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  eBoot - March 2013 
 
   This month’s edition includes: 

• Coach trips 
• Social events 
• Bristol Walking Festival 
• Bristol’s Big Green Week 
• Bristol Zoo: parking on the Downs 

• New website 
• Ramblers Routes 
• Forthcoming walks 
• Events and notices 
• Commercial corner 
 

 
Coach trips 
 
There will be two coach trips this year, both offering A and B linear 
walks. The first trip is to the north Devon coast (Lynton to Combe Martin) 
on 12 May and the second is to the south Devon coast (Sidmouth to 
Exmouth) on 8 September. In both cases, the coach will leave the centre 
of Bristol at 8am, and the cost will be £17. 

Contact any committee member to book your place. The trips are 
not limited to regular A and B walkers: all members would be very 
welcome. 

Social events 

A Bristol Ramblers ceilidh will take place at the Civil Service Sports 
Centre on Friday 12 April. This follows last year’s very successful event. It 
will start at 7.30 pm. The Sports Centre is on Filton Avenue, Horfield, BS7 
0AT. Tickets are £8 per person. ‘American Supper’ - please bring a 
plate/dish of food to share. 
  
Send cheque and contact details to Karen O'Sullivan, 133 Filton 
Avenue, Horfield, Bristol, BS7 0AT. For any enquiries, contact Karen on 
0117 9498832 or karenosullivan123@hotmail.com. 
 
On 10 May, there will be the first ever Rambler’s Quiz Night, at the 
Nova Scotia pub in Hotwells on the Cumberland Basin.  This is being 
organised by the informal Social Committee, Karen, Julian and Christine.  
It should be a really fun evening, challenging, with a few rounds with a 
focus on hiking, mountains and adventure.  There will be a raffle, and 
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food is provided, but sadly no free beer.  The cost is £5 per head: tickets 
from Julian Carpenter or any member of the committee.  Organise 
yourselves beforehand or on arrival into teams of four. Any profit will be 
donated to Longtown Mountain Rescue Team. 

Bristol Walking Festival 

Over 45 walks have been submitted for the Bristol Walking Festival - five 
from Bristol Ramblers. Thanks go to Julie, Boston, Roger Griffiths, Sarah 
Shorter, Margaret Ruse and Carew Reynell. Because of such a positive 
response, an extra day - Sunday 12 May - has been added to the festival. 
 
Work is now being done in designing the programme to include the walks 
and other relevant information.  The plan is to have the finished 
document for distribution around Bristol by the end of March. 
If anyone is interested on helping out for an hour or so on the Ramblers 
stand at the Pavilions, Harbourside on Saturday 11 May please get in 
touch with eileenbartlett65@gmail.com. 
 
Bristol’s Big Green Week 
 
Bristol's Big Green Week runs from 15-23 June, and Mayor Ferguson's 
Keep Sunday Special project will be launched on the 23rd. The organisers 
would like some urban walks to include in their programme for the week. 
If you would be willing to lead one, please contact 
carew.reynell@gmail.com or tonyparsons3@hotmail.co.uk. 
 
Linked to the Big Green Week, the Bristol Natural History Consortium is 
running a project called Bristol99 (named for the 99 Sites of Nature 
Conservation Interest in Bristol). They have offered to provide a naturalist 
if we can provide a suitable walk in the first half of June. If you would be 
willing to lead a naturalist-accompanied walk, please let Carew or Tony 
know, as above. 
 
Bristol Zoo: parking on the Downs 
 
Bristol Zoo will shortly submit another  planning application to continue to use 
part of the Downs as a car park. At an informal discussion with interested 
organisations, planning officers and councillors, the Zoo was asked to provide 
more detailed financial and other information. 
 
The Zoo faced some fierce questioning at the meeting. Like us, the Civic 
Society, the Clifton and Hotwells Improvement Society, and the Green Party 
will not be taking a formal position until they have seen and analysed the 
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application. But all these organisations objected in the past and seem likely 
to do so again. FODAG (the Friends of the Downs and Avon 
Gorge) has already taken a position. Three years ago, when the Zoo last 
applied for permission, FODAG was a new organisation that did not object to 
a further three years' parking.  It has since monitored the site very carefully 
and thought hard about its use. FODAG has decided that it cannot support 
another permission.  
 
Because members of our Group have expressed a range of views in the past 
about the Zoo's use of the Downs, the Committee had a preliminary 
discussion at its last meeting. We thought we were likely to continue to 
object to the Zoo blocking popular walking routes with parked cars. In view of 
the strong opposition building among other organisations, we would probably 
not need to campaign as actively as before.  But we would wait to see exactly 
what emerged, and consult members as appropriate.  
 
In the meantime, Susan Carter has been keeping in touch with other 
organisations. The Green Party is undertaking surveys of Downs users. 
They may need some help.  Please contact Susan ( susan.carter 
@blueyonder.co.uk)  if you would be willing to help. 
 
New website 
 
The Group’s new website is now up and running at 
www.bristolramblers.org.uk. We will be reviewing it on 8 March. Let us 
know what you think, or if you encounter any technical glitches – the site 
has been tested with some, but not all, browsers. We know that 
navigation is difficult on some tablets and mobiles, and are hoping to be 
able to upgrade it soon to overcome this problem. 
 
The new site has a number of advantages: 

• It can be updated and added to by people without any technical 
expertise; 

• It is hosted free of charge by the national Ramblers; 
• It is based on a framework now used by about 70 other Ramblers 

groups, which can share information and ideas. 
 
Many thanks to Tony Parsons and Peter Gould who kept the old site going 
for so long, and to Tony Kerr who has led the way on the development of 
the new site. 
 
Ramblers Routes 
 
You will probably have seen some information about Ramblers Routes, 



 4 

the new database of routes that has been developed by the Ramblers. 
You can access Ramblers Routes by clicking on Find A Route at 
www.ramblers.org.uk/go-walking.aspx.  
 
A number of Bristol Ramblers have contributed short Get Walking Keep 
Walking routes, and our first longer routes are now going on to the 
database. The South Bristol Circular Walk is being added, and Tony Kerr’s 
Cold Kitchen Hill walk is on the database. The system is not difficult to 
use, and we hope that other members will add walks (ideally 
namechecking Bristol Ramblers), helping to make Ramblers Routes a 
valuable resource for the national walking community. 
 
Forthcoming walks 
  
John Wrigley will be leading the A walk on Sunday 3 March. The walk 
starts from the Cotswold village of Cranham (quite a small car park). 

We’ll walk in an anticlockwise direction to the south and 
east eventually reaching Miserden before returning to 
Cranham. The route takes in many beautiful views and 
crosses several steep valleys. This walk is very much at 
the top end of the A walk scale, at over 15 miles and 
almost 3000ft of ascent. 

 
Jill Hathaway’s Chew Magna C walk on the 3 March is perfect for those 
who do not like stiles - there are only two stone stiles on the whole of the 
walk, and one conventional one which you can walk around! The walk 
starts at the Chew Valley Lake picnic site (free car parking until the end of 
March) and we will walk five miles to Chew Magna (lunch stop at the 
"Bear and Swan").  Three miles to walk in the afternoon, with the 
possibility of optional tea and cake at the end, depending on what time 
the walk finishes. 
 
There might have to be a last minute change owing to flooding, so it may 
be wise to ring Jill beforehand to check. 
 
On 6 March, Maggie Wilcox will be leading a walk around Easter 
Compton. She writes: ‘See a little of this attractive area of South 
Gloucestershire, including some of the Community Forest Path, Easter 
Compton Church and, hopefully, good views of the Severn Estuary from 
Spaniorum Hill’. 
 
 
On 7 March, Carew Reynell will be leading a 
mid-week A walk that will visit three of the lovely 
Stroud valleys (Golden, Slad and Toadsmoor). 
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Expect industrial and rural stretchs of the Stroudwater Navigation, a bit of 
the Wysis Way, and a lunch stop in Laurie Lee country. 
 
On 10 March, Tony Kerr is leading an A walk which promises open skies 
and wide views (weather permitting) among rolling chalk downs in the 
Cranborne Chase and West Wiltshire AONB. Starting in the pretty town of 
Mere, the route climbs the ridges to the north and descends to cross the 
Wylye valley before rising again to follow the racehorse gallops on Cold 
Kitchen Hill. Lunch in Maiden Bradley can be taken at the excellent 
Somerset Arms, after which the route home goes over Long Knoll and 
finishes on the historic Castle Hill. Despite only moderate ascent, the 16-
mile route could be quite taxing if the winter mud is still around.  
 
Please note: Tony has written the route up for the new Ramblers Routes 
collection, and would be very grateful to anyone who would be happy to 
check his description on the day. Please contact him at tk@tonykerr.net if 
you would be prepared to help. 
 
Also on 10 March, Susan Carter will be leading a 'figure-of-eight' B walk 

around Hawkesbury Upton, taking in parts of the Cotswold 
Way and with a mix of ridge, valley, wood, and minor road 
walking.  Because the walk will start from Hawkesbury Upton 
and return there at lunch-time, it would be possible for people 
to do only half the walk if they wished (and had their own 
transport). 

 
Nigel Andrews will lead the A walk on 17 March. ‘We celebrate spring in 
the Wye Valley with an undulating 15 mile walk from Brockweir. Initially 
we follow the Offa's Dyke Path before heading up to St Briavels. We then 
continue northwards to eventually renew acquaintance with the Mercian 
King's path and the descent to Redbrook and lunch. We remain to the 
west of the Wye and pass through Whitebrook before linking up with the 
Wye Valley Walk. The conclusion of the walk has two 
options depending on the weather and the height of the 
river. We can either descend to Bigsweir Bridge and 
follow the Wye back to Brockweir or, if the wet 
underfoot conditions have not improved, we shall stay 
on the Wye Valley Walk most of the way back to the 
cars.’ 
  
Janet Wood’s A walk on 24 March will include the highest parts of the 
Malverns with views to the East & West [weather permitting]. In 
addition, there will be some walking at a lower level with some less 
familiar paths.  Pub lunch. 
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Also on 24 March, Beverley Bleasdale leads a B walk, starting from The 
Chipping car park in Wotton–under –Edge  (they are about to reduce the 
number of long stay parking places but hopefully parking should be ok). 7 
miles in the morning, then lunch at The Fleece Inn in Hillersley and 4.5 
miles in the afternoon. 
 
Martin Summerell leads a B walk on 31 March. ‘Easter Sunday will see us 
head east and in less than an hour we will be at the National Trust 
Whitehorse Hill Car Park. A short ascent will see us atop Whitehorse hill 
(the highest point in Wiltshire) with extensive views over the Vale of the 
White Horse. We then cross the Ridgeway to join the Lambourn Valley 
Way. High up on the Wiltshire/Berkshire 
chalk downlands, peppered with Bronze Age 
barrows, we follow the Lambourn Valley Way 
and the immaculately tended gallops (courses 
for horses) under the big open sky 
across Lambourn Downs.  The Berkshire 
village of Upper Lambourn is our pub lunch 
stop. The afternoon brings chalk streams, 
thatched cottages, and the stately piles of those associated with top end 
horse racing, before we take in a short section of the Ridgeway. Ice-
cream van at end of walk!’ 
 
Ann Light’s midweek B walk on 3 April starts at 10.00 at the Westbury-
on-Trym car park by the Health Centre. 11 miles of urban and rural 
North Bristol, going through Badocks Wood, Southmead, Filton, Elm Park, 
Lockleaze, Purdown, to St Werburghs (possible drinks stop at The Farm 
pub) and on to St Andrews, Bishopston, Golden Hill, Henleaze and back to 
Westbury-on-Trym. Bus users can reach the start by taking the No 1 at 
09.23 from the city centre (to Cribbs Causeway). 
 
Programme alteration: Christine Bowen’s walk on 21 April has been 
replaced by one led by Nigel Andrews: Gloucestershire Bottoms, 15 miles, 
Exp 167 & 168.   
 
Events and notices 
 
Glyn Duggan, the Civic Society’s representative on the Public Rights of 
Way Liaison Group, is giving a slide show at 7.30 pm on 13 March at the 
Broadmead Baptist church: ‘Curious things, near and far’ (£4). 
 
Walk leader training is on offer in the spring. Designing a route and 
leading a walk can be very satisfying. Interested but not sure how to 
start? Or would you just like a bit of a refresher on use of map and 
compass? Email carew.reynell@gmail.com to book a place on one or more 
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of the following: 
 

• evening of 30 April: navigation and use of map and compass (John 
Wrigley) and planning and leading a walk (Stephen Draper) 

• afternoon of 4 May: Blaise Estate orienteering course to practice 
navigation 

• 18 May: practice leading a walk, in pairs. 
 
Many of you will remember the talk given by speakers from the Longtown 
Mountain Rescue Team at our AGM. Their Black Mountain Challenge 
walk takes place on 18 May. You can book a place via their website. An 
excellent route and a good cause. 
 
The Mendip Ramblers Free Walking Festival will take place over 
August Bank Holiday. There will be three day walks and one half-day walk 
on offer each day, 24-26 August. You can obtain more details from 
clive@mendipramblers.co.uk. 
 
This year’s Marie Curie Cancer Care Walk Ten event is taking place on 
the Badminton Estate in South Gloucestershire. Walk Ten is a 10K 
sponsored twilight walk, starting at 7pm and finishing as the sun sets and 
the stars light up the night. The walk will take you through 10 km of deer 
park and woodland on the prestigious Badminton Estate, not normally 
open to members of the public. After the walk there is a twilight picnic as 
their house band and entertainment play on, culminating in a spectacular 
fireworks display at 10pm. The event will be taking place on Saturday 31 
August, and registration is £10. You can find more details on 
www.mariecurie.org.uk/walkten. 

Commercial corner  
 
You will be aware that HF Holidays are now the Ramblers ‘recommended 
walking holiday provider’. Among the benefits are donations to the 
Ramblers when members take HF holidays. 
 
Also note that if you book a holiday with Ramblers Holidays, this Group 
could receive a contribution (£10 for UK holidays, £20 for short haul, £30 
for long haul). We have registered with Ramblers Holidays, and the 
arrangement can apply to 2012 holidays that have already been booked, 
but have not yet taken place. See 
www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership. 
 
Note that this has no impact on the price you pay for the holiday. So if 
you book with Ramblers Holidays, please be sure to let them know that 
you are a Bristol Ramblers member. 
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Remember that most of Bristol’s outdoor gear retailers give discounts of 
about 10% on production of your Ramblers membership card. 
Kathmandu have just advised us that they will give a discount of 30% 
on their full price branded goods to Summit Club members (free to 
Ramblers members). This will be reviewed in April, so if you have 
something in mind, now might be the time to go for it. 
 
Cotswold Outdoor is the Ramblers national sponsor, and their discount 
is 15%. Taunton Leisure sponsor this local Group, and also offer 15% 
discounts, rising to 20% at their regular special events, the next of which 
will be on 14 March. 
 

 
 
 
 
 


