKING FOR HEALTH 

Stuart Riddle, the Ramblers’ new Outreach Project Officer in Bristol, 
writes:  
 
Our project is a collaboration between Ramblers and Macmillan, is funded 
by BIG lottery, and is called ‘Every Step Counts’. My work is focused on 
creating tailor-made 12-week walking programmes for the most inactive 
members of the community and so encouraging them to begin some 
physical activity through walking. Particularly I’ll be working with those 
who have long-term health conditions. 
 
I’m writing to you now, as someone already interested in walking, to ask 
whether you’d like to get more involved. Volunteers will be essential to 
the project’s success and volunteering with us will be an ideal way for you 
to share your passion for walking. There are two key roles; one working 
with walkers to ensure they are happy, well and safe (walk leader) and 
another exploring the city and creating new and exciting walking routes 
(route developer). For both roles you would be supported and fully 
trained, as well as being reimbursed your expenses. Also, as we are 
creating short term walking programmes designed to lead into either 
Walking for Health schemes or independent walking, the volunteering 
roles can be short term or longer, there is flexibility to suit you. 
 
So that’s it! I’d love to work with you and I’m determined to ensure you 
enjoy getting involved in this exciting new project. If you think you have 
a couple of hours to spare per week, then do get in touch; or if you’d just 
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like more information. You could email me at 
stuart.riddle@ramblers.org.uk or call me on 07760 433901. 
I look forward to hearing from you. Stay well. 
 
PARKS CONSULTATION 
 
Bristol City Council is currently consulting on parks and green spaces. The 
survey is at https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/bcc-parks. This is a good 
opportunity to let the Council know how walking opportunities might be 
improved at your favourite open spaces by, for example, better signage, 
more paths, or ending zoo parking. So please participate in the survey. If 
you also let us know what improvements you would like, we will pursue 
them with the Council too. 
 
BRISTOL PROMENADES 
 
The Bristol Cycling Campaign has been very successful in getting 
proposals for improvements onto the Council’s ‘to do’ list. Many of these 
are for shared cyclist/pedestrian routes. You might be interested in the 
brief summary at 
http://www.bristolcyclingcampaign.org.uk/campaign/95-bristol-
promenades-revealed. This includes a further link to a more detailed 
document. 
 
NOTICES AND EVENTS 

B walkers Christmas Lunch, Saltford – Sunday 15th December 

Meet at Great George Street at 10:30am for 6 miles walk.  Lunch at the 
Bird in Hand at 2:30pm with a choice of menus.  To book, send £5 
deposit by 15th November to Jeanie Copland, 88 Park Road, Keynsham, 
Bristol BS31 1AR (0117 9861620).  Balance will be payable on the day 
(approx £15). 

Walk on 6 November 

Peter Gould writes: ‘my regrets that the walk on Wednesday 6th 
November did not happen. The train was cancelled. First Great Western 
have apologized, but the problem arose from the failure of another 
Operating Company’s train which then blocked the line.’ 

FORTHCOMING WALKS 

The full programme of walks is on the website and in the published 
programme. Here is more information about some of them. 

Y Fal and Mynydd Llanwenarth (HW) - 1 December 
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This 13 mile hill walk starts from the northern edge of Abergavenny and 
climbs steadily to the ridge of Deri with its fine views of Skirrid and Bryn 
Arw. After striding out along Deri we undertake the climb to the summit 
of Y Fal – or Sugar Loaf as you may know it. We descend to the north-
west before heading down to Llangenny and lunch. There will be a pub 
stop if time permits.  

The afternoon starts with a short walk along the banks of Grwyne Fawr 
before inevitably we climb again, this time to the top of Mynydd 
Llanwenarth. Hopefully there will be good retrospective views of Sugar 
Loaf. A gradual descent leads to the wooded St Mary’s Vale before one 
last, short climb takes us to our meeting with the path leading down from 
Park Lodge. A gentle descent takes us back to the cards. 

 Freshford (B) – 1 December 

Jill Bird will be leading this 11 mile walk from Bradford-on-Avon, with a 
pub stop at the Inn at Freshford. She will be including around a dozen 
interesting buildings, structures and villages, some of which don't exist! 
 
Meet at St George Street at 8.30. Ring 0117 9551360  for more info. 
 
Ozleworth Bottom (A) - 8 December 

This 15 mile walk starts from Wotton-Under-Edge initially heading north 
to take in the views from Coombe Hill.  Climbing Blackquarries Hill, we go 
through Newark Park prior to passing the impressive barn, stocks and 
pillories at Fernley Farm and skirting Ozleworth Park.  Continuing through 
to Bagpath, we lunch at Hays Bottom and the Hunters' Hall Inn.  The 
afternoon takes us past the abandoned church at Newington Bagpath, 
combining the undulations of the Cotswolds Hills with expansive views 
across valleys.  Finally we walk along the valley floor of Ozleworth Bottom 
to return to Wotton via the sculptures at Wortley. 

Vale of Thornbury (B) – 8 December 
 
This walk will begin in Oldbury on Severn and initially follow the Severn 
Way along the estuary. It then cuts inland climbing the only two hills we 
could find but giving extensive views of the Vale of Thornbury before 
reaching Thornbury for lunch. In the afternoon we wander back across 
the Vale visiting the isolated hilltop setting of Oldbury Church, an iron age 
fort and the estuary again, hopefully as the sun is setting on a winter 
landscape. 
 
Leigh Woods (Sunday afternoon walk) - 8 December  
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This is a late autumn walk through Leigh Woods. Although the details in 
the printed programme are oriented to walkers coming by bus, car 
parking is possible - please 'phone Nigel deBray (07946 313388) for 
details.  

The walk starts by crossing a field before heading through Leigh Woods to 
the River Avon towpath.  We walk along the towpath towards Bristol 
almost as far as the Suspension Bridge before turning up Nightingale 
Valley.  At the top we turn into the woods again to Stokeleigh Camp (Iron 
Age hill fort) before returning to the start point. 

Cadbury Hill (AAW) – 11 December 

Maureen Johnson writes: ‘Hoping for a dry crisp morning for a gentle 
climb up and over Cadbury Hill, which is also a nature reserve, to the 
outskirts of Yatton, then to return via its borders to Cadbury Garden 
Centre for some refreshment and last minute retail opportunities.  Unless 
I reverse the route, which rather depends on the weather.’ 

Solstice Saunter (Saturday) - 21 December. 
  
Phil Selby’s walk begins by the cafe at the Chew Valley lake car park and 
follows an attractive 6 mile circuit. After walking along the lake to the 
next picnic site, we make our way to Knowle Hill. Having admired the 
view from the top we make our way across fields to Moorledge and 
Stanton Drew and then along a lane linking this village to Chew Magna. 
We then continue through fields along the banks of the river returning to 
the car park. 
 
Coffee will be taken near the Stanton Drew stone circles, possibly in the 
grounds of the church. The stone circles are reputed to be one of the 
most important ancient sites in the country, the Grand Circle being the 
third largest in Britain after Avebury and Stonehenge. The latter two sites 
are the scene of pagan celebrations at the time of the solstices and the 
equinoxes but I'm not sure if the same occurs at Stanton Drew. If not, we 
can have our own celebration singing a couple of carols.  
 
Solstice Stomp (A) – 22 December 

Nigel Andrews’ seventh Stomp starts from Bath Spa station on the arrival 
of the 07.45 train from Temple Meads. Please will those traveling by train 
allow enough time to buy a return ticket to Bath Spa. Those going to Bath 
under their own steam (metaphorically) should be at the station by 07.55 
to ensure a prompt start.  

The 16 mile walk will commence before sunrise and initially climbs to 
Bathampton Down. We descend to Bathampton village and follow the 
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Avon to Batheaston. Next we’re climbing up on Solsbury Hill, as Peter 
Gabriel once did. He saw the city lights but I’m hoping for good natural 
illumination so that we can fully appreciate the views. 

