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  eBoot – October 2012 
 
   This month’s edition includes: 

 Forthcoming walks 

 Walking for Health/Get Walking Keep 
Walking/Ramblers Routes 

 National issues 

 Events and notices  
 What we did on our holidays – Church Stretton and the GR20 

 Commercial corner 
 

Forthcoming walks 
 

The full walks programme for October-January has recently been 
published. Here are some more details of some of the walks in the next 

month or so. 
 

On 7 October, Christine Bowen and Tracey Crabb will be leading an A Hill 
Walk in the Brecon Beacons. The walk is mysteriously called ‘Middle 

Earth’. 
 

Nigel deBray leads a walk on 13 October which celebrates the Queen's 

Diamond Jubilee.  It starts at The George at Backwell (on the right soon 
after the Farleigh Backwell town sign on the A370 to Weston-super-Mare) 

and uses mostly footpaths and lanes to circle round to the south to visit 
two jubilee monuments and enjoy views over Barrow Tanks and the 

Bristol Channel. 

Carew Reynell leads an A walk on 14 October. The walk will go past the 
lakes in the grounds of Ruskin Mill, Nailsworth (now a college for young 

people with learning disabilities), up the Nailsworth valley and over to 
Newington Bagpath and Ozleworth Bottom, before striking north for lunch 

at Kingscote and returning to Nailsworth via paths and lanes around 
Horsley. 

 
Also on 14 October, Patsy Hudson and Stephen Draper will be leading a 

B walk around the Isle of Wedmore, one of the islands in the 
Somerset Levels. This is a little walked area by us and we shall be 

circumnavigating the whole island. For relative little climbing, there 
are great views of the Levels, the Mendips, Glastonbury Tor, the 

Quantocks and Blackdown Hills. Finally there is the Sexey Arms to 
welcome us for lunch. 

On Wednesday 17 October, Julie Boston will lead a walk from the M 
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Shed, Princes Wharf, Wapping Road at 10.30 am. Note the irregular start 
time. ‘Walking up through Burwalls, we then descend to Ashton Court 

café. From there, we leave the estate and make our way along Colliters 
Brook (which might be muddy), and then walk round the fence of South 

Bristol Crematorium. We will finish at the Cross Hands Pub, Bedminster 
Down, for a cheap, substantial meal before returning to Bristol on a 75 

bus’. 
 

Janet Wood is leading the A walk on 21 October.  The walk will start in 

Trellech and walk east, up Beacon Hill towards the Wye valley. We skirt 
Llandogo then head south and west to Llanishen where we stop for lunch 

at the Carpenters’ Arms.  After lunch, the walk goes west through 
undulating farmland and woods with fine views across 

to the Black Mountains before returning to Trellech.  
A walk of 14 miles at a steady A walk pace with some 

uneven ground.    
A volunteer is needed to give out written 

directions at the meeting place in Bristol (the 
leader lives outside Bristol).  

 
On 31 October, Nigel deBray will lead a circular walk starting from the 

recreation ground at the end of Parkfield (signed turning off the B4465 
opposite Pucklechurch church. Follow the road to the end of village; 

please park tidily as space limited).  The walk goes through the site of 

Parkfield Colliery to  join the Dramway Path past Lydegreen 
Farm, Bitterwell Lake and the site of Ram Hill Colliery, to the site of Frog 

Lane Colliery.  From there it goes through Westerleigh (pub stop for 
lunch) before returning to Parkfield past Leigh Farm.  Mostly footpaths 

with some byways and lanes, also a 500 m stretch of a B road. 
 

The next stage of Peter Gould’s cross Bristol walk from St Anne’s to 
Badock Wood,  based on the No1 bus route, will take place on 3 

November.  This walk tests the section from Ferry Bridge to St George 
Park.  It starts at Black Castle, and returns along the old railway line to 

Temple Meads, passing conveniently close to the Barley Mow at lunch 
time. 

  
On 4 November Tony Kerr will be leading a Hill Walk of around 13 miles 

(depending on the weather). This is the walk that was offered as a B Hill 

Walk back in April, but cancelled due to high winds and 
torrential rain. If the weather is fair, it is still a good 'B' 

walk, with great views and steady climbs in fine, open 
country. Starting from the glaciated valley of the 

Rhiangoll river, it ascends gradually to the summit of 
Waun Fach, then drops gently to the dramatic ridge of Y Grib. Here an 
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airy descent leads to the remains of the prehistoric Castell Dinas hill-fort 
for lunch. Depending on the weather, the shorter afternoon section will 

either climb over the summit of Mynydd Troed or skirt the northern side 
before taking the level path under Mynydd Llangorse back to the starting-

point. Please note that there is NO PUB unless, by chance, the Castle Inn 
has a group booking that day. 

