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  eBoot - July 2013 
 
   This month’s edition includes: 

 B walk coordinator 

 Coach trip, September 
 Website 

 European Green Capital 2015 

 Bristol Triangle Walk and South Circular Walk 
 Zoo parking on the Downs – your chance to comment 

 Events and notices 
 Forthcoming walks 

 Commercial corner 
 

B walks progamme still under threat! 

Having done the job with distinction for three years, the estimable 
Gwyneth Littlejohn is standing down as B walk coordinator. We therefore 

need a new coordinator who walks regularly with the B group.  For more 
detailed information about the role and past programmes of walks and 

walk leaders, contact Gwyneth on 0117 9312714. 
 

Coach trip 

Booking is now open for the second coach trip of 2013. It is to the south 
Devon coast (Sidmouth to Exmouth) on 8 September. The coach will 

leave the centre of Bristol at 8am and there will be A and B linear walks. 
In view of the success of the first trip (although the weather could have 

been kinder), the cost will be a bargain £13 for advanced bookings. 

Contact Carew Reynell (carew.reynell@gmail.com) to book your place.  

Help us improve the website! 
 
We are trying to adjust some of the settings on our new(ish) website to make it 
easier to use on smartphones and tablet computers. This has proved to be 
quite complicated because there are now so many different phones, tablets, 
browsers and screen sizes in use. We may not be able to provide an ideal 
solution for all, but we will do our best to make sure the site is at least usable 
for everyone. 
 
If you have a smartphone or tablet computer, could you kindly look at 
new.bristolramblers.org.uk and let us know how well it works for you? Please 
would you then email bristolramblers@gmail.com and tell us: 
 

http://new.bristolramblers.org.uk/
mailto:bristolramblers@gmail.com
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- what make and model of device you are using 
- the browser name and version (if you know them) 
- how well the site works on that device 
- what changes we should try to make 
 
You may find that the little 'cogwheel' and 'tablet' icons at the top on the right 
help you to adjust the appearance. 
 
We will do our best to fine-tune things to take account of your comments, but 
remember we are amateurs not web-professionals. 
 
Many thanks for your help with this. 
 
European Green Capital 2015 
 
Bristol has been chosen to be Europe’s Green Capital for 2015, and we have 
been thinking of ways to mark this. 
 
One suggestion is the development of a network of Bristol Greenways, 
linking parks and green spaces. This could be used to publicise walking 
opportunities and to encourage the City Council to make improvements. A 
‘starter for ten’ is being circulated with this newsletter. Please have a look at it 
and let us have your comments: what should be added or subtracted? 
 
Would you be willing to participate in a workshop, to work up the proposal? 
Please contact carew.reynell@gmail.com. 
 
A second suggestion is to encourage the Council to make more progress on 
the Walking Strategy that was published a couple of years ago. Specifically, 
we want your views about ‘walking blackspots’, such as junctions that are 
not pedestrian-friendly or blockages or environmentally blighted routes. 
 
Finally, it is probable that there will be another Bristol Walking Festival next 
year. We would welcome ideas about how we could contribute to the Festival. 
 
Please take a bit of time to have a think about these issues, and let us have 
your comments or thoughts. 
 
Bristol Triangle Walk and South Circular Walk 
 

Keith Budd and a small team of volunteers have recently comprehensively 
re-signed these routes. Many thanks to them for this. 

 
Zoo parking on the Downs: - your chance to comment 
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We have objected as a group to the current planning application by Bristol 

Zoo to continue parking on the Downs. You may like to add your own 
comments on the Council's web-site 

at http://planningonline.bristol.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=makeComment&keyVal=MJ

NMD2DN00J00. Alternatively, or as well, you may like to contact your 
ward councillor. There is more information and advice on points you 

might make at http://downsforpeople.blogspot.co.uk/. The application is 

scheduled to be considered by a Planning Committee at 2pm on Monday 
24 July at City Hall, when you would be able to make a statement if you 

wished. 

Notices and events 

 

A date for your diary is Wednesday 13 November, when the Group’s 
Annual General Meeting will take place. The external speaker will be the 

Ramblers’ national head of campaigns. 
 

The next Committee meeting is on 16 July. If there is anything that you 
think the Committee should be considering, please let Wendy Britton 

know. 
 

We have been advised of ‘a rather good mountaineering and outdoor 
pursuits film’. It's called the Craghoppers Best of Kendal World Film tour (bit of 
a mouthful) and it's showing in Bath on 7 July. Details are at: 
http://www.picturehouses.co.uk/cinema/The_Little/film/The_Cr 
aghoppers_Best_Of_Kendal_World_Film_Tour_2013/ 
 
Forthcoming walks 

 
The full programme of walks is on the website and in the published 

programme. Here is more information about some of them. 
 

Julie Boston’s evening walk on 2 July is a delightful walk (5 miles) from 
the Arnolfini on Narrow Quay, Bristol along the River Avon, then up 

through Burwalls woodland and into Ashton Court. The impressive Green 
Man stone carving deserves respect before walking through the estate 

and onto the new Festival Way cycle path to return along the river for a 

drink at an independent and ancient tavern. This walk demonstrates the 
improvements made by Bristol City Council to urban walking in the past 

20 years.    
 

Margaret Ruse is leading a B walk on Saturday 6 July. This linear 6-7 
mile walk uses a short stretch of the Monarch's Way and then part of the 

http://planningonline.bristol.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=makeComment&keyVal=MJNMD2DN00J00
http://planningonline.bristol.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=makeComment&keyVal=MJNMD2DN00J00
http://planningonline.bristol.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=makeComment&keyVal=MJNMD2DN00J00
http://downsforpeople.blogspot.co.uk/
http://www.picturehouses.co.uk/cinema/The_Little/film/The_Cr
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Gordano Round. It is a varied, peaceful and leafy walk, which offers 
wonderful views. It is moderately hilly in places, but nothing too 

challenging. There are no ‘watering points” on route: please bring 
adequate fluids. 

  
Taken at a gentle pace, we should arrive at Tyntesfield in time for lunch 

(in the cafe or take your own picnic). If you wish to visit the House or 
Gardens, please remember your NT card, if you have one. (Otherwise, 

check current admission charges on the website). If you hope to visit the 

House, you would be well advised to pre-book your timed entry for after 
2pm, as it can be busy at summer weekends. 

  
Your return journey can be timed to suit yourself. Return to central Bristol 

is by half-hourly bus 354 from opposite Battle Axes pub, Wraxall. Those 
who were born too late to hold a bus pass are advised to consider buying 

a day ticket covering the appropriate zones (1,2 and 3), especially if using 
a bus to get to the start of the walk as well as to return to Bristol. 

 
Keith Budd’s evening walk on 9 July (Hallen, 5 miles) is a varied 

excursion. It takes in old and new Henbury before heading over Skitham 
and down into Hallen village. A busy (and probably noisy) section then 

sees us walk alongside the M5, before we emerge into quiet fields and 
water meadows, and then ascend to the Riding School and Moorgrove 

Wood. We finish with an obligatory peek at Blaise Hamlet, then its back to 

the startpoint. 
 

Nigel deBray’s walk on 13 July (6 miles) is a variation on the walk from 
Siston Common which had to be diverted in February due to slippery mud 

on slopes and squelchy mud elsewhere. In summer conditions (hopefully), 
the walk will go from Siston Common to the Community Forest Path, 

follow a section of the path, and return to the start point.  It's a walk of 
two halves: across Rodway Common, past a colliery in the back pocket of 

Emersons Green and on to Brandy Bottom Colliery for a coffee stop.  Then 
up the hill past the Shortwood clay pit to follow lanes and 

footpaths across fields to Siston Hill, finishing with a short section of the 
Dramway Path. 

Keith Budd’s Gordano Fandango is the A walk on 14 July (15 miles). 
Not too far to go to start this walk. And it is perhaps more varied and 

interesting than might be envisaged. With pretty villages, woodlands, 
cliff-top walking beside the River Severn, a hill-fort, a classic country-pub 

for lunch, and a fair few ascents and descents thrown in for good measure 
- should be a pleasant day’s outing amidst typically rural North Somerset 

surroundings. 
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Also on 14 July, Wendy Britton is leading a B Hill Walk (12 miles) with 
great views and steady climbs in fine, open country. Starting from the 

glaciated valley of the Rhiangoll river, it ascends slowly but surely to the 
summit of Waun Fach, then drops gently to the dramatic ridge of Y Grib. 

Here an airy descent leads to the remains of the prehistoric Castell Dinas 
hill-fort. Depending on the weather, the shorter afternoon section will 

either skirt Mynydd Troed on its northern side before taking the level path 
under Mynydd Llangorse back to the starting point, or will follow the 

Rhiangoll river down through the valley. 

 
On 18 July, Carew Reynell is leading a mid-week A walk in the lovely 

Stroud valleys (15 miles). After leaving Port Brimscombe along the 
Stroudwater canal, the route follows a stretch of the Wysis Way to the 

Slad valley before returning via the Toadsmoor valley. Cotswold farmland 
and estates, wooded valleys, picturesque villages. 

 
On 28 July, Stephen and Patsy are leading a B Hill Walk in the Black 

Mountains (12 miles). There is a change to the start and end point so 
there will be no pub at the end, contrary to what it says in the 

programme. The walk starts in the beautiful Grwyne Fawr valley. It 
contours along one side of the valley with lovely views of the valley and 

Gaer Hill before dropping back down to the valley for the coffee stop. 
Then the main climb of the day, steep but perfectly manageable up to Pen 

y Gadar Fawr described as ‘a peak for connoisseurs’. We follow the ridge 

southwards with extensive views of Sugar Loaf and Blorenge before a 
final short climb to Crug Mawr (there is an alternative for those who 

wish). The walkthen descends through Myndd Du Forest to the cars. This 
is a lovely walk with some of the best views to be found in the Black 

Mountains. 
 

Chris and Jeannie’s A walk on 4 August starts at County Gates (Hills 
and Combes of Exmoor). The route descends to Brendon along the river 

East Lyn for a short way before climbing up to Countisbury. From the 
church, we descend to Watersmeet and back along the East Lyn to 

Rockford. A climb to the high moors leads to a decent down Lankcombe 
to Badgworthy Water, and past the Blackmoor memorial to Malmsmead. A 

short sharp ascent brings us back into the County Gate Car Park. A day of 
fine views and glorious Exmoor scenery at it's best - 15 miles and around 

3500 feet of ascent. 

 
Nigel Andrews’ 11 August Hill Walk (14 miles) starts from Llanfrynach 

and climbs Cefn y Bryn before heading for the more famous tops of the 
Beacons – Fan y Big, Cribyn and Pen y Fan. We descend Pen y Fan, very 

steeply at first, along the shoulder of Cefn Cwm Llwch before following 
the Bristol to Brecon route over Allt Ddu. The route then heads eastwards 
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at low level and there are plenty of opportunities to enjoy retrospective 
views of the hills. 

 
On 13 August, Paula Cannings will be leading an evening walk of about 

5.5 miles from Temple Meads Station.  This South Bristol Parks walk 
links six parks in Brislington, Knowle and Bedminster, taking in the banks 

of the River Avon.  We will learn about the history of the area, as we 
explore quiet residential suburbs.  There is one long, gradual climb and a 

flight of steps, but we will be taking our time, planning to be back at 

Temple Meads by about 9pm, when there will be an optional visit to the 
Knights Templar pub. You can call Paula on 07950271150 or just turn up 

in front of the station by 6.30pm. 
 

On 14 August Tony Parsons will be leading a mid week AB walk near 
Warminster.  More details in the next eBoot, but note that the time to 

meet at Clifton Down Water Tower is 8:30 (not 8:00 as in the 
programme). 

 
Commercial corner  

 
Remember that most of Bristol’s outdoor gear retailers give discounts of 

about 10% on production of your Ramblers membership card. The next 
20% discount evening at our sponsor, Taunton Leisure, is on 19 

September. 

 
Ellis Brigham on the Whiteladies Road have not hitherto given discounts. 

They will, until the end of August, give a 10% discount on presentation of 
the voucher circulated with this newsletter. They will then review their 

policy. 
 

You will be aware that HF Holidays are now the Ramblers ‘recommended 
walking holiday provider’. Among the benefits are donations to the 

Ramblers when members take HF holidays. 
 

Also note that if you book a holiday with Ramblers Holidays, this Group 
could receive a contribution (£10 for UK holidays, £20 for short haul, £30 

for long haul). We have registered with Ramblers Holidays, and the 
arrangement can apply to holidays that have already been booked, but 

have not yet taken place. See 

www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership. 
 

Note that this has no impact on the price you pay for the holiday. So if 
you book with Ramblers Holidays, please be sure to let them know that 

you are a Bristol Ramblers member. 
 

http://www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership

