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  eBoot - January 2013 
 
   This month’s edition includes: 

 Forthcoming walks 

 Events and notices 
 Bristol Walking Festival 

 National news 

 Commercial corner 
 Happy New Year 

 
Forthcoming walks 

 
Julian Butter will lead the traditional New Year’s Day 

walk up and around Crook Peak. 
 

Bela Kantor leads a B walk on 6 January (Hinton Revisited). ‘A return 
to The Bull at Hinton on the first Sunday walk of 2013 and what we hope 

will be a crisp winter's day. We start of at Pomphrey Hill Playing Fields Car 
Park (just off the Ring Road) and then we skirt Pucklechurch on the 

north-side.  After going over and under the M4, we reach Hinton in time 
for a lunch stop.  We return via Pucklechurch's south-side and Syston 

Court to the Car Park.’ 

 
Also on 6 January, Carew Reynell is leading an A walk. The walk is made 

up of spare bits of the Two Rivers Way, the (North Somerset) Three Peaks 
Way, the Forest of Avon Path, the South Circular Walk, and various 

others. Starting from Chew Magna, the walk follows the river eastwards 
before ascending to Maes Knoll and following the Dundry Ridge with 

extensive views of Bristol to the north and Chew Valley to the south. 
Among the sights are the standing stones of Stanton Drew and the 

unexpected Norton Malreward airfield! 
 

On 13 January, Martin Summerell is leading a B Hill Walk in the Mendips. 
Starting at Cheddar Reservoir, the walk proceeds to the village of 

Axbridge for the first ascent, with spectacular vistas, two Nature 
Reserves, and not often seen views of two of the Mendips’ largest 

limestone quarries, before descending to the outskirts of Cheddar for the 

lunch stop. The route in the afternoon is, in the main, the Cheddar Gorge 
Walk with two further ascents, finally descending Jacobs Ladder and 

walking through Cheddar Village to return to the Reservoir Car Park.  
 

Anyone is most welcome to leave the walk at our lunch stop (6.5 miles) and, 
should we encounter inclement weather, there are options for cutting short 
both moring and afternoon sections.  The route is largely based on a walk led 
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by Chris Sanders some years back - many thanks, Chris.  
 

Also on 13 January, Nigel deBray’s Willsbridge triangular walk starts 
from the Lock Keeper pub near Keynsham station, through the Willsbridge 

Mill nature reserve.  It then follows the Bristol to Bath Railway path past 
Bitton station and eventually turns off and heads past Avonside Wharf 

back to Keynsham.  The length is just over 4 miles. While the intent is 

that the walk should be firm underfoot, if we have more rain the sections 
alongside the river may be muddy.  Car parking at the Lock Keeper may 

be limited, but some is usually available near the BMX track on the other 
end of the bridge over the Avon and on the opposite side of the A4175. 

Keith Budd’s mid-week A walk on 16 January (Valley 

Link) is ‘essentially a countryside ramble with lots of 
villages and hamlets and a fair few hills thrown in for good 

measure. Views aplenty if the weather is kind. We'll be 
walking sections of the Cotswold Way, Limestone Link and 

the Golden Valley Walk along the way, passing by Dyrham 
Park, Monkswood reservoir and the industrial remains of Wick Rocks 

quarry. We will also take in several less-frequented paths thereabouts, 
which may well serve to fill in some blanks in your knowledge of this area. 

It'll be quite a long, busy day, so be prepared for a decent pace.’ 
  

On 20 January, Paula Canning will be leading a shorter B/C walk in the 
Cotswolds.  Starting from the lovely village of Miserden, the walk 

meanders though woods, visiting historic hamlets and 
churches.  The village pub offers a warm welcome at the 

end of this 8 mile walk. If bad weather makes the journey 

to the Cotswolds inadvisable, there will be an alternative, 
more local walk.  