 
Nigel Andrews will lead the A walk on 11 November. ‘This 

undulating 14 miler will hopefully show off the autumnal 

Cotswold landscapes and woodlands. Starting from Coaley 
Peak we walk through Nympsfield before descending to 

Horsley. Next we head to the north-east to climb to Box and 
then head across Minchinhampton Common. A further 

descent takes us to our lunch stop at South Woodchester. 
We then continue through North Woodchester and Selsley 

from where we climb the eponymous Common to enjoy fine 
views across the Severn. We return to the cars on the Cotswold Way, 

passing through woodland displaying seasonal colours’. 
  

Also on 11 November Peter Hobbs will lead the B Hill Walk around the 
Cwm Oergwym Horseshoe to Fan Y Big on the north side of the Brecon 

Beacons. The walk starts at Pencelli and ascends steadily all morning with 
hopefully good views across to Corn Du, Pen Y Fan, and Cribyn en route. 

It reachs 750m on the crest, so come prepared for cold 

winds and winter weather. The equally easy descent to 
Llanfrynach should show us the Black Mountains across 

the Usk valley. 
 

Please note that the meeting point for both of these walks will be the 
Water Tower on the Downs, because of the Remembrance Sunday service 

in the Centre. 
 

Also on 11 November, Peter Gould will lead a walk starting at St 
George’s.  The walk will take in industrial Clifton, but the main theme is 

the career of James Henry La Trobe, a Bristol architect who should be 
better remembered.  The La Trobe clan of architects were Moravians and 

James Henry was a Socialist, so trombones and red flags are quite in 
order. 

 

Walking for Health/Get Walking Keep Walking/Ramblers Routes 
 

Plans are afoot (ahem: editor) for a Walking Festival in April, jointly 
organized by the Bristol Walking for Health team and the Bristol 

Ramblers. In the meantime, members are contributing to the 
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development of a number of Get Walking Keep Walking routes for the 
Bristol area. 

 
In addition, a number of members have enrolled for training in the use of 

the new Ramblers Routes system for sharing walking routes. Their 
feedback on the system’s suitability for longer routes will be included in 

future eBoots. 
 

National issues 

 
The Ramblers are calling on members to sign their electronic petition 

calling for a rethink in the Government’s proposals for the future 
management of the national trails: http://e-activist.com/ea-

action/action?ea.client.id=117&ea.campaign.id=16442&forwarded=true. 
The Ramblers propose a charitable National Trails Trust, instead of the 

fragmentation proposed by the Government. 
 

Events and notices 
 

Missing, possibly left in someone’s car, a Berghaus dark coloured gortex 
jacket.  If found please contact Sally on 0117 9466161. 

 

Life Cycle, the Bristol Cycle Campaign and Sustrans are setting up a transport 
and active travel hustings event for mayoral candidates. It will take place on 
October 30 Tuesday, 7.30pm at Burges Salmon. Unfortunately, this coincides 
with the Group’s AGM, but if anyone would be interested please contact 
Susan Carter (susan.carter@blueyonder.co.uk). Entry is free but pre-
registration is required. 
 
Friends of the Earth has also organized a hustings event for 24 October. 
Tickets are free and can be booked via the Watershed. There is a more 
general event for mayoral candidates at the Greenway Centre at 6.30pm on 
22 October. 
 
During October, Peter Gould and Nick Wilkes will be participating in a 
commemorative event in which Trevor Anthill’s boots will be carried the full 
length of the Monarch’s Way, a route that he created. 
 

16 December B walk Christmas lunch, Saltford.  Meet at Great George 
Street at 10.30am for 6 mile walk.  Lunch at the Bird in Hand at 2.30 with 

a choice of menus.  To book send £5 deposit by 15th November to Jeanie 
Copland at 88 Park Road, Keynsham, Bristol BS31 1AR 0117 9861620.  

Balance will be payable on the day (approx £15). 
 

What we did on our holidays 

http://e-activist.com/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=117&ea.campaign.id=16442&forwarded=true
http://e-activist.com/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=117&ea.campaign.id=16442&forwarded=true
mailto:susan.carter@blueyonder.co.uk
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Undeterred by dire weather forecasts, eight brave souls homed in on 

Church Stretton for a long weekend of walking in those ‘blue remembered 
hills’ of Shropshire.  In fact, as Nigel gathered his troops on the steps of 

the HSBC bank on Saturday morning, the sun shone out of a bright blue 
sky – perhaps we wouldn’t need the storm protection after all! 

 
The morning climb on to Ragleth gave us great views of the Long Mynd 

across the valley as we tried not to look in the other direction at the 

gathering storm clouds.  After descending, we were just helping a car out 
of a ditch (poor driver had swerved a bit too enthusiastically to avoid us) 

when the heavens suddenly opened and raindrops the size of sheep 
droppings drenched us before we could don the waterproofs. 

 
Never mind; The Royal Oak at Cardington – Shropshire’s oldest pub – 

provided a very welcome break and by the time we sallied forth we were 
a little wetter on the inside and dryer on the outside.  We had also 

enjoyed some friendly banter with members of a wedding party whose 
immaculate and stylish dress was in stark contrast to our bedraggled and 

mud-spattered gear. 
 

The rain gods waited until we were almost atop our afternoon high point – 
the hill fort of Caer Caradoc – before conjuring the next deluge, this time 

with added gale!  Still, it was a drying wind and by the end of our 

delightful walk we were a lot less damp and ready for some delicious pub 
grub. 

 
Day two promised much more settled weather and indeed our exploration 

of the Long Mynd was completed in glorious sunshine.  The valleys 
leading up to the high point of Pole Bank are simply beautiful and 

somehow Nigel had arranged for the heather to be in full bloom as we 
made the ascent in a purple haze. 

 
The view from the top is amazing and takes in the Brecon Beacons to the 

south-west and Cader Idris in the north.  Our reluctance to descend the 
far side of the range evaporated when we arrived at the pub at Bridges 

for our lunch stop.  This must surely be one of the most attractive pubs in 
the country, serving – and this was developing as something of a theme 

for the weekend – some delicious real ales.  Back on the top of the Mynd 

in the afternoon, we delayed the return to base as long as possible to 
make the most of the early evening light. 

 
On our final day the weather reverted to type, but at least the rain was 

steadier and gentler than before as we hiked to Little Stretton and thence 
via the achingly beautiful valley of Ashes Hollow to the crest of the Mynd.  
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Weather like this always engenders greater camaraderie, so our party 
was in excellent spirits by the time we had traversed the ridge and 

decended the Carding Mill valley back to town via the ‘little Niagra’ 
waterfalls. 

 
Heartfelt thanks to Nigel for arranging and leading a memorable walking 

weekend in his customary thorough and good-humoured way. 
 

A bout de souffle 

 
The GR 20 runs across the granite mountains of Corsica, from Calenzana 

in the north-west to Conca in the south-west. It has the reputation of 
being the toughest European marked trail, and the severity of the walking 

(and scrambling) is indicated by the fact that the target speed for several 
of the stages is well below one mile an hour. 

 
A group of nine Bristol Ramblers tackled the route in September. The 

weather was extraordinarily good, with only half a day’s rain out of 17 
days walking. The accommodation, ranging from tents to mountain 

refuges to gites to hotels, offered varying degrees of 
luxuriousness, but was all full of character. But most of 

all, the group members are unanimous that this was 
the best walking that they have ever experienced – 

spectacular ridges and cirques, steep ascents and 

descents, dramatic rock features, beautiful woodlands. 
 

The group was self-guided (and the trail is well marked and documented), 
but the accommodation, meals and route were arranged by a very 

efficient local company. And the walking is not beyond the capability of 
any reasonably fit and experienced walker with a 

reasonable head for heights and the equanimity to 
cope with varied accommodation and menus. Peter 

Hobbs, Tony Kerr and John Wrigley would be very 
happy to provide advice and information to any 

Group members interested in taking on what must be 
one the greatest trekking routes in the world. It is also hoped that an 

evening slide show can be arranged.  
 

Commercial corner  

 
You will be aware that HF Holidays are now the Ramblers ‘recommended 

walking holiday provider’. Among the benefits are donations to the 
Ramblers when members take HF holidays. 

 
Also note that if you book a holiday with Ramblers Holidays, this Group 



 7 

could receive a contribution (£10 for UK holidays, £20 for short haul, £30 
for long haul). We have registered with Ramblers Holidays, and the 

arrangement can apply to 2012 holidays that have already been booked, 
but have not yet taken place. See 

www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership. 
 

Note that this has no impact on the price you pay for the holiday. So if 
you book with Ramblers Holidays, please be sure to let them know that 

you are a Bristol Ramblers member. 

 
Remember that most of Bristol’s outdoor gear retailers give discounts of 

about 10% on production of your Ramblers membership card. Cotswold 
Outdoor are the Ramblers national sponsor, and the discount that they 

offer has recently increased to 15%. And Taunton Leisure sponsor this 
local Group, and offer 20% reductions at their regular special events, the 

next of which takes place on 6 December. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership

