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  eBoot - November 2013 

 

This month’s edition includes: 

• The Group’s AGM 

• Bristol Walking Festival 2014 

• Wednesday walks 

• B walk programme 

• Walking for Health 

• Events and notices 

• Forthcoming walks 

• Commercial corner 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Group’s Annual General Meeting will take place at 7.30pm on 
Wednesday 13 November at the Redland Green Bowls Club clubhouse. 
The guest speaker will be the Ramblers’ national Head of Campaigns.  

There will be refreshments from 7pm, with formal business starting at 
7.30pm. The agenda for the meeting and the annual report will be 
circulated shortly.  

The Committee for 2014 will be elected at the AGM. We would welcome 
new volunteers to join the Committee, particularly from members who are 
not regular A or B Sunday walkers (as these groups currently provide the 
majority of the Committee). The Committee has about six evening 
meetings a year. The meetings are relaxed and enjoyable, while being 
reasonably businesslike.  

BRISTOL WALKING FESTIVAL 2014 

The 2014 Bristol Walking Festival will run from Saturday 26th April to 
Saturday 25 May, with a launch event on 26th April at City Hall. 

Planning is now underway, and Walk Co-ordinators have been asked to 
consider the following when compiling walks for our programme for this 
period:-    

• Walks ideally to be accessible by public transport (it is recognized 
that this is unlikely for Sunday all-day walks).  

• Walks not too far from Bristol. An objective of the walking festival is 
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to promote leisure walking in Bristol to as wide an audience as 
possible, encouraging people to take up walking and to get to know 
the city and its surrounds more.  

• If possible, walks to have a theme (e.g. nature/wildlife; history; 
views/landscape/open spaces). Feedback from last year was that 
themed walks were particularly popular. 

 
So here is an opportunity for you to devise a route that will amaze and 
delight your fellow citizens. If you can help, please contact a Walk 
Coordinator or Wendy Britton (brittons@aspects.net). 

WEDNESDAY WALKS 

As from the next programme, the Avon Area will no longer be running 
Wednesday walks. Margaret Ruse, the Bristol Wednesday Walks 
Coordinator, is hoping to expand the Bristol programme to make up for 
this. To do this, she is calling for more walk leaders to come forward. If 
you could help by leading any B walks on Wednesday, please contact 
Margaret.ruse@btinternet.com. 

SUNDAY B WALK PROGRAMME 

Ikuko Wilson, the B walk co-ordinator, has set up a google document so 
that walk leaders can see the B walks on the draft programme as soon as 
they are added. They can: 

• enter their walk directly without having to phone first, and if they wish 

• enter a date slot early and enter walk details later 

• amend walk details following a pre-walk 

• check to see if their walk 'clashes' with other walks about the same 
date, and choose a different date. 

• switch dates to another available day if, say, family duties intervene. 

All this before deadline day, of course. 

Please contact Ikuko to get access (contact.ikuko@gmail.com). You will 
then also be able to give others access. 

But if you prefer to book your walks over the phone, you can ring her on 
07720 870 746. 

WALKING FOR HEALTH 

The Ramblers have recently taken over leadership of the national Walking 
for Health programme. Bristol is one of three pilot areas, and a project 
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officer, Stuart Riddle, has recently been appointed. He will be working 
with the well-established NHS/City Council Walking for Health project, but 
he will also be seeking new volunteers to lead short and accessible walks 
as parts of 12 week programmes to help to improve lives and life chances 
through regular exercise and exposure to the great outdoors. 

This notice is to give you the opportunity to think about whether you 
could contribute to this.  

NOTICES AND EVENTS 

Skittles Evening – 30th November 

A Bristol Ramblers Social Skittles Evening will take place on Saturday, 
30th November 2013 in the very quirky Duke of York pub, St. Werburghs, 
Jubilee Road, Bristol.  Arrive at 7 for a 7.30 p.m. start.  

Please come along and support our pre-Christmas social evening. 

The event is ticket only: tickets are £6 each, which will include a light 
'Mezze' supper. Contact Christine Bowen (christine.bowen@ymail.com, 
mobile - 07532070499).   

Please bring a bottle or other item for the Raffle.  Any profits to Longtown 
Mountain Rescue.  

B walkers Christmas Lunch, Saltford – Sunday 15th December 

Meet at Great George Street at 10:30am for 6 miles walk.  Lunch at the 
Bird in Hand at 2:30pm with a choice of menus.  To book, send £5 
deposit by 15th November to Jeanie Copland, 88 Park Road, Keynsham, 
Bristol BS31 1AR (0117 9861620).  Balance will be payable on the day 
(approx £15). 

Footpath Maintenance 

After a considerable period of inactivity, it seems very likely that our 
'Volunteer Footpath Clearance Team' will soon be called into action once 
again! Our Footpaths Officer, Keith Budd, is in discussion with Bristol City 
Council about a couple of sites that require attention, and details should 
emerge shortly concerning their whereabouts. At that time, Keith will 
contact all previous volunteers so as to ascertain their interest and 
availability for the new projects. If you could lend a hand, but have not 
previously been involved, do give Keith a call (on 0117 9497076), or 
email leoni.keith@gmail.com. He will be very happy to tell you what is 
required. Volunteers, new and old, are always most welcome. 

Guided Tour of Unusual Bath - Wed 29th January 2014 
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Morning walking tour guided by a professional guide. 

Numbers limited. Pre-booking essential (if oversubscribed, priority will be 
given to regular Bristol Ramblers Wednesday walkers). Cost £3.50 to £5 
per person depending on numbers. 

To reserve your place, contact Margaret Ruse (0117 9684140, e-mail: 
margaret.ruse@btinternet.com) by the end of November. 

South Bristol Link Road 

Bristol Ramblers submitted objections to this development to both Bristol 
City Council and North Somerset Council.  Tony Parsons attended some 
meetings organised by Pip Sheard to bring together various groups 
opposed to the development. The following words from Pip provide an 
update. 

The Bristol South and East Planning Committee will hear the South Bristol 
Link Planning application on Wed 27th Nov 6pm City Hall.  

We will be organising a photo-opportunity outside City Hall at 5.15 pm on 
that day. Please come and support those who are speaking.  

North Somerset Council's Central and North Committees will be meeting 
on Thursday 7th Nov. If they agree, that will form the decision of the 
Council, but if they disagree or it gets taken out of their hands, it will go 
to the Planning and Regulatory Committee on 27th Nov - same date as 
Bristol. There is a full North Somerset Council meeting on the road on 
12th, where any North Somerset resident can speak and get 5 minutess if 
we tell the Clerk by noon the day before. They do not take statements.  

We will also organise a “Love the Common - Stop the Link” event on 
Sunday 17th Nov 2-4pm encouraging people to come to Highridge 
Common and do some fun activities on it before part of it gets taken for 
the road. Would your group be interested in coming and having a 
presence on that day supporting local residents?  It would be great if 
cyclists and walkers came along to offer their support.  
 
Following our successful public meeting in Withywood last Thursday, we 
produced a press release which was covered by Bristol 24/7 (see below) 
but not the Post  
  
http://nosouthbristollink.co.uk/news/withywood-meeting-urges-mayor-
oppose-link. 
  
It is now vital that both Bristol and North Somerset planning committee 
councillors and the Mayor get emails objecting to the road. Don't assume 
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other people have done it: write objecting to the Link Road - details are 
on this page http://nosouthbristollink.co.uk/how-help.  

We have five weeks to save the City's western greenbelt and Highridge 
Common from the Link.  

The Great Outdoors Debate  

Ramblers have started a national ‘big conversation’ with people all over 
the country to help decide what the organisation should be doing over the 
next ten years. To feed in your views, go to: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/GoAllOut 

Changes to Bus Route Numbers in Bristol 
 
At the beginning of November several bus routes in Bristol will change.  
In particular routes 354, 362 and 363 will be replaced by X8, route 361 
will be replaced by X6 and route 23 will be replaced by route X2, X3  
There will also be changes to route 121 and the bus to Newport  
(new number X7).  
More details at 
http://www.firstgroup.com/ukbus/bristol_bath/journey_planning/timetables/forthcoming
.php 
 
Queries about Membership 
 
For any membership queries you may have during November, please 
contact Wendy Britton - tel. no. 0117 9495079;  
email brittons@aspects.net 
 

FORTHCOMING WALKS 

The full programme of walks is on the website and in the published 
programme. Here is more information about some of them. 

Wrington – Saturday 2nd November 

The meeting point for this walk will be Wrington Parish Church, worthy of 
a visit in itself.  From the lych gate we will follow Church Walk east, out of 
the village into pasture land.  Crossing the A38 we head towards Cowslip 
Green and, following footpaths through farmland, cross a stream then 
back across the A38 near to Lye Cross Farm (of cheese fame) into 
Redhill.  Now we climb in a southerly direction up beyond the village, 
through a copse and head west and eventually into lovely Barley Wood 
parkland – beside a field cultivated especially for wildflowers, passing two 
or three delightful country houses and enjoying extensive views over 
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Wrington and the Mendip hills.  The route back to the Church passes the 
Plough Inn and another pub in the High Street.  About 6 miles.  

Blaenavon  - Sunday 3rd November 

Tony Kerr is leading a 15mile Hill Walk which starts in the valley of Cwm 
Afon and rises through the Blaenavon Community Woodland to reach the 
open moor near the ruined Capel Newydd (New Chapel) Then it crosses 
the wild (and sometimes boggy) Mynydd y Garn and descends to gentler 
farming country before climbing back up to the excellent Goose & Cuckoo. 
After lunch, the route drops down through woodland before climbing up 
past an ancient Holy Well to the wild summit of Garn Wen, and on 
through woods back down to the valley. 

Forest of Dean - Sunday 3rd November  

Chris Sanders is leading a 12 mile B walk which forms a circuit around 
Parkend, with lunch at the Rising Sun at Moseley Green. It is all in the 
high forest, but the theme is the number of other industries which are 
evident.  We will see a working coal mine, a stone quarry and a stone saw 
mill, as well as evidence of past iron mining and iron and steel making.  
Whether the industry interests you or not, most of it is not intrusive and it 
will not detract from the peace of the Forest on a Sunday, of course.  

Shirehampton - Wednesday 6th November 

Peter Gould’s 6 mile walk is a variation on the familiar route from 
Shirehampton to Clifton Down, using a new, long awaited, path at Old 
Sneed Park.  As ever, the walk will disintegrate at the top of the 
Blackboy Hill as people head for 
buses/pubs/caffs/home. Nevertheless, every half hour or so, a train can 
return you to Shire if you parked at the station.   

Lansdown & Doynton – Sunday 10th November  

Keith Budd’s 12.5 mile B walk combines some historical sites(both ancient 
& modern) with a National Trust property, via pretty South Cotswold 
scenery. Expect lots of small villages and a fair few ups and downs along 
the way, with good, expansive views if the weather is kind. 

Horfield - Sunday 10th November  
Julie Boston’s walk starts from the Horfield Sports Centre skate park at 2 
pm. This scenic route is mostly off road and crosses Filton Golf Course 
and perimeter of Filton Airport, and returns to Brentry to finish at the 
Bourne Pub. 3 miles: buses 75, 76, 310, return 2 or 76.   
 
Y Fal and Mynydd Llanwenarth - 1st December  
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Nigel Andrews’ 13 mile walk starts from Llanfoist, with a steep climb 
through woods on the lower slopes of Blorenge. The gradient eases and 
we eventually contour round to the east on a beautiful path to reach the 
Punchbowl. Another climb is followed by a steep descent to White House 
Farm. The undulations continue as we head south to our lunch stop which 
includes the opportunity to have a drink at the Goose and Cuckoo. The 
afternoon is shorter and easier as we make our way along lanes, through 
woodland and, finally, the canal towpath to return to Llanfoist.  Hopefully 
the walk will be enhanced by the late autumn colours.   

Commercial corner  

Remember that most of Bristol’s outdoor gear retailers give discounts of 
about 10% on production of your Ramblers membership card. Cotswold 
Outdoor and Taunton Leisure give 15%. The next 20% discount 
evening at our local sponsor, Taunton Leisure, is on 5 December. 

You will be aware that HF Holidays are now the Ramblers ‘recommended 
walking holiday provider’. Among the benefits are donations to the 
Ramblers when members take HF holidays. 

If you book a holiday with Ramblers Holidays, this Group could receive 
a contribution (£10 for UK holidays, £20 for short haul, £30 for long 
haul). This has no impact on the price you pay, so please let them know 
you are a Bristol Ramblers member: see 
www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership. 

 

 

 


