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  eBoot - October 2013 
 
   This month’s edition includes: 

 AGM 

 Bristol Walking Festival 2014 
 Events and notices 

 Forthcoming walks 

 Commercial corner 
 

 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The Group’s Annual General Meeting will take place at 7.30pm on 

Wednesday 13 November at the Redland Bowls Club clubhouse. The 
external speaker will be the Ramblers’ national head of campaigns.  

 
The Committee for 2014 will be elected at the AGM. We would welcome 

new volunteers to join the Committee, particularly from members who are 
not regular A or B Sunday walkers (as these groups currently provide the 

majority of the Committee). The Committee has about six evening 
meetings a year. The meetings are relaxed and enjoyable, while being 

reasonably businesslike.  

 
 

NEW WEBSITE 
We have updated the website to make it easier to use on smartphones 

and tablet computers. This has proved to be quite complicated because 
there are now so many different phones, tablets, browsers and screen 

sizes in use. We may not be able to provide an ideal solution for all, but 
we will do our best to make sure the site is at least usable for everyone. 

If you have a smartphone or tablet computer, could you kindly look at 
bristolramblers.org.uk and let us know how well it works for you? Please 

could you then email comments to bristolramblers@gmail.com with 
details of hardware and software used to access the website. 
 

 

B WALK COORDINATOR 
Ikuko Wilson says: 

I will be taking over as B walk co-ordinator starting with the February 
programme.  

I have set up a google document where leaders can see the B walks on 
the programme as they are added.  They can also add their walks to this 

document. They will need to contact me so I can give them access. 
Walks leaders will also be able to: 

http://new.bristolramblers.org.uk/
mailto:bristolramblers@gmail.com
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• enter their walk directly without having to phone me first, and if they 
wish 

• enter a date slot early and enter walk details later 
• amend walk details following a pre-walk 

• check to see if their walk 'clashes' with other walks about the same 
date, and choose a different date. 

• Switch dates to another available day if, say, family duties intervene. 
All this before deadline day, of course. 

It will also make my job easier! 

Please contact me to get access (contact.ikuko@gmail.com). You will then 
also be able to give others access. 

People who still prefer to book a walk over the phone can ring me on  
07720 870 746 

 
BRISTOL WALKING FESTIVAL 2014 

The 2014 Festival is likely to take place over the whole of the month of 
May. Feedback from the 2013 Festival suggests that themed walks were 

particularly popular. 
So here is an opportunity for you to put on your thinking cap and to 

devise a route that will amaze and delight your fellow citizens. Or you 
could offer to lead a walk based on one of the Bristol Backs routes. Walk 

Coordinators will be trying to ensure that our programme for May 2014 
includes lots of Bristol-based walks. If you can help, please contact one of 

them or Eileen Bartlett (eileenbartlett65@gmail.com). 

 
NOTICES AND EVENTS 

 
The Great Outdoors Debate  

Ramblers are starting a big conversation with people all over the country 
to help decide what the organisation should be doing over the next ten 

years. To see more go to 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/GoAllOut 

See also the Walk magazine. 
 

 
Skittles Evening 

A Bristol Ramblers Social Skittles Evening will take place on Saturday, 
30th November 2013 in the very querky Duke of York pub, St. 

Werburghs, Jubilee Road, Bristol.  A 7 for 7.30 p.m. start.  Tickets are £6 

each which will include a light 'Mezze' supper. 
Please bring a 'bottle' for the Raffle.  Any profits to Longtown Mountain 

Rescue.  Tickets only - can be obtained from Christine Bowen 
at christine.bowen@ymail.com (mobile - 07532070499).   Please come 

along and support our pre-Christmas Social evening. 
 

mailto:contact.ikuko@gmail.com
mailto:eileenbartlett65@gmail.com
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/GoAllOut
mailto:christine.bowen@ymail.com
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Sunday 15th December B walkers Christmas Lunch, Saltford 
Meet at Great George Street at 10:30am for 6 miles walk.  Lunch at the 

Bird in Hand at 2:30pm with a choice of menus.  To book send £5 deposit 
by 15th November to Jeanie Copland, 88 Park Road, Keynsham, Bristol 

BS31 1AR 0117 9861620.  Balance will be payable on the day (approx 
£15). 

 
 

FORTHCOMING WALKS 

The full programme of walks is on the website and in the published 
programme. Here is more information about some of them. 

 
Wednesday 2nd October.  Hallen and Henbury Open Spaces. 

Meeting at Blaise Car Park. A walk through the fields and woods of the 
Riding School for the Disabled and then up the hill behind Hallen with 

views towards Portishead. Coming back to Blaise through some of 
the extensive green spaces that Bristol City Council left in Henbury after 

the rehousing programme at the end of the Second World War. Café and 
pub available at the end. Maggie Wilcox. 

 
On Sunday 6 October John Wrigley will be leading a Hill Walk from 

the village of Cwmdu. The day begins with a steep 2000ft climb almost 
from the start up to the summit of Pen Allt-mawr. We then turn north and 

follow the western leg of the Crickhowell Horseshoe walk as far as Waun 

Fach whose summit we will skirt around unless the party is going 
particularly well. After continuing north for another mile or so, we’ll 

descend the Y Grib ridge before traversing Castle Dinas hill. From there 
it’s up the nose of Mynydd Troed and on to Cockit Hill before cutting 

underneath Pen Tir back to the start. The distance is approximately 17 
miles with between 4500ft & 5000ft of ascent. Given the relatively early 

sunset a pub stop cannot be guaranteed – also the one potential hostelry 
currently only opens on Sundays if it has had a lunch party booking. 

 
The B walk on 6th October will start at Charterhouse walking along 

Velvet Bottom and Rowberrow Bottom for a pub at lunchtime coming back 
along the top. Blackdown and Beacon batch for some good views I hope. 

About 11 miles … Sue Finney 
 

On Wednesday 9th October Tony Parsons is leading a walk to Leonard 

Stanley.  The walk starts at Cam and Dursley Station and climbs up onto 
the cotswold ridge.  It then descends to Leonard Stanley.  The remainder 

of the walk is on flatter ground including a visit to the village of Frampton 
on Severn and a section of canal tow path.  Ring Tony to arrange lift 

sharing. 
The return train fare from Temple Meads to Cam and Dursley is £7.50. 
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Sunday October 13th - Woodchester Park walk 

Centre piece are the eerie confines of Woodchester mansion set in a 
strangely brooding and secluded valley in the Cotswold countryside. An 

autumnal woodland start along the Cotswold way from Selsley common 
with morning tea stop at the house itself,  a sort of OTT gothic pile that 

Vincent Price would have felt at home with. Construction began in the 
middle of the 19th century but was never completed. The owner, one 

William Leigh found the funds for the extensive gardens including 3 

ornamental lakes but ran out of cash for building the house. Clearly 
budgeting wasn’t his long suit. A number of ghostly sightings have been 

reported including a headless huntsman supposedly Sir Rupert de 
Lasagne (with no head, how do they know) who inherited the park after 

killing his cousin (charming). Along with a white lady, a black dog, a 
floating coffin and probably bats in the belfry, Woodchester Park is said to 

be the most haunted place in the UK. 
A long climb in the late morning is rewarded by the lunch break at the 

welcoming Black Horse at Amberely.  A shorter afternoon around  
Rodborough common for wind, views and possibly ice cream culminating, 

not altogether surprisingly, in a climb back up to Selsley common at the 
end. About 12 miles in all.  Andy Steward 

 
West Mendips – October 20th.  An intricate & varied outing with 

several good viewpoints. Expect plenty of ups & downs as we alternate 

thru' hills, woodlands & open countryside, plus a steep climb up & over 
Crooks Peak! Our route also encompasses a riverside trail, a section of 

the old 'Strawberry Line' railtrack as well as some pleasant villages & the 
odd church along the way... Keith Budd 

 
Saturday 26th October is a circular walk starting from the Straits at 

Fishponds: well served by buses, with pubs and cafes at the end.  The 
route visits the birth place of Holy Hannah and the site where French 

PoWs made pornographic snuff boxes.  Thereafter we wander down to 
Snuff Mills back along the Frome and up through Vassalls.    

This is a loop off the Badocks – St Annes Wood link between the Bristol 

Group’s Triangle and South Bristol Circular Walks that I am planning: a 
possible Greenway in the mysterious Bristle orient.  Peter 

Sunday 27th October is another public transport based circular walk. 

This starts from Temple Meads to advertise the RA’s support for the 
Mayor’s 'Keep Sunday Special' Scheme by wandering about  back alleys 

and car free, care free,  roads.   In the true spirit of the day, I shall make 
the walk up as we potter along.  Peter 
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Sunday 3rd November B walk in the Forest of Dean.  The walk forms a 
circuit around Parkend, with lunch at the Rising Sun at Moseley Green. It 

is all in the high forest, but the theme is the number of other industries 
which are evident.  We will see a working coal mine, stone quarry and 

stone saw mill, as well as evidence of past iron mining and iron and steel 
making.  Whether the industry interests you or not, most of it is not 

intrusive. It will not detract from the peace of the Forest on a Sunday, of 
course. Chris 

Lansdown & Doynton – November 10th.  A route that combines some 

historical sites,(both ancient & modern), & a National Trust property 
together via pretty S. Cotswold scenery. Expect lots of small villages & a 

fair few ups & downs along the way, with good, expansive views if the 
weather is kind... Keith Budd 

 

 
 

Commercial corner  
 

Remember that most of Bristol’s outdoor gear retailers give discounts of 
about 10% on production of your Ramblers membership card. Cotswold 

Outdoor and Taunton Leisure give 15%. The next 20% discount 
evening at our local sponsor, Taunton Leisure, is on 19 September. 

 
You will be aware that HF Holidays are now the Ramblers ‘recommended 

walking holiday provider’. Among the benefits are donations to the 
Ramblers when members take HF holidays. 

 
If you book a holiday with Ramblers Holidays, this Group could receive 

a contribution (£10 for UK holidays, £20 for short haul, £30 for long 

haul). This has no impact on the price you pay, so please let them know 
you are a Bristol Ramblers member: see 

www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership. 
 

 
Mary Magro has two (possibly three) backpacks which she would like to 

sell at low-reasonable cost.  Phone her on 01275 392643.       

http://www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership

