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  eBoot - April 2013 
 
   This month’s edition includes: 

• Coach trips 

• Social events 

• Bristol Walking Festival 
• Committee business 

• Forthcoming walks 

• Events and notices 

• Commercial corner 

 
 

Coach trips 

 

As previously announced, there will be two coach trips this year, both 
offering A and B linear walks. The first trip is to the north Devon coast 

(Lynton to Combe Martin) on 12 May and the second is to the south 

Devon coast (Sidmouth to Exmouth) on 8 September. In both cases, the 

coach will leave the centre of Bristol at 8am, and the cost will be £17. 

Contact Carew Reynell (carew.reynell@gmail.com) to book your 

place. The trips are not limited to regular A and B walkers: all members 

would be very welcome. 

Social events 

The Bristol Ramblers ceilidh will take place at the Civil Service Sports 
Centre on Friday 12 April. This follows last year’s very successful event. 

It will start at 7.30 pm. The Sports Centre is on Filton Avenue, Horfield, 

BS7 0AT. Tickets are £8 per person. ‘American Supper’ - please bring a 

plate/dish of food to share. 
  

Send cheque and contact details to Karen O'Sullivan, 133 Filton 

Avenue, Horfield, Bristol, BS7 0AT. For any enquiries, contact Karen on 

0117 9498832 or karenosullivan123@hotmail.com. 
 

On 10 May, there will be the first ever Rambler’s Quiz Night, at the 

Nova Scotia pub in Hotwells on the Cumberland Basin. It should be a 

really fun evening, challenging, with a few rounds with a focus on hiking, 
mountains and adventure. There will be a raffle, and food is provided (but 

sadly no free beer).  The cost is £5 per head: tickets from Julian 

Carpenter (jcarps@live.co.uk).  Organise yourselves beforehand or on 

arrival into teams of four. Any profit will be donated to Longtown 

Mountain Rescue Team. 
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There are still places available on the six night half-board walking 

holiday, 15-21 September. This is based at the Metropole Hotel, 

Llandrindod Wells, Radnorshire, and has been arranged through Secret 

Hills Walking. There will be a choice of two walks each day. Cost £516 pp, 
single rooms (very limited) £60 extra. Contact Margaret Ruse without 

delay (Margaret.ruse@btinternet.com or 0117-9684140). 

Bristol Walking Festival 

The Bristol Walking Festival will take place 5-12 May. This has been 

organized in collaboration with the City Council’s Walk for Health team. 

There will be more than 50 walks showcasing some of Bristol’s best 
features. The programme is at www.bristolwalkingfestival.co.uk 

 

There will be a Walk Fair on Saturday, 11 May, 11am to 5pm, at The 

Pavilion, 12A Harbourside, Bristol BS1 5JE. This is described as ” a day of 
seeing, hearing, and feeling for yourself how walking can mean fun, 

fitness, friendship, finding out and feeling good. 

 

The ‘Walk Fair’ aims to celebrate Bristol, with its wonderful green spaces, 

wildlife, views, art, culture, buildings, and history. Overlooking the 
floating harbour, you can talk with lots of people, representing 

organisations which offer walks – all under one roof. 

A varied programme of walks will be offered on the day, including:- 

More than 20 local and national organisations with stalls, to answer 
questions on all their activities. 

A medicinal foraging walk by herbalist Max Drake. 

History walks by M Shed museum volunteer guides. 

Information on the best walking places and maps. 

Demonstrations of walking technique and kit.” 

If anyone is interested on helping out for an hour or so on the Ramblers 

stand on 11 May please get in touch with 

eileenbartlett65@gmail.com. 
 

Committee business 

 

The Committee met on 27 March. 

 
Recent instances of individuals becoming (nearly) detached from walks 

were discussed. As a reminder: 

• It is the walk leader’s responsibility to lead the walk in a way that 

keeps the party together; 
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• Leaders are encouraged to nominate a backmarker if there are 10 

or more in the group. The principal purpose of the backmarker is to 

be just that – to indicate to the leader that there is no one else 

behind; 
• All walkers are asked to do their share of backmarking. 

 

Weather conditions have, unfortunately, led to the cancellation of some 

walks. When this is necessary, the walk leader should: 

• Consider whether they wish to offer a different walk – this is 
optional; 

• Do their best to contact any individuals who had indicated that they 

intended to go directly to the start point for the walk; 

• Arrange for someone to be at Great George Street to explain to any 
individuals turning up there; 

• Contact Tony Kerr, Carew Reynell or Tony Parsons so that a 

message can be put onto the website. 

Where the weather looks threatening, walkers are advised to phone the 
walk leader or check the website. 

 

There is quite a lot happening on the planning and environment front. The 

Committee agreed to: 
• To object to the Zoo's application for planning permission to 

continue to park on part of the Downs, just received. Other 

amenity groups, including the Civic Society and the Friends of the 

Downs and Avon Gorge, are likely to object too. If a coalition of 

amenity groups were formed, we will join it; 
• Carefully monitor developments on BRT2 and other rapid transit 

routes; 

• Review progress on the City Council’s Walking Strategy; 

• Review the recent draft of the City Council’s Site Allocations 
document. This important document sets out the planning zoning of 

land in the city. Details can be found 

on http://www.bristol.gov.uk/siteallocations, and we would encourage 

members to look at the proposals for sites in their locality. 
 

Other items included: the planned re-signing of the South Bristol Circular 

Path; the distribution of our programme to sports centres and outdoor 

gear shops; the new website; and promoting the forthcoming social 

events. 
 

Forthcoming walks 

 

This month sees the start of Tuesday and Thursday evening walks, and 
the Wessex Wanderers Railway Walks season starts in May. Full details 

are in the Walks Programme. 
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Ann Light’s midweek B walk on 3 April starts at 10.00 at the Westbury-

on-Trym car park by the Health Centre. 11 miles of urban and rural 

North Bristol, going through Badocks Wood, Southmead, Filton, Elm Park, 
Lockleaze, Purdown, to St Werburghs (possible drinks stop at The Farm 

pub) and on to St Andrews, Bishopston, Golden Hill, Henleaze and back to 

Westbury-on-Trym. Bus users can reach the start by taking the No 1 at 

09.23 from the city centre (to Cribbs Causeway). 

 
Also on 3 April, Reg Lonergan will lead a walk over Crook Peak. This will 

be a country round walk, offering unrivalled views across Weston Bay to 

Wales and down across the Somerset levels to Glastonbury. It is about 5 

miles, with two fairly long uphill sections and one steep but short. On the 
whole, not to difficult. But it can be windy up on the top. 

 

On 14 April, Nigel Andrews will lead a Crickhowell Figure of Eight 

walk (A, 15 miles). This beautiful walk heads out to the south of 
Crickhowell before climbing to a terrace beneath Mynydd Llangatwg with 

stunning views. We then head north-west to Cwm Onnau before heading 

back to Crickhowell by way of the Bristol to Brecon Walk path – the other 

way round! En route we walk through Llangattock. After lunch the route 
climbs steeply to the summit of Table Mountain with, hopefully, 

panoramic views. We then descend to Llanbedr before following a 

beautiful stream to Llangenny. There’s one more steep climb to negotiate 

before we return to Crickhowell. 

 
Also on 14 April, Patsy Hudson and Stephen Draper will be leading a B 

walk in the Quantocks (12/13 miles). Starting at Kilve, we will climb up 

to Bicknoller Post, crossing the Quantocks before descending to West 

Quantoxhead and then contouring around to the lovely village of 
Bicknoller for lunch. In the afternoon, we climb back up to the tops 

passing two hillforts on the way and return via The Coleridge Way to 

Kilve. Good weather permitting, there are extensive views throughout the 

day of Exmoor, Bristol Channel, the Welsh coast and Bridgewater Bay. A 
walk to blow cobwebs away. 

 

And as a third option on 14 April, Nigel de Bray is leading a Sunday 

afternoon walk (3.5 miles).  This is a short walk starting near the centre 

of Westbury-on-Trym and going through some of the older bits before 
heading out to Badocks Wood and the oldest remaining structure 

thereabouts.  Then back by byways and footpaths before following the 

Trym for a short distance and a suburban section to return to the start 

point. 
 

Keith Budd is leading a mid-week A walk on 17 April (Wyvern Weaver, 



 5 

13 miles): 'A delightful walk thru' quiet countryside, woodlands and hills 

bordering the Wye valley. It takes in the 'Devils Pulpit' en route, criss-

crossing the River Wye and gaining and losing height regularly as the day 

progresses. An excursion that visits several little-known hamlets and 
intricately explores some less-frequented paths!' 

 

Also on 17 April, Phil Selby is leading a circular walk from Farrington 

Gurney (6 miles). The route offers some splendid views and goes 

through varied countryside including the length of the Litton reservoir. 
Here, at the final dam, we will take our coffee. Our pub drink/lunch will be 

at the Ring o’ Bells at Hinton Blewitt which interestingly provides a 

walkers' menu: http://www.ringobellshinton.butcombe.com/menus.shtml  

Having fully satisfied the inner man/woman, we will conclude the walk 
which is mercifully mostly downhill. For the last half mile or so we will be 

back on the same lane which we covered in the beginning, so those in a 

hurry to finish can leave the leader plodding behind them. 

 
Nigel Andrews leads the A walk on 21 April (Gloucestershire Bottoms, 

15 miles). The walk starts from Wotton-under-Edge and climbs Wotton 

Hill before traversing the Strip Lynchets. We descend to the valley to 

inevitably climb the other side before another downhill section to 
Ozleworth Bottom. The route now follows the valley as far as Newington 

Bagpath where we are but a short distance from Kingscote and lunch. 

Suitably refreshed, we head for our next Bottom and walk through the 

Ozleworth estate. A short climb follows before our last descent of the day 

into Tyley Bottom. We then follow the valley all the way back to Wotton 
(please note that this replaces the walk originally included in the 

programme). 

 

On 23 April, Peter Gould will lead the traditional short, urban off road 
expedition that inaugurates the evening walks season (4 miles). As a 

rule, few people turn up because most have got out of the habit of 

evening strolls: here is your chance to regain the habit. The 

recent improvement to the evening service means there is a more 
convenient train back from Temple Meads so that we can 

socialise without gulping or dallying. 

 

On 24 April, Maureen Johnson’s Canals and Viaducts walk (7 miles) 

starts at the church in Green Lane, off the main road in Hinton 
Charterhouse. It passes the remains of the Carthusian Priory that gave a 

name to the place in 1232. Views across Midford to its castle; of a 

pyramidal roofed malting house; conjouring up 19th century mining and 

transporting of coal along canals and viaducts on the edge of 
the Somerset coalfield.  On up to Coombe Hay with rolling countryside, 

through Twinhoe and a drop down towards coppiced woodland.  We follow 



 6 

a stream along a path for a mile and a half to climb back up towards the 

start, and the Rose & Crown (or choice of two others) before returning to 

our transport.   

 
On 28 April, Tony Parsons is leading a B walk at 

Usk (14 miles). The route is similar to one he led 

on a midweek walk last year.  Usk was previously 

a sleepy backwater but since its inclusion as a 

night stop on the Bristol to Brecon Walk the town 
is enjoying a boom time. Our route takes in Park 

Wood where, if we are lucky, we will see wild boar 

and a section of the Usk Valley walk. There are some good view points 

over the Usk valley and over Llandegfedd reservoir. 
 

On 1 May, Margaret Ruse is leading a 6 to 7 mile linear walk along the 

Wye Valley Walk from Chepstow to Tintern, returning from Tintern to 

Chepstow by local bus (for which there may be a charge even for bus 
pass holders as some bus drivers count us as travelling in Wales!). We 

should find a lovely display of spring flowers in the woods along our route, 

as well as some beautiful views. 

Please note the bus times and route as per the programme.  
 

On 5 May, Sarah Shorter is leading a country walk around 3 villages, 

following the river Chew and exploring woods and fields (10 miles). The 

pace of the walk will be steady rather than fast, including both ordinary 

and deer stiles. It begins and ends in Keynsham.  
 

Peter Gould’s walk on 6 May is a short afternoon May Frolic in the 

woods,  without safety assessment or elf audit. Come trip it featly at your 

own risk and pet the crocodile. 

The Wessex Wanderers Railway walk season starts on Saturday 18 May, 
when Ann Light and Peter Gould will lead a leisurely six mile walk which 

will include a guided tour of Arnos Vale Cemetery (lasting about one and 

a half hours and entitled "The makers of Bristol"). Meet outside Bristol 

Temple Meads train station at 09.05. 
  

It is suggested that you bring a packed lunch and this can be taken in the 

grounds of the cemetery, or you may wish to use the cafe in the grounds 

of the cemetery or to depart after the tour has taken place. 
  

The tour has been booked for 11 am and the booking with numbers must 

be confirmed by Friday 19 April. Book your place by ringing Ann Light on 

(0117) 979 8628. 
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Events and notices 

 

The Bristol Ramblers stand will be out and about – at the Redland May 
Fair (afternoon of 6 May), the Walk Fair (11 May) and the Festival of 

Nature (15/16 June). If you could spare some time to help, please 

contact carew.reynell@gmail.com. 

 

The Bristol Tree Forum has arranged a talk called “Do the utilities still 
hate trees?” by Nol Vincent and Patric Bulmer of Bristol Water plc. It 

starts at 18.00 hrs. in City Hall on 8 April. Please register with 

clive.stevens@euronova.co.uk if you intend to be there. At about 19.15, 

those who wish to stay on can join in a discussion around the Mayor’s 
vision of doubling Bristol’s tree canopy. The evening will finish by 20.00 

hrs. 

 

Many of you will remember the talk given by speakers from the Longtown 
Mountain Rescue Team at our AGM. Their Black Mountain Challenge 

walk takes place on 18 May. You can book a place via their website. An 

excellent route and a good cause. 

 
The Mendip Ramblers Free Walking Festival will take place over 

August Bank Holiday. There will be three day walks and one half-day walk 

on offer each day, 24-26 August. You can obtain more details from 

clive@mendipramblers.co.uk. 

 
The Mendip Society will also be holding a walking festival, 27-30 

September. Details will be available on www.mendipsociety.org.uk. 

 

Commercial corner  
 

Stanfords currently have a ‘3 for the price of 2’ offer for many guides 

and maps. 

 
You will be aware that HF Holidays are now the Ramblers ‘recommended 

walking holiday provider’. Among the benefits are donations to the 

Ramblers when members take HF holidays. 

 

Also note that if you book a holiday with Ramblers Holidays, this Group 
could receive a contribution (£10 for UK holidays, £20 for short haul, £30 

for long haul). We have registered with Ramblers Holidays, and the 

arrangement can apply to 2012 holidays that have already been booked, 

but have not yet taken place. See 
www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership. 
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Note that this has no impact on the price you pay for the holiday. So if 

you book with Ramblers Holidays, please be sure to let them know that 

you are a Bristol Ramblers member. 

 
Remember that most of Bristol’s outdoor gear retailers give discounts of 

about 10% on production of your Ramblers membership card. 

Kathmandu have recently advised us that they will give a discount of 

30% on their full price branded goods to Summit Club members (free to 

Ramblers members). This will be reviewed shortly, so if you have 
something in mind, now might be the time to go for it. 

 

Cotswold Outdoor is the Ramblers national sponsor, and their discount 

is 15%. Taunton Leisure sponsor this local Group, and also offer 15% 
discounts, rising to 20% at their regular special events, the next of which 

will be on 20 June. 

 

 
 

 

 

 


