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  eBoot - August 2013 
 
   This month’s edition includes: 

• Coach trip, September 
• Committee business 
• Bristol Walking Festival 2014 
• Zoo parking 
• Events and notices 

• Forthcoming walks 
• Commercial corner 
 

Coach trip 

Booking is still open for the second coach trip of 2013. It is to the south 
Devon coast (Sidmouth to Exmouth) on 8 September. The coach will 
leave the centre of Bristol at 8am and there will be A and B linear walks. 
In view of the success of the first trip (although the weather could have 
been kinder), the cost will be a bargain £13 for advanced bookings. 
Contact Carew Reynell (carew.reynell@gmail.com) to book your place.  

The A walkers will be dropped off at the Donkey Sanctuary near Salcombe 
Regis to start the 15 mile walk, and will head down the valley to Weston 
Mouth. The section to Sidmouth features significant climbs and descents 
of the type loved by A walkers!  Passing through Sidmouth we climb High 
Peak (nothing to do with Derbyshire) and visit Ladram Bay before making 
a detour inland to the pretty village of Otterton and lunch. We return to 
the coast at Budleigh Salterton before completing our journey to Exmouth 
where the coach awaits. 
 
The B Walk starts at Sidmouth Esplanade. After the long climb up to High 
Peak the walk follows the coastal path to Budleigh Salterton for lunch 
where there is a choice of tearooms or pubs and then to Exmouth. After 
the initial climb, the walk is described in the Official Guide to the South 
West Coastal Path as moderate and is not as long or as tough as the B 
walk on the May coach trip. 
 
Committee business 
 
The Committee met on 16 July. The items discussed included: 

• The welcome news that Ikuko Wilson has volunteered to take over 
as B Walks Coordinator; 

• The Group’s bid for funds for 2013/14. The continuing reduction in 
the number of programmes sent through the post, and other 
savings, mean that we have reduced our bid from £1,775 to £875; 
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• The Bristol Walking Festival 2014 – see separate item below; 
• Possible initiatives linked to Bristol’s selection as European Green 

Capital for 2015; 
• Our approach to publications, on paper and in electronic form; 
• The latest MetroBus Rapid Transit consultation proposals, including 

the revised route (Cumberland Road to Redcliffe Roundabout) for 
the Ashton Vale to Temple Meads scheme and the Bedminster to 
Redcliffe Roundabout section of the North Fringe to Hengrove 
scheme. Details are at www.travelwest.info/metrobus, and there 
will be an exhibition at St Mary Redcliffe Sixth Form Centre, 
Redcliffe Hill, from 4pm-8pm on 31 July and 7 August. 

 
The Group’s Annual General Meeting will take place at 7.30pm on 
Wednesday 13 November at the Redland Bowls Club clubhouse. The 
external speaker will be the Ramblers’ national head of campaigns.  
 
The Committee for 2014 will be elected at the AGM. We would welcome 
new volunteers to join the Committee, particularly from members who are 
not regular A or B Sunday walkers (as these groups currently provide the 
majority of the Committee). The Committee has about six evening 
meetings a year. The meetings are relaxed and enjoyable, while being 
reasonably businesslike.  
 
Bristol Walking Festival 2014 
 
The 2014 Festival is likely to take place over the whole of the month of 
May. Feedback from the 2013 Festival suggests that themed walks were 
particularly popular. 
 
So here is an opportunity for you to put on your thinking cap and to 
devise a route that will amaze and delight your fellow citizens. Or you 
could offer to lead a walk based on one of the Bristol Backs routes. Walk 
Coordinators will be trying to ensure that our programme for May 2014 
includes lots of Bristol-based walks. If you can help, please contact one of 
them or Eileen Bartlett (eileenbartlett65@gmail.com). 
 
Zoo parking 
 
Bristol Ramblers was one of a number of community and environmental 
organizations that made statements at the Planning Committee meeting 
on 24 July, opposing a further extension of planning permission of parking 
on the Downs. The Committee granted a three year extension, but with a 
reduction in the number of days when parking will be allowed each year. 
 
Notices and events 
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The programme for the Mendip Hills Walking Festival (27 to 30 
September 2013) is now available at www.mendipwalkingfestival.org.uk.  
The highspot for committed walkers will be (hopefully) the entire Mendip 
Way from Weston-super-Mare to Frome over three days. There is also a 
variety of long and short walks using some much-loved paths as well as 
some lesser-known ones, and some heritage walks (with assistance from 
local guides) which will enable visitors to the area to learn more about 
Wells Cathedral, Axbridge, Frome and the Strawberry Line. 
  
Forthcoming walks 
 
The full programme of walks is on the website and in the published 
programme. Here is more information about some of them. 
 
Chris and Jeannie’s A walk on 4 August starts at County Gates (Hills 
and Combes of Exmoor). The route descends to Brendon along the river 
East Lyn to Rockford before climbing up to Countisbury. From the church, 
we descend to Watersmeet and back along the East Lyn to Rockford 
again. A climb to the high moors leads to Shilstone Hill trig point, the 
highest point on the walk, and a descent down Lankcombe to Badgworthy 
Water, and past the Blackmoor memorial to Malmsmead. A short sharp 
ascent brings us back into the County Gate Car Park. A 15 mile hike 
amongst some of the best of the Exmoor National Park - hills, rivers, 
streams combes and some wilderness along with superb views  
 
Also on 4 August, Roger Griffiths is leading the B walk. The walk is 12 
miles and starts at Talywain , north of Pontypool. A steady climb through 
the quiet valley of Cwm Sychan leads up to Waun Wen overlooking 
Abertillery, for a coffee stop. We then proceed past Cwmtillery reservoir 
over Coity mountain to the lunch stop at Whistle Inn, Blaenavon . This is 
by the top halt for steam trains. After lunch we go past Big Pit Museum, 
around the flanks of Coity and back via Cwm Ffrwd. 
 
On 8 August, Wendy Britton is leading an evening walk (7 miles). 
Starting at 7pm on the Clifton side of the suspension bridge, we skirt 
Leigh Woods to pick up the Monarch's Way across fields to Abbots Leigh 
and on to Fish Pond Wood and Abbots Pool.  Here we leave the 
Monarch's Way, heading for home via Ashton Court Estate and dropping 
down to the Festival Way cycle path before crossing the Cumberland 
Basin. We briefly join the Severn Way aiming for the Zig Zag path back to 
the start (where there are ample opportunities for refreshment). 
 
Nigel Andrews’ 11 August Hill Walk (14 miles) starts from Llanfrynach 
and climbs Cefn y Bryn before heading for the more famous tops of the 
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Beacons – Fan y Big, Cribyn and Pen y Fan. We descend Pen y Fan, very 
steeply at first, along the shoulder of Cefn Cwm Llwch before following 
the Bristol to Brecon route over Allt Ddu. The route then heads eastwards 
at low level and there are plenty of opportunities to enjoy retrospective 
views of the hills. 
 
On 13 August, Paula Cannings will be leading an evening walk of about 
5.5 miles from Temple Meads Station.  This South Bristol Parks walk 
links six parks in Brislington, Knowle and Bedminster, taking in the banks 
of the River Avon.  We will learn about the history of the area, as we 
explore quiet residential suburbs.  There is one long, gradual climb and a 
flight of steps, but we will be taking our time, planning to be back at 
Temple Meads by about 9pm, when there will be an optional visit to the 
Knights Templar pub. You can call Paula on 07950271150 or just turn up 
in front of the station by 6.30pm. 
 
On Wednesday August 14 Tony Parsons is leading a mid-week A walk at 
Warminster (15 miles).  It is hoped to visit Imber. This village is on 
Salisbury Plain in an area used as a firing range. For a few weeks a year 
the public is allowed access along small lanes leading to the village. The 
walk will use two of the lanes to visit the village, returning to the start 
along the edge of the plain. There will be about 6 miles of walking on the 
verges of the lanes. There should be very little traffic on a Wednesday. 
For more information about Imber see http://www.imberchurch.org.uk.  
The church will be open. Meet at the water tower at Clifton Downs at 
8:30 (not at the earlier time of 8:00 given in the programme). 
 
On Thursday 15 August, Nigel Andrews is leading a 5 mile evening walk 
from the Dog at Old Sodbury. Please park in the adjacent turning off the 
A 432 and not in the pub car park. The walk starts at 7pm and uses 
stretches of the Cotswold Way together with other paths and lanes. We 
visit Little Sodbury and Horton as well as the remains of two forts. While 
the walk is not difficult, the shorter days in August mean that there will 
be a brisk pace. 
 
On 18 August, Nigel deBray is leading a Sunday afternoon circular walk 
of about 4.5 miles. The walk starts from the centre of Downend, which is 
easy to reach by bus, and heads down the Westerleigh Road and then on 
footpaths along the River Leap, along Church Lane across the Ring Road 
into Moorend.  From Moorend we follow the Frome Valley Walkway to 
Cleeve Road and back into Downend. 

Also on 18 August, Keith Budd is leading the B walk (Wyvern Weaver, 
13 miles). On this east to west traverse of the Wye valley, expect fields, 
woodlands and less-frequented footpaths as we criss-cross the River Wye, 
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visiting the Devils Pulpit and Tintern, and lunching at Brockweir en route. 
You should be prepared for a few ups and downs along the way, but will 
be rewarded with some excellent views for your efforts if the weather is 
kind. 
 
Maureen Johnson’s evening walk on 20 August is a stroll around Long 
Ashton with some ups and downs (5 miles). It will start at 6.30pm from 
the Community Centre/village halls complex located in a road opposite 
the Co-op and also 100 yds beyond, and from, bus stops. The Bird-in-
Hand, a Forage Inns freehouse with gourmet dinners, offers fancy food 
after you have built up an appetite on the walk.   There are other pubs in 
the village, though they would add a distance just short of a mile to the 
walk. 
 
Phil Selby’s Wednesday walk on 21 August visits Westbury Beacon in 
the Mendips (6 miles). We start with a steady climb, which 
flattens slightly as we near the Beacon, the highest point of the walk. We 
take a break and, if the visibility is good, will be able to enjoy the view of 
the levels beneath us. Hopefully, there should be many colourful wild 
flowers to admire. Descending back to the village by means of footpaths 
and quiet roads we will reach the village church where a plaque indicates 
that Rodney Stoke is one of the Thankful Villages which suffered no losses 
in the First World War. 
We end where we began: the pub which is noted for its good food and 
ales. 
  
On 25 August, Nigel Andrews is leading a 13 mile linear A walk along 
part of the South Glamorgan Heritage Coast, using a section of the 
new Welsh coast path. We meet at Llantwit Major and catch the bus to 
Ogmore-by-Sea. We then walk south-eastwards along the coast, leaving 
it only to visit the Plough and Harrow at Monknash for lunch. This stretch 
of coast is particularly interesting due to the cliff formations and the rock 
strata on the beaches, reminiscent of those across the Bristol Channel at 
Kilve. Having passed St Donat’s Castle we soon return to Llantwit Major 
by way of Cwm Col-huw. 
 
Clive Richardson’s B walk on 25 August starts near Haresfield Beacon 
(12 miles). It will include views from the Beacon and then over the 
Cotswolds towards Painswick (although not actually going into the 
village). Lunch is at Sheepscombe (the Butchers Arms), from where the 
route returns through the Painswich Valley and then west back to 
the start. 
 
Nigel deBray’s Wednesday walk on 28 August is a figure of 8 walk 
starting, finishing and lunching at the George and Dragon in Felton, 
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which is reachable by bus. The morning walk is about 6 miles to north 
and east of Felton by lanes and footpaths, passing two jubilee stones.  
The afternoon walk is about 4.5 miles round to the west again using 
mostly footpaths and passing through Winford.  
 
On 31 August, Phil Selby is leading a walk over Bathampton Down 
and along the Kennet and Avon canal (6 miles). Avoiding the tourist 
throng by starting at the rear of the Abbey, we walk through central Bath, 
reach and cross the Kennet and Avon canal and climb through the 
suburbs until we reach Sham Castle. Here we stop for a few minutes to 
gaze at the view, recover from the climb and partake of an early coffee. 
With care we then negotiate our way across the golf course to woods at 
the far side and the dramway once used to transport Bath stone down to 
the canal. If there has been recent rain it may be advisable to bring a 
walking pole as the stone of the dramway may be a little slippery in wet 
conditions. At the bottom we cross the busy A36 and continue until we 
once again reach the canal. Crossing by the swing bridge we follow the 
towpath back towards Bath. After several minutes we reach Bathampton 
where lunch will be taken either at the George Inn or picnicking whilst 
watching the waterfowl on the banks of the canal. Nearby is St Nicholas 
Church where its Australian chapel commemorates Arthur Philip, Captain 
of the First Fleet and first Governor of the penal colony at Sydney. 
Anyone in a hurry to conclude the walk can simply return by way of the 
canal to Bath. Otherwise the led walk will return to the Abbey by way of 
the attractive Sydney Gardens and Henrietta Park. 
  
Commercial corner  
 
Remember that most of Bristol’s outdoor gear retailers give discounts of 
about 10% on production of your Ramblers membership card. Cotswold 
Outdoor and Taunton Leisure give 15%. The next 20% discount 
evening at our local sponsor, Taunton Leisure, is on 19 September. 
 
You will be aware that HF Holidays are now the Ramblers ‘recommended 
walking holiday provider’. Among the benefits are donations to the 
Ramblers when members take HF holidays. 
 
If you book a holiday with Ramblers Holidays, this Group could receive 
a contribution (£10 for UK holidays, £20 for short haul, £30 for long 
haul). This has no impact on the price you pay, so please let them know 
you are a Bristol Ramblers member: see 
www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership. 
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