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  eBoot – November 2012 
 
   This month’s edition includes: 

• Forthcoming walks 
• Annual General Meeting 
• Events and notices  
• What we did on our holidays – Sardinia 
• Commercial corner 

 
Forthcoming walks 
 
A full listing of walks is in the Walks Programme and on the Group’s 
website. Here are some more details of some of the walks in the next 
month or so. 
 
The next stage of Peter Gould’s cross Bristol walk from St Anne’s to 
Badock Wood, based on the No1 bus route, will take place on 3 
November.  This walk tests the section from Ferry Bridge to St George 
Park.  It starts at Black Castle, and returns along the old railway line to 
Temple Meads, passing conveniently close to the Barley Mow at lunch 
time. 
  
On 4 November Tony Kerr will be leading a Hill Walk of around 13 miles 
(depending on the weather). This is the walk that was offered as a B Hill 

Walk back in April, but cancelled due to high winds 
and torrential rain. If the weather is fair, it is still a 
good 'B' walk, with great views and steady climbs in 
fine, open country. Starting from the glaciated valley 
of the Rhiangoll river, it ascends gradually to the 
summit of Waun Fach, then drops gently to the 

dramatic ridge of Y Grib. Here an airy descent leads to the remains of the 
prehistoric Castell Dinas hill-fort for lunch. Depending on the weather, the 
shorter afternoon section will either climb over the summit of Mynydd 
Troed or skirt the northern side before taking the level path under 
Mynydd Llangorse back to the starting-point. Please note that there is NO 
PUB unless, by chance, the Castle Inn has a group booking that day. 
 
Peter Gould’s walk on 4 November will be a late 
autumnal circuit through Leigh Woods, with mists and mud if not mellow 
fruitfulness. High Victorian architecture and a converted water 
tower enliven the stretch on road. 
 
On 7 November, Phil Selby is leading a walk around 
Congresbury/Wrington. In footballing parlance, this is ‘a walk of two 
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halves’. The majority of the first half is woodland. After Wrington, we walk 
across fields, eventually following the River Yeo as it makes its way from 
its source at Compton Martin to the Severn Estuary at Kingston Seymour. 
 
Midpoint in the walk, we stop for coffee at All Saints Church at Wrington. 
This has a number of points of interest. It was built by Benedictine monks 
from Glastonbury Abbey in the 14th century. The famous Victorian 
architect Sir Charles Barry visited the church in 1832 to design a reredos 
and was so inspired by the tower he used it as a model for the Victoria 
tower at the Houses of Parliament. The churchyard has many visitors 
each year to see the grave of the Bristol born poet, philanthropist and 
abolitionist Hannah Moore. She wrote a very moving poem against 
slavery which Phil will bring with him. At the end of the walk those 
wishing to partake of a pub lunch or drink have a number of hostelries to 
choose from in the village. 
  
Nigel Andrews will lead the A walk on 11 November. ‘This 
undulating 14 miler will hopefully show off the autumnal 
Cotswold landscapes and woodlands. Starting from Coaley 
Peak we walk through Nympsfield before descending to 
Horsley. Next we head to the north-east to climb to Box and 
then head across Minchinhampton Common. A further 
descent takes us to our lunch stop at South Woodchester. 
We then continue through North Woodchester and Selsley 
from where we climb the eponymous Common to enjoy fine 
views across the Severn. We return to the cars on the Cotswold Way, 
passing through woodland displaying seasonal colours’. 
  
Also on 11 November Peter Hobbs will lead the B Hill Walk around the 
Cwm Oergwym Horseshoe to Fan Y Big on the north side of the Brecon 
Beacons. The walk starts at Pencelli and ascends steadily all morning with 

hopefully good views across to Corn Du, Pen Y Fan, 
and Cribyn en route. It reaches 750m on the crest, 
so come prepared for cold winds and winter 
weather. The equally easy descent to Llanfrynach 
should provide views of the Black Mountains across 
the Usk valley. 

 
Please note that the meeting point for both of these walks will be the 
Water Tower on the Downs, because of the Remembrance Sunday service 
in the Centre. 
 
Also on 11 November, Peter Gould will lead a walk starting at St 
George’s.  The walk will take in industrial Clifton, but the main theme is 
the career of James Henry La Trobe, a Bristol architect who should be 
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better remembered.  The La Trobe clan of architects were Moravians and 
James Henry was a Socialist, so trombones and red flags are quite in 
order. 
 
Stephen Draper’s Avon Area Walk on 14 November is longer than most 
AAWs, at about 13/14 miles. Starting from The Narth we will descend into 
the Whitebrook Valley and then along the Wye to Bigsweir before climbing 
out of the Valley and then descending to Brockweir for lunch. The 

afternoon will see us climb to Beacon Hill above Trellech. 
The walk involves two steep climbs out of the Wye 
Valley. The Grid Reference for parking at the start of the 
walk is OL13523062, but if you are going independently 
it would be advisable to contact Stephen for more 
precise instructions. 

 
On 18 November, Gwyneth Littlejohn is leading an AB walk (14 miles) 
The walk starts from the free car park in Wellow (ST739581) and takes in 
Middle Twinhoe before following Cam Brook through Midford to Tucking 
Mill, credited with being the home of geologist William Smith.  We then 
walk through to Monkton Combe and then southish to Limpley Stoke and 
Freshford for a lunch stop with pub. 
 
The afternoon takes us to Hinton Charterhouse and 
Norton St Philip and, by passing the Long Barrow, 
returns to Wellow.  The walk is a mix of fields, woods, 
footpaths and some lanes. 
  
Also on 18 November, Paula Cannings is leading an easier walk along 
the Severn Estuary.  The route of 8.5 miles starts from Severn Beach, 
offering views of both bridges, a wealth of birdlife and glimpses of the 
history of the area.  The halfway point is Aust, with the opportunity to 
explore the village or to have a drink at the Boar’s Head.  As there are 
two options for the return walk, the group can decide on the day which 
one they prefer.  Call Paula for encouragement on 07950271150.  
 
Note that the B walk on 25 November at St Briavels will now be led by 
Sue Finney.  It might exceed the advertised 10 miles.  This change is due 
to injury.  
 
On 2 December, Nigel Andrews is leading an attractive easier hill walk 
which makes full use of a short December day in showcasing the softer 

features of the south-eastern Black Mountains. We 
will make a sharp ascent of Bryn Arw before 
walking the length of its ridge. After a valley 
section we will climb towards Hatterrall Hill on the 
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Offa’s Dyke Path and then descend to Stanton and the Queens Head for 
lunch. A steep post prandial climb leads to the summit of Gaer before 
another descent and brief climb leads us to the idyllic location of 
Partrishow church. The route then heads south to Forest Coal Pit and 
journey's end. 
 
Also on 2 December Gwyneth Littlejohn is leading a B walk near 
Harkening Rock. Starting from Lower Redbrook, we make a short climb to 
Upper Redbrook to pick up the Offa's Dyke Path with amazing views of 
Monmouth.  Walking through woods we arrive at Suck Stone and pass 
under the overhanging Near Harkening Rock.  A lunch break (with pub) is 
taken at Symonds Yat.  The afternoon takes us through Newlands before 
returning to Lower Redbrook.  
 
Peter Gould’s walk on 5 December is a rail based linear walk following 
the surprising stretch of the Severn Way Link to Sea Mills that has 
recently been legally established and put in order by Bristol City Council. 
‘Thereafter, I shall improvise till, by custom and practice, the walk 
will disintegrate all the way to the pubs and cafes.’  
 
Advance notice: there will be a coach trip to North Devon, with A and B 
walks, on 12 May next year. Further details to follow.   
 
Annual General Meeting 
  
The Group’s AGM took place on 30 October. 
Whether it was the new location, the new timing 
(October rather than December), an external 
speaker or just a coincidence, attendance was up 
40%, and it proved a very enjoyable evening. 
 
The meeting voted on the options for meeting for 
Sunday walks if/when Sunday parking charges are 
introduced. There was a large majority in favour of the north-central 
locations of the Downs and Woodlands Road, but it is clear that these 
locations would cause serious difficulties for a number of walkers who 
travel from other parts of the city. The Committee now have the job of 
finding the best balance between all relevant considerations. 
 
Various opportunities were highlighted at the meeting: 

• Susan Carter asked for volunteers to deputise for her on the Parks 
Forum, work on the design and signing of walks in parks, and 
contribute to the development of local Ramblers policy and priorities 
on the city centre and other environment and planning issues 
(contact susan.carter@blueyonder.co.uk); 
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• Eileen Bartlett reported that free basic first aid training is available 
and asked for help with the forthcoming Bristol Walking for Health 
festival – 4-11 May (contact eileenbartlett65@gmail.com); 

• Keith Budd referred to opportunities to participate in footpath 
maintenance and clearance work (contact leoni.keith@gmail.com). 

 
Two new members join the Committee: Wendy Britton as Minutes 
Secretary (so that Tony Parsons, after years of distinguished service in 
that role, can spend more time on the website) and Julian Carpenter as 
Publicity Officer. 
 
But the highlight of the meeting was undoubtedly a talk by Martin and Mel 
from the Longtown Mountain Rescue Team. The talk was both engaging 
and informative – a real eye-opener! The slides will be put onto the 
Group’s website. Some highlights: 

• The Team are called out by the Police for 
an increasing range of incidents, including 
the recent tragic April Jones incident and 
urban searches for missing alzheimer’s 
sufferers; 

• The CHALET report, providing the 
information they need: Casualties; 
Hazards to rescuers; Access; Location of 
the incident; Equipment on the scene; 
Type of incident; 

• The Team’s principal fund-raising event is the Big Black Mountain 
Challenge, which will take place on 18 May 2013. Could you rise to 
the challenge?  

• The heroic volunteers are not even reimbursed for their travel costs 
for call-outs! 

 
The full minutes of the meeting will be circulated with the next eBoot. 
Here are Nigel Andrews, Gwyneth Littlejohn and 
Peter Gould with certificates of thanks for the 
number of walks they lead. Julie Boston and Neil 
Burlton were also thanked, as was Derek Bones 
for being a Good Samaritan and saving the 
labradoodle! 
 
 
Events and notices 
 
Walking in the Mountains of Mourne.  Julian Carpenter is planning to 
organise a week's walking in the fabulous Mountains of Mourne in May 
2013. The itinerary will be: 



 6 

• Fly from Bristol to Belfast International; 
• Pick up hire car(s) from airport (depending on the numbers); 
• High quality hostel accommodation in the Mourne Lodge, Atticall at 

the foot of the Mournes.  (http://themournelodge.com/). Bunk beds 
(though rooms with single beds are available), wood-burning stove, 
self-catering but with meal options if required.  The only downside 
is no local pub, but plenty of pubs in Kilkeel, Annalong and other 
towns on the coast; 

• Walking along the famous Mourne Wall, including the highest peak 
in Northern Ireland, Slieve Donnard (850m). Spectacular view of 
mountains, sea and lakes. There are some bogs and some 
scrambling will be required.  Standard: A walks. Julian has been 
twice before, so has pre-walked some of the routes. Weather is 
definitely NOT guaranteed! 

• Dates: 6 - 12 May (6 nights).  Cost approx £250 including flight, 
accommodation, car hire, petrol and food. Booze, eating out, etc 
extra. 

Please let Julian know at JCARPS@LIVE.CO.UK by 30 November at the 
latest if you are interested. 
 
Another date for your diary - Karen O’Sullivan and Christine Bowen are 
arranging a pre-Christmas social evening, to take place in a pub in 
Bristol on Friday 14 December. Further details will appear in the 
December eBoot. 
 
16 December B walk Christmas lunch, Saltford.  Meet at Great George 
Street at 10.30am for 6 mile walk.  Lunch at the Bird in Hand at 2.30 with 
a choice of menus.  To book send £5 deposit by 15th November to Jeanie 
Copland at 88 Park Road, Keynsham, Bristol BS31 1AR 0117 9861620.  
Balance will be payable on the day (approx £15). 
 
What we did on our holidays – Sardinia 
 
Patsy Hudson and Stephen Draper recently enjoyed a holiday in Sardinia.  
 
‘The island is surprisingly untouristy and, when we were there, 
uncrowded. The weather was sunny and the scenery stunning. Some 
extremely interesting neolithic sights plus miles of near empty sandy 
beaches was just the right mixture. 
 
In addition there was some wild and adventurous walking in the 
Supramonte Mountains on the Eastern coast. If anyone is interested, I 
have a book of walks plus suggestions for accommodation and activities.’ 
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Commercial corner  
 
You will be aware that HF Holidays are now the Ramblers ‘recommended 
walking holiday provider’. Among the benefits are donations to the 
Ramblers when members take HF holidays. 
 
Also note that if you book a holiday with Ramblers Holidays, this Group 
could receive a contribution (£10 for UK holidays, £20 for short haul, £30 
for long haul). We have registered with Ramblers Holidays, and the 
arrangement can apply to 2012 holidays that have already been booked, 
but have not yet taken place. See 
www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership. 
 
Note that this has no impact on the price you pay for the holiday. So if 
you book with Ramblers Holidays, please be sure to let them know that 
you are a Bristol Ramblers member. 
 
Remember that most of Bristol’s outdoor gear retailers give discounts of 
about 10% on production of your Ramblers membership card. Cotswold 
Outdoor are the Ramblers national sponsor, and the discount that they 
offer has recently increased to 15%. And Taunton Leisure sponsor this 
local Group, and offer 20% reductions at their regular special events, the 
next of which takes place on 6 December. 
 

 
 
 