We then pass through Lower Swainswick and Woolley before making a 
circuitous approach to Lansdown and our pub stop at the Blathwayt Arms. 
The return route is largely on the Cotswold Way with a detour to the 
summit of Kelston Round Hill. We wend our way through an intricate 
section in Weston before commencing our final descent into Bath as the 
light fades. We’ll exchange festive greetings outside the Abbey before 
making our way home. 

Wraxall (B) – 29 December  

This is a walk designed for the time betweeen Christmas and New Year, 
i.e. a short walk starting at the lunch time pub (The Old Barn) and so 
allowing an abandonment of the afternoon if bad weather or shortage of 
light occur. 
  
The morning will be about six miles, going from the Old Barn up to 
Wraxall village and across the road towards Tyntesfield House (although 
not actually going past it). It then proceeds towards Charlton Farm, 
thence to Bullocks Bottom and up to Naish Farm. It then goes through 
Trendlewood back to the pub. The afternoon will be much shorter around 
the Nailsea and Backwell area. 
  
The Old Barn is a pub full of character. It allows us to eat our own lunch 
on their premises. It also stocks goods beers and ciders...the latter being 
an attaction for the walk leader on that day! 

Winscombe (B) – 1 January 

Julian Butter will lead the traditional New Year’s Day circular walk. 

Clifton Down (C) – 1 January 

Peter Gould’s urban stroll with added fungi and beautiful brazen brutes.  
(Lumps of coal at Scots' discretion as The Clifton Down Yard is long 
closed.)  Perhaps an Industrial Revolution hamlet or a rare pillar box? 
Who knows? I'm confident about the pubs, though. 
 
Note that last year, this walk fell on Boxing Day when there was no Public 
Transport: a failure of Victorian values.  On New Year’s Day, buses and 
trains do run - please check timetables.  

Chepstow (A) - 5 January 
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We will start from Chepstow Castle and immediately cross the Wye to 
return to England. Much of the morning features sections of the Offa’s 
Dyke Path and the Gloucestershire Way. We then head to the Devil’s 
Pulpit and a steep descent to Tintern and lunch. In the afternoon we climb 
Butcher’s Hill by a series of woodland paths. We then follow quiet lanes 
and woodland paths before a tea stop above St Arvans. The next section 
should give us spectacular views down to the Wye before we visit the 
ruined Piercefield House. We follow the racecourse boundary as we head 
towards Chepstow, perhaps placing bets on who will be first back to the 
cars.  

Yatton to Cheddar (B linear) – 5 January 

It's not often you get guarantees with walks, but I can confidently predict 
NO Mud, NO Stiles, NO Hills! This 11 mile walk follows the Strawberry 
Line, which takes its name from the now disused rail line that was used to 
transport Cheddar strawberries to the main line at Yatton. The line has 
been made into a cycle/footpath by Sustrans with help from other 
organizations. 
 
Having parked at Yatton Rail Station (£1.20), we follow a path of 
compacted gravel across open moorland with great views, with a pub stop 
in Winscombe and a rich and diverse landscape all the way to Cheddar. 
 
Return is Bus from Cheddar to Weston Milton, and then train to 
Yatton (£8 total). Please organise yourselves at Gt George St for lift 
sharing, to meet leader (Martin Summerell) at the start of the walk. 
 
Commercial corner  

Remember that most of Bristol’s outdoor gear retailers give discounts of 
about 10% on production of your Ramblers membership card. Cotswold 
Outdoor and Taunton Leisure give 15%. The next 20% discount 
evening at our local sponsor, Taunton Leisure, is on 5 December. 

You will be aware that HF Holidays are now the Ramblers ‘recommended 
walking holiday provider’. Among the benefits are donations to the 
Ramblers when members take HF holidays. 

If you book a holiday with Ramblers Holidays, this Group could receive 
a contribution (£10 for UK holidays, £20 for short haul, £30 for long 
haul). This has no impact on the price you pay, so please let them know 
you are a Bristol Ramblers member: see 
www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership. 
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