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  eBoot – July 2012 
 
 
   This month’s edition includes: 

 Forthcoming walks 

 Committee business 
 Footpath maintenance 

 Planning and Environment 
 Events and trips     

 What we did on our holidays 1 & 2 
 Commercial corner 

 
Forthcoming walks 

 
The July walks programme includes: 

 A coach trip to the south Gower coast; 

 Further evening walks (Tuesdays/Thursdays), short and long. 
Please check the programme for the grades/length of particular 

walks; 
 A further mid-week A walk, in the Mendips.  

 
Gwyneth Littlejohn’s A/B walk on 1 July takes in Carn 
Pica via the memorial, crosses the Talybont reservoir 
to climb up towards Tor y Foel: summiting Tor y Foel 
is optional. 
 
Neil Burlton leads the evening walk on 3 July. 

Meet at the entrance to Temple Meads Station at 
6-30 pm for a circular 5/6 mile walk following the route of the South 

Bristol Circular. We walk through to the Dings Park and follow the Feeder 
to Netham Park. Continue alongside Avon View to enjoy the view from 

Troopers Hill. We then follow the River Avon Trail and cross to St Annes 
Wood and Park. We return along St Phillips Causeway to the Knights 

Templar for a drink. 
 

Neil also leads the Wessex Wanderer walk on 4 July. Meet at Temple 
Meads for 8-41 am return train to Westbury Station. The walk will start 

on arrival of the Weymouth train at 10-28am. Bring a picnic lunch. 
 

The 11/12 mile circular walk takes in Westbury Leigh and the Wessex 

Ridgeway, with views from the White Horse. Return via Bratton (possible 
pub drink stop) to Westbury for the 17.56 train to Weymouth and 17.18 

to Bristol (note that there are many earlier trains to Bristol). 
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The coach trip to Gower is on 8 July. There will be 
A and B linear walks. Nigel Andrews leads the A 

walk (15 miles), which ascends and traverses 
Rhossili Down before coming down to the path 

above the beach and then following the coast all 
the way to Oxwich. Carew Reynell leads the B walk 

(11 miles), which omits the Rhossili Down section, 
heading straight for the Worm’s Head and then along the coast to Oxwich. 

Both walks will have lunch stops at Port Eynon: 

pub, paddle or play on the beach, according to 
your tastes. 

 
There are still places available on the coach. The 

trip is definitely not just for regular A/B walkers. 
Book your tickets with any member of the 

committee.  
 

Sarah Shorter’s Sunday half-day walk on 8 July offers lovely views of 
Chew Valley Lake from Knowle Hill and Llammas and then follows along 

the lake.  
 

Keith Budd’s B walk on 15 July, "Crook,Cross & Star", is a reprise of an A 
walk, (formerly entitled 'West Mendip Wander'), but somewhat shortened, 

revised and done in reverse! This excursion takes us through some lovely 

Mendip terrain. We begin in Churchill, heading over the ridge to 
Winscombe, before navigating our way 

intricately up to Crook Peak. Then it's down to 
the River Yeo, and along to Cross for lunch. 

We return to Churchill via Kings Wood & the 
Old Drovers track. 

A very pleasing outing that weaves its way 
through some delightful lanes and footpaths, 

with a stiff climb or two thrown in for good 
measure! 

 
Keith also leads the A walk to the Chartists Cave on 29 July. He writes 

‘This is one of my favourite outings! The walk contains many pleasing 
elements within its 13/14 mile length: canal-walking, woodlands, open 

moorland, a fascinating, unlikely and historic cave, lovely valleys, an 

isolated and rather ramshackle little Welsh hamlet (though fortunately 
blessed with a pub!), plus some stiff hill-climbing & often excellent views. 

A really good day out, especially if the sun 
puts in an appearance. Be sure to bring a 

torch if you fancy exploring the cave in depth! 
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Committee business 
 

The Committee meets on 9 July. If there are any issues that you think the 
Committee should be tackling, please let us know. 

 
Planning and Environment 
 
The inquiry into the proposed bus rapid transit route from Ashton Vale to 
Temple Meads has proved a marathon. It opened on 22 May and will close on 
Wednesday 4 July.  Susan Carter has been busy liaising with other groups, 
cross-examining the promoters' witnesses, and presenting our evidence, 
assisted by Jeremy Phillips, a friendly barrister. Either Jeremy or Susan will be 
making a closing submission on Wednesday morning. The inquiry starts at 
10am in Armada House. If you would like to find out more, full documentation 
is on the inquiry web-site www.persona.uk.com/ashton/. 
 
Susan has not had time to look at the proposals for the South Bristol Link 
Road or BRT3 (the north-south rapid transit link). We know that some 
members have concerns about both schemes and have noted this in our 
responses to the preliminary consultation on both schemes. If anyone would 
like to lead on either or both of these schemes for us, please let Susan know ( 
susan.carter@blueyonder.co.uk). 
 
Footpath maintenance 
 

Keith Budd, the Group’s Footpaths Secretary, has provided the following 
update. 

 

Over the past few years the Ramblers have been attempting to get more 
members involved voluntarily in local work-projects such as footpath 
maintenance, clearance-work, gate-installation and the like. This has been 
encouraged essentially in order to counteract the falling budgets that most 
local authorities have suffered from and the subsequent knock-on effect this 
has had on preserving public rights of way in their respective areas. It has also 
accorded well with one of the Ramblers original aims: "To preserve and 
maintain footpaths throughout the length and breadth of the country on behalf 
of our members and the general public". 
 
In Bristol, as many of you will be aware, we got involved in this process back 
in February when we cleared a very overgrown footpath in the Kingswood 
area on behalf of Bristol City Council. On that occasion, myself and a good 
number of public-spirited fellow Bristol Ramblers performed our task over the 
course of a Wednesday and a Saturday morning. This was so as to enable 
anyone who regularly works in the week to be part of the project by turning out 

http://www.persona.uk.com/ashton/
mailto:susan.carter@blueyonder.co.uk
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at the weekend. We were provided with gloves, pickers and collection bags by 
the Council, but otherwise used our own tools and took a low-key but 
enthusiastic approach to matters. It wasn't the most attractive location (in an 
urban area such as ours, we will not always be blessed with nice locations!), 
but there was a great deal of satisfaction to be had in restoring a path to its 
intended state and fit for purpose once more, and we all enjoyed expending 
our energies on such a worthwhile task. Anyway, as it turned out, it was a very 
successful operation and received lavish praise from the council. I hope it will 
be the first of many such projects over the coming years and that we can 
continue to contribute in keeping our home territory in good order. 
 
Elsewhere in the region, in S. Glos and BANES, areas blessed with many 
more footpaths than ours, a more formal approach has been adopted. Under 
the leadership and guidance of Ron Phelps and David Waterstone, and after 
many months of preparation, including obtaining grants, training volunteers, 
liaising carefully with Council representatives and purchasing tools, they now 
have 3 teams of path wardens up and running. Bath Team, Southwold Team 
and Kingswood Team, styling themselves essentially upon the very successful 
'Cotswold Wardens', have come into being, and it is also hoped that a fourth 
team, Severnside, can be formed in the not- too -distant future. 
 
The Bath Team recently carried out its first job of installing a kissing gate at 
'Horseworld' in Whitchurch, and have gone on to install several more. The 
Southwold Team laid chippings supplied by the quarry operators Hanson on a 
path in Ridge Wood, Chipping Sodbury, as well as placing retaining boards 
and steps. And the Kingswood Team cleared 200m of heavily overgrown 
woodland in Shortwood as well as installing their first kissing gates at Mt 
Pleasant Farm in Hanham. 
 
On these early jobs they have had the enthusiastic support of the Council 
Public Rights of Way Officers and their respective Rangers, but they aim to 
develop the expertise gained so as to be self-sufficient as soon as they 
possibly can. Eventually they will then be 'employed' by the Councils 
concerned to perform regular tasks and will be paid for the work they do. 
 
Having been kindly invited along to see some of these first ventures, I must 
tell you how much I enjoyed both participating in the work and the company of 
the respective team members. Not only that, but I also learnt some new skills 
and thoroughly enjoyed exercising both mind and body in completing the tasks 
set for us! I should also add that the requested work was completed to the 
highest standards and bodes very well for the future! 
 
P.S. News has just come in of new job for our Bristol team. This time it's at a 
much nicer location, on the nationally important ‘Monarchs Way’ no less. Be 
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prepared to hear from me soon if you're on my list of volunteers! 
 
In the meantime, let's wish our friends in S.Glos and BANES good luck and 
continued success in the very good work they are doing. It is, after all, work 
that we all benefit from, and without their efforts and that of all other 
volunteers we run the risk of losing much which is important to us as 
ramblers!! 
 
Events and trips 

 
As part of a programme of Pilgrim’s Way events (Discover Brislington 

Brook), there will be a community celebration at St Anne’s Well on 28 
July. Expect an appearance by King Henry VII and a medieval procession 

through the woods. Further details from 
rowan.matthiessen@bristol.gov.uk. 

 

The Mendip Ramblers August Bank Holiday Walking Festival takes place 
25-27 August. There are details on their website, or from 

paularuddock@btinternet.com. 
 

Places are also still available on Nigel Andrews’ Bank Holiday weekend at 
Church Stretton, 25-27 August. Nigel’s phone number is 0117 959 

1701. 
 

Member David Chalmers is organizing a group trip on the Waverley 
(the world’s last ocean-going paddle steamer) on 29 August. The cruise 

departs from Clevedon at 2 pm and calls at Penarth before arriving at 
Minehead at 4.45 pm. After visiting Porlock Bay, it returns to Clevedon at 

8.45 pm. The cost is £29 (OAP £27). There are more details on 
www.waverleyexcursions.co.uk, or phone David on 0117 9720423.  

 

Tony Kerr and Carew Reynell will be taking a small group for a week's walking 
in the Dolomites in September 2013. The likely dates are 7-14 September, 
with possible accommodation at www.mugun.com, although there are 
uncertainties until the budget airlines publish their 2013 schedules. There 
might be scope for others to join the group. Alternatively, another group might 
want to go at another time. Tony and Carew would be happy to share 
information about travel arrangements, accommodation and walks. If you 
would be interested, please contact tonykerr50@gmail.com or 
carew.reynell@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.waverleyexcursions.co.uk/
http://www.mugun.com/
mailto:tonykerr50@gmail.com
mailto:carew.reynell@gmail.com
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What we did on our holidays (1) 

 
A group of four intrepid Bristol Ramblers charted new ground with an 

expedition to deepest Co Kerry, the scale the heights of the wonderfully-
named McGillycuddy Reeks. Hiking in Ireland is always subject to the 

rigours of the (wet) climate, so losing only one day to the rain was a good 
result.  The highlight of the trip was the climb along the ridge to 

Carrantoohill, the highest mountain 

in Ireland the height of which varies 
between 1,038m and 1,040m, 

depending on which map you read!  
The cross was a nice Irish touch.  

From the left are Julian, John, 
Christine and Tony. 

 
Walking on the Reeks involved 

numerous sharp ascents, some 
scrambling and required some skill to 

negotiate the many and varied bogs.  
It was almost impossible to complete 

a day’s walk without going in ankle-
deep at least once.  Paths were a 

rarity apart from on Carrantoohill.  

The most annoying hazard were the 
fences, some barbed, usually crotch-

high, with no stiles or gates to help. 
As in Scotland, we had the regular companionship of that evil little beast, 

the midge! The views from the peaks were stunning, a mixture of lakes, 
mountains and sea. But of course, that was only when the mist cleared. 

 
If you would like a fuller account of the trip (‘Bog hopping with the 

Reekers’), contact jcarps@live.co.uk or let us know. 
 

 
What we did on our holidays (2) 

 
Green Man Challenge: 4th June. 

The trick is to complete the walk in one day. The reward is the title 

Woodwose (not compulsory). And the advice, to pre-walk each section. 
We didn't, and we didn't complete.  But we had fun, and that is the main 

point. 
 

mailto:jcarps@live.co.uk
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The 45 mile walk started at 5am at the Clifton Suspension Bridge; there 
were 6 of us.  

The Green Man Challenge is essentially the Avon Community Forest Path, 
with a few deviations, skirting round the perimeter of Bristol.  From the 

Suspension Bridge we walked through Ashton Court, stopping to take the 
necessary photo at the stone head of the Green Man, and continued by-

passing Long Ashton, across fields towards the A38 and Bedminster. 
   

Breakfast was at Dundry Church – we had made excellent progress and 

arrived exactly at the guesstimated time (that was the one and only point 
that we did that, all other timings were hopelessly optimistic).  Soon after 

leaving Dundry we encounter our first directional challenge and were 
temporarily misplaced, twice.  We were working to the Green Man 

schematic map with a supporting OS photocopy; the schematic was 
excellent, but there were some bits that were somewhat confusing, hence 

the advice to pre-walk.   
 

The temporarily misplaced parts were quickly corrected but it cost time 
and we arrived at Pensford Church somewhat behind schedule.  

Fortunately, we were not meeting anyone wanting to join the walk.  We 
made a slightly longer stop at the Lock Keeper at Keynsham, which put us 

even further behind schedule.  
  

At times we joined with other paths, the Monarch's 

Way, the Three Peaks Walk, the Two Rivers, the 
Dramway but, with the single exception of the 

section along the river from the Lock Keeper, the 
Avon Community Forest Path is little walked.  We 

met few people and paths across fields were not 
defined; we waded (literally) through long, and 

early in the morning very wet, grass making our 
own paths as we went.  There were also a number 

of footpaths that were somewhat over grown, but maybe that is just a 
comment on the wet British Summer. 

 
At Parkway Station, having covered just over 32 miles, we made the 

decision to save some of the walk for another occasion. It was debatable 
if we would be able to complete before midnight, and a shared taxi back 

to the cars at the Suspension Bridge seemed an excellent plan. 

 
Watch out for the next Royal Occasion Walk (I am guessing births and/or 

deaths). 
 

Commercial corner  
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You will be aware that HF Holidays are now the Ramblers ‘recommended 
walking holiday provider’. Among the benefits are donations to the 

Ramblers when members take HF holidays. 
 

Also note that if you book a holiday with Ramblers Holidays, this Group 
could receive a contribution (£10 for UK holidays, £20 for short haul, £30 

for long haul). We have registered with Ramblers Holidays, and the 
arrangement can apply to 2012 holidays that have already been booked, 

but have not yet taken place. See 

www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership. 
 

Note that this has no impact on the price you pay for the holiday. So if 
you book with Ramblers Holidays, please be sure to let them know that 

you are a Bristol Ramblers member. 
 

Remember that most of Bristol’s outdoor gear retailers give discounts of 
10% on production of your Ramblers membership card. Cotswold 

Outdoor are the Ramblers national sponsor, and the discount that they 
offer has recently increased to 15%. And Taunton Leisure sponsor this 

local Group, and offer 20% reductions at their regular special events. 
 

 

http://www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership

