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  eBoot - September 2013 

 

   This month’s edition includes: 
 Coach trip in September 

 The AGM 
 Bristol Walking Festival 2014 

 New B Walks Coordinator  
 Bristol Greenways and City Centre Walking 

 Events and notices 
  Forthcoming walks 

  Commercial corner 
 

Coach trip 
 

The coach trip to the south Devon coast (Sidmouth to Exmouth) is on  
8 September. The coach will leave the centre of Bristol at 8am and there 

will be A and B linear walks. The cost is a bargain £13 for advanced 

bookings. Contact Eileen Bartlett (eileenbartlett65@gmail.com) to book 
your place. The cost on the day will be £17. 

The A walkers will be dropped off at the Donkey Sanctuary near Salcombe 
Regis to start the 15 mile walk, and will head down the valley to Weston 

Mouth. The section to Sidmouth features significant climbs and descents 
of the type loved by A walkers!  Passing through Sidmouth we climb High 

Peak (nothing to do with Derbyshire) and visit Ladram Bay before making 
a detour inland to the pretty village of Otterton and lunch. We return to 

the coast at Budleigh Salterton before completing our journey to Exmouth 
where the coach awaits. 

 
The B Walk starts at Sidmouth Esplanade. After the long climb up to High 

Peak the walk follows the coastal path to Budleigh Salterton for lunch 
where there is a choice of tearooms or pubs and then to Exmouth. After 

the initial climb, the walk is described in the Official Guide to the South 

West Coastal Path as moderate and is not as long or as tough as the B 
walk on the May coach trip. 

 
Committee business 

 
The next meeting of the Committee is on 17 September. If there is 

anything that you think the Committee should be considering, please 
contact Stephen Draper or Wendy Britton 

 
B Walks Coordinator 

 
We are pleased to say that Ikuko Wilson has volunteered to take over as 

B Walks Coordinator.  Thanks to her and thanks also to Gwyneth for being 
the coordinator for the last couple of year 
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The Group’s Annual General Meeting  

 
This will take place at 7.30pm on Wednesday 13 November at the 

Redland Bowls Club clubhouse. The external speaker will be the Ramblers’ 
national head of campaigns. Ploughman’s lunch-type refreshments will be 

provided. 
 

The Committee for 2014 will be elected at the AGM. We would welcome 
new volunteers to join the Committee, particularly from members who are 

not regular A or B Sunday walkers (as these groups currently provide the 
majority of the Committee). The Committee has about six evening 

meetings a year. The meetings are relaxed and enjoyable, while being 
reasonably businesslike.  The following have agreed to stand for re-

election to the committee: 
 

Chairman                                                     Carew Reynell 

Secretary       Stephen Draper 
Treasurer       Pauline Platts 

Minutes Secretary     Wendy Britton 
Membership Secretary    Eileen Bartlett 

Programme Coordinator    Tony Parsons 
Footpaths Officer     Keith Budd 

Planning and Walking Environment Officer Susan Carter  
Committee member     Tony Wood 

 
Also Margaret Blake will be standing for election as a new committee 

member. Note that there is a vacancy for the publicity role. 
 

Bristol Walking Festival 2014 
 

The 2014 Festival is likely to take place over the whole of the month of 

May. Feedback from the 2013 Festival suggests that themed walks were 
particularly popular. 

The project team, made up of representatives from Destination Bristol, 
Sustainable Cities, Parks, Transport, Walking for Health Bristol as well as 

Bristol Ramblers will be holding their first meeting soon.  Eileen Bartlett 
will be our representative; however Eileen would welcome another 

member to join her on the team. If you are interested please get in touch 
with her.  Please note that meetings take place during the day. 

Alternatively you could devise a walk that will amaze and delight your 
fellow citizens. Or you could offer to lead a walk based on one of the 

Bristol Backs routes. Walk Coordinators will be trying to ensure that our 
programme for May 2014 includes lots of Bristol-based walks. If you can 

help, please contact one of them or Eileen Bartlett 
(eileenbartlett65@gmail.com). 