 
Nigel Andrews’ Beneath Blorenge A/B walk on 20 January starts just 

outside Abergavenny. It is very undulating in the morning but much 
easier after lunch. There is an initial steep climb through woodland above 

Llanfoist to reach the open slopes of Blorenge. We contour round the 
northern and eastern side of the hill on a beautiful path, passing the 

Punchbowl. Crossing a minor road we descend to White House Farm 
before following a complex and attractive route with the 

high ground on our right. The morning's final climb 
takes us to lunch and the ever-popular Goose and 

Cuckoo for a drink. Suitably refreshed we head downhill 
to the canal before enjoying some woodland walking. A 

final stretch of canal towparth leads us nearly all the way to the start 

point. 
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The Avon Area walk on 23 January is led by Phil Selby and starts at 
Ford, in Wiltshire. ‘The proprietors of the White Hart appear to be well 

disposed towards ramblers, judging by the sign in the car park welcoming 
walkers and picnickers. We start the walk here in the car park which can 

be found by taking the A420 to Ford, turning right on the Colerne road, 
immediately left and crossing the bridge over the trout stream to the car 

park on the right. The White Hart is an old coaching inn and much of this 
walk offers landscapes and buildings little changed in the last two 

centuries, providing two to three hours quiet and peaceful walking 

through pasture and woodland. Apart from a steady climb out of the 
village at the beginning of the walk, the majority of the walk is level or 

downhill. I live in the Knowle/Whitchurch area and may be able to give a 
lift to any non-drivers. I will be traveling along the Bath Road and the 

Ring Road to reach the A420.’   
 

On 26 January, Nigel deBray leads a circular walk from the outskirts of 
Pucklechurch to Westerleigh. This is a variant of the Wednesday walk he 

led at the end of October. It is a little longer than normal Saturday walks 
at just over 6 miles.  The route heads west to Lydegreen Farm, north to 

Boxhedge Farm, east to Westerleigh and then past Leigh Farm to the 
start point.  Conditions underfoot should be reasonable (depending on 

how much rain we get), but there will be muddy stretches and a couple of 
difficult stiles.  Note that the pub at the start point is NOT the one by the 

cricket pitch in Pucklechurch (which is The Star). 

Dates for your diary: there will be two coach trips this year, one to the 
north Devon coast on 12 May and one to the south Devon coast on 8 

September. 

Bristol Walking Festival 

Bristol Ramblers and Walk for Health Bristol have teamed up to deliver an 
exciting week-long event from Sunday 5 May to Saturday 11 May to 

showcase walking and walking organisations across Bristol. It’s going to 
be the first ever dedicated ‘Walking Festival’. A number of local 

organisations will be participating and contributing to a comprehensive 
walks programme. The festival will culminate on Saturday at a waterside 

venue, The Pavilions, overlooking the Floating Harbour. There will 
be stalls and displays highlighting walks, activities etc. The walks 

programme and advertising for the event will follow. Please support the 
event. If you would like any further information contact Eileen Bartlett. 

 

Events and notices 
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In the current muddy conditions, please be extra-careful to show 
consideration in pubs at lunch stops: remove muddy boots, or cover them 

with plastic bags.  
 

Christmas Drinks Social Evening (14 December): Thank you to 
everyone who came along and supported this.  It was an enjoyable 

evening. Sincere apologies to those who did turn up but were unable to 
find us in ‘The Pitcher and Piano’. It was busy, so we had to hunt for 

space and having found seats upstairs on the top floor, we stayed put. 

Due to the noise and crowds we were unable to hear our mobiles when 
some people were asking us where we were.  So again, very sorry. 

 
We will organize more social events throughout 2013, and we will give 

more thought and planning to a suitable social/Christmas venue for next 
year.  

 
Keith Budd led a small group to join the Friends of Badock’s Wood for 

some clearance work on 8 December. The work was overseen by a very 
knowledgeable lady from the Avon Wildlife Trust, which is helping the 

Friends with their management of this valuable bit of urban woodland. 
 

Thanks for Peter Gould for having taken on the task of managing the 
website for the past 18 months. And to Tony Parsons, who has now 

stepped into the role. So for the time being, Tony is the man to contact 

with items for or queries about the website. 
 

But we are working on a new website, to be hosted by the national 
Ramblers. This site should mean that less technical expertise is required 

to load or amend material. Let us know if you would like to be involved. 
 

National news 
 

You may have seen reports of recent guidance from the National Institute 
for Clinical Excellence. This indicates that two thirds of adults are not 

physically active enough. NICE call for walking and cycling to become the 
norm for short journeys, and for local authorities, schools and workplaces 

to introduce ways for their communities to be more physically active and 
change their behaviours. 

 

The national Ramblers have now launched their new website 
(www.ramblers.org.uk). This includes access to the library of Ramblers 

Routes. The Ramblers have also produced the following summary of 
current campaign activity. 

  



 5 

National Trails: We produced our vision for National Trails 
following government plans to stop managing the 13 trails in 

England. The government also intends to stop promoting them 
and has asked interested companies and organisations to enter a 

bidding process. Concerned that a company with no appreciation 
of the heritage, intrinsic value, or uniqueness of the trails could 

win this tender, we have submitted a proposal. We believe we are 
best placed to attract walkers young and old to our fantastic 

National Trails and we hope you agree! We will keep you 

updated.     
 

Bodicote Mill: We recently went to the High Court to challenge a 
decision to divert a picturesque path at Bodicote Mill. We would 

like to see factors such as the heritage value of a path to be taken 
into account when diversions are considered. Unfortunately we 

lost the case but we were pleased that the judge clarified the law 
in a way which will protect paths from unsuitable diversion in the 

future. The Winter edition of Walk Magazine (out now) has a 
special feature on path diversions and heritage value.     

 
The Growth and Infrastructure Bill is currently being considered in 

the House of Commons. The Bill, as it stands, will have serious 
implications for planning law and the public’s ability to claim town 

and village greens in England. It could have the unintended result 

of negating the effect of certain case-law which safeguards public 
footpaths from undesirable extinguishment or diversion. Over the 

coming months we will continue to work with like-minded 
organisations, including CPRE, Council for National Parks and the 

Open Spaces Society to seek amendments to the Bill.           
 

Commercial corner  
 

You will be aware that HF Holidays are now the Ramblers ‘recommended 
walking holiday provider’. Among the benefits are donations to the 

Ramblers when members take HF holidays. 
 

Also note that if you book a holiday with Ramblers Holidays, this Group 
could receive a contribution (£10 for UK holidays, £20 for short haul, £30 

for long haul). We have registered with Ramblers Holidays, and the 

arrangement can apply to 2012 holidays that have already been booked, 
but have not yet taken place. See 

www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership. 
 

Note that this has no impact on the price you pay for the holiday. So if 
you book with Ramblers Holidays, please be sure to let them know that 

http://mailing.ramblers.org.uk/rp/143/process.clsp?t=23CD02F2A25CEB46E65EDDA2727BDB55D
http://mailing.ramblers.org.uk/rp/143/process.clsp?t=282D7958E31872489A9F10EA2E920410F
http://www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership
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you are a Bristol Ramblers member. 
 

Remember that most of Bristol’s outdoor gear retailers give discounts of 
about 10% on production of your Ramblers membership card. Cotswold 

Outdoor are the Ramblers national sponsor, and their discount is 15%. 
Taunton Leisure sponsor this local Group, and also now offer 15% 

discounts, rising to 20% at their regular special events. 
 

 
 
 

 
Happy New Year 

 
We hope that you have a very happy new year.  

 
If you are short of resolutions for the New Year, here are a few 

possibilities: 

 You could have a go at leading a walk. Of course, nearly 100 of you 
already do that already. If you don’t, but would like to try it, contact 

carew.reynell@gmail.com about the walk leader training that will 
take place in the spring; 

 You could join Keith Budd’s footpath clearance team – contact 
leoni.keith@gmail.com; 

 You could volunteer to help Walk for Health – contact 
eileenbartlett65@gmail.com.  

 

mailto:leoni.keith@gmail.com