 

 
 

mailto:eileenbartlett65@gmail.com
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South Bristol Link Road 

 

Bristol Ramblers have submitted an objection to the construction of the 
South Bristol Link Road.  This road would pass through green belt 

countryside between Long Ashton and Highridge Green. Several footpaths 
would be diverted with some sections being replaced by cycle tracks 

alongside the road.  
 

The Next Walks Programme 
 

This programme will be issued at the end of Sepember.  However most of 
the walks are already on the Ramblers Walkfinder database.  Details of 

others will be added as they become available.  You can also access the 
database from our website bristolramblers.org.uk under  

walks/led walks/Bristol Group Walks 
 

The Bristol Ramblers Website 

 
Tony Kerr and Carew are currently developing a new version of the 

website.  This version should overcome problems which users of 
smartphones and tablets experience with the current version. 

The new website is at new.bristolramblers.org.uk. Please can you try it 
(whatever type of computer you are using) and report any problems to 

Tony (tonykerr50@gmail.com). 
 

City centre walking environment 
 

As a member of the Living Heart coalition, the Group has been 
campaigning for improvements to the walking environment in the city 

centre. There has been some progress. Many of you will be aware of the 
Keep Sunday Special days, when Corn Street, Baldwin Street and King 

Street are closed to traffic. The next of these will be on 29 September. 

Corn Street is now pedestrianised at weekends, as from 24 August. The 
Council is considering ways of making it pedestrianised during the week: 

you may wish to contact your councillor to express support for this 
proposal. 

 
Greenways 

 
There have been two meetings to explore John Grimshaw's ideas  

(mentioned in the last e-Boot) for developing Greenways linking Bristol's 
parks and green spaces to mark the city's designation as European Green 

Capital in 2015. The proposals have yet to be approved by the City 
Council. If they are, there is likely to be scope for a significant input by 

members of the group. 
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Bristol Triangle Walk and South Bristol Circular Walk 

 

Keith Budd and a group of volunteers have been waymarking these two 
walks and noting where the directions need updating.  Keith is now 

looking for other volunteers to walk sections of the walk to see how easily 
they can follow the route. 

 
Notices and events 

 
The programme for the Mendip Hills Walking Festival (27 to 30 

September 2013) is now available at www.mendipwalkingfestival.org.uk.  
The highspot for committed walkers will be (hopefully) the entire Mendip 

Way from Weston-super-Mare to Frome over three days. There is also a 
variety of long and short walks using some much-loved paths as well as 

some lesser-known ones, and some heritage walks (with assistance from 
local guides) which will enable visitors to the area to learn more about 

Wells Cathedral, Axbridge, Frome and the Strawberry Line. 

  
Forthcoming walks 

 
The full programme of walks is on the website and in the published 

programme. Here is more information about some of them. 
 

  
Wednesday 4th September: Note that Keith Budd’s walk previously 

advertised for this date will now be on the 11th September. 
 

On Saturday 7th September Mary Magro is leading a walk around Wraxall. 
This area is familiar to many with the National Trust having developed 

Tyntesfield and making the land around the Estate attractive to walkers.  
Noah’s Ark Farm has diverted several footpaths and put in exceptionally 

strong fencing around the area now home to lions and the elephants 

which are expected shortly.  We shall feel safer in the vicinity of Failand 
Church, a landmark wherever the paths take us, and appreciate the 

extensive view over Avonmouth 
 

On Sunday 8th September there is the coach trip.  See details above. 
 

On Wednesday 11 September Neil Burlton is leading a walk starting at 
The Station Inn Clutton at 10 am. Please use the car park only if you are 

using the pub facilities. 
You can also travel by 376 Bus from Bristol Bus Station at 09:05. Get off 

at Station Rd Clutton and walk 5 to 10 minutes down Station road to the 
Pub. He will await the arrival of this bus. The 6 mile walk follows the 

Three Peaks Way with a coffee stop at Stowey Church. It then follows 
Nanny Hurn's Lane and joins the Limestone Link past the Cameley Lodge 

lake to return to Clutton via Temple Cloud. 
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Also on Wednesday 11th September Keith Budd is leading a walk.  This 

takes an explorational route in under-walked Wyvern territory - Beginning 
at Clanna, it heads over towards Bigsweir & then utilises parts of 'Offas 

Dyke Path' to reach Brockweir, (& lunch), before skirting St. Briavels on 
the homeward leg. Expect lots of twists & turns thru' open countryside & 

woodlands, with many small hamlets & isolated farms in typically hilly 
Wyvern terrain.  

 
On Wednesday 18th September Peter Gould is leading a Wessex Wanderer 

walk at Freshford and Bradford on Avon. Last year a short morning 
Wessex Wanderer Walk with time to explore Castle Cary in the afternoon 

was popular, so this walk was designed on the same plan. Passengers 
from Bristol have time to converse, and, recommended, view Freshford 

church till the up-train arrives.   Then we walk (not along the canal but up 
and over) to Bradford-on-Avon, the formal end where you can range 

freely with historic buildings and tea-shops galore.   

 
On 21 September Nigel de Bray is leading a walk at Hambrook: The walk 

starts at the White Horse, by the sharp corner on the road from 
Hambrook to Winterbourne and follows the Frome Valley to Frenchay.  

From there it heads to Downend, going through Britannia Wood.  From 
Downed it follows the road towards Westerleigh, turning off to follow the 

Leap valley, eventually crossing Ring Road and M4 to Moorend.  From 
there we return to the White Horse for lunch. 

  
On Sunday 22nd of September Julian Carpenter is leading a walk at 

Leckhampton. The Walk is 16miles long with about 600m of ascent. There 
is a pub for the lunch stop. The walk takes in a mixture of terrain, hills, 

woodland & farmland. Best views are at the start & end of the walk. 
 

Also on Sunday 22nd of September Tony Parsons is leading an afternoon 

walk at Hanham.  Part of this walk is alongside the River Avon with other 
sections climbing up through woodland to fields above the valley. 

 
On Sunday 6th October John Wrigley will be leading a Hill Walk from the 

village of Cwmdu. The day begins with a steep 2000ft climb almost from 
the start up to the summit of Pen Allt-mawr. We then turn north and 

follow the western leg of the Crickhowell Horseshoe walk as far as Waun 
Fach whose summit we will skirt around unless the party is going 

particularly well. After continuing north for another mile or so, we’ll 
descend the Y Grib ridge before traversing Castle Dinas hill. From there 

it’s up the nose of Mynydd Troed and on to Cockit Hill before cutting 
underneath Pen Tir back to the start. The distance is approximately 17 

miles with between 4500ft & 5000ft of ascent. Given the relatively early 
sunset a pub stop cannot be guaranteed – also the one potential hostelry 

currently only opens on Sundays if it has had a lunch party booking.  

  
 



 6 

 

Commercial corner  

 
Remember that most of Bristol’s outdoor gear retailers give discounts of 

about 10% on production of your Ramblers membership card. Cotswold 
Outdoor and Taunton Leisure give 15%. The next 20% discount 

evening at our local sponsor, Taunton Leisure, is on 19 September. 
 

You will be aware that HF Holidays are now the Ramblers ‘recommended 
walking holiday provider’. Among the benefits are donations to the 

Ramblers when members take HF holidays. 
 

If you book a holiday with Ramblers Holidays, this Group could receive 
a contribution (£10 for UK holidays, £20 for short haul, £30 for long 

haul). This has no impact on the price you pay, so please let them know 
you are a Bristol Ramblers member: see 

www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership. 

 
 

 
 

 

http://www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership

