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Forthcoming walks 

 
There are still places on the coach trip 

to the Gower on 8 July. There will be A 
and B walks on the lovely south Gower 

coast. But the trip is not just for regular 
A/B walkers. Book your tickets with any 

member of the committee.  
 

 
 

The June walks programme includes: 

 The Green Man Challenge walk on 
5 June; 

 A range of evening walks 
(Tuesdays/Thursdays). Please note that the evening walks are 

graded in the programme: the walks designated as A walks 
will be longer and faster than others; 

 The summer programme features a mid-week A walk once a 
month. We will use this to judge the likely level of support for 

an ongoing programme. They will be walked at an A Walk 
pace and will be similar in character to the Sunday A Walks. 

We still hope to meet in Bristol in order to share cars. Of 
course our usual meeting place, Great George Street, will not 

be freely available, so please check the walk details on the 
programme for the transport arrangements. You might like to 

make a note in your diary of the following dates: 13 June, 12 

July, 15 August, 18 September.  
 

On 2 June, Peter Gould is leading a linear walk testing the first 
stage of a cross city route from Brislington (St Annes Wood) to 

Westbury, (Badocks Wood) parallel to the No 1  Bus route.  If you 
don't know South Bristol, come to enjoy Brislington Brook and St 

Annes Wood.  We rejoin the Bus route by a link to Temple Meads 
where you may enjoy the fleshpots of Wetherspoons and other 

pubs. Please note that Peter’s phone is not currently working, but 



he can be contacted on PeterGould18@aol.com. 

  
Nigel Andrew’s A walk on 3 June celebrates the extra long bank 

holiday weekend with a linear coast walk from Torquay to 
Teignmouth. ‘We shall leave Great George Street at 08:00 and drive 

to Teignmouth where we shall catch the 1026 train to Torquay. We 
then return all the way along the coast path through Babbacome, 

Maidencombe and Shaldon. The walk may be short by A walk 
standards but there are plenty of ups and downs as we cross a 

number of combes. After walking through the pretty village of 
Shaldon we cross the Teign to return to the cars. 

  
Please note that there will be a late return to Bristol on this walk, 

possibly in the region of 8pm. This is due to the length 
of the journey and the late start of the walk itself. I think that the 

coastal scenery is well worth the extra distance and you have two 

bank holidays immediately afterwards! It is also possible to make 
the whole journey by train: the 0844 from Bristol Temple Meads to 

Torquay is the same train that the car-borne walkers will join at 
Teignmouth.’ Tony Parsons can advise on the cheapest ticket 

options. 
 

Also on 3 June, Paula Cannings will lead a B walk from the picnic 
site at East Harptree Woods, with its reminders of Mendip history, 

through woods, along ancient paths up to pretty Hinton Blewitt for a 
lunch stop at the Ring o'Bells, next to the village green.  The 

afternoon route takes us past Coley Reservoir, along lanes and 
byways as we make our way back to the woods. 

 
The Green Man Challenge 

is a 45 mile walk following the 

Community Forest Footpath.  
It skirts the city of Bristol and 

the idea is to walk it within a 
24 hour period.  Successful 

walkers can call themselves 
Woodwose (not compulsory) 

and have their name entered 
in the Forestal Book of the 

Honourable Order of 
Woodwoses. 

http://www.closertothecountryside.co.uk/index.php?page=GREEN 
MAN CHALLENGE 

  
Gwyneth Littlejohn is undertakinging this on Monday 4 June. ‘The 

plan is to start at 05:00 (sunrise) at the Clifton side of the 

Suspension Bridge ST565731, returning to the Suspension Bridge 

http://www.closertothecountryside.co.uk/index.php?page=GREEN


for 22:00 (which is after sunset). 

 
It is not necessary to do the whole walk; feel free to start/retire at 

points below – timings are estimates; it would be a good plan to let 
me know if you are planning on joining the walk at a given point. 

Gwyneth 07773703109.’ 
  

05:00    Clifton Suspension Bridge          ST565731            
 6.9 miles via Ashton Court and Barrow Common to 

07:30    Dundry Church                          ST557669            
 5 miles via Dundry Hill and Norton Malreward to 

09:15    Pensford Church                        ST618637            
 5.5 miles via Compton Dando to 

11:15    The Lock Keeper, Keynsham      ST659690            
 5.7 miles via Willsbridge and Warmley to 

13:30    Shortwood Hill                           ST684760            

 5.8 miles via Henfield and Bury Hill to 
15:45    The Crown,Hambrook                 ST642790            

 5.1 miles via Stoke Gifford and Bradley Stoke 
17:45    Hempton Lane, Patchway           ST607825            

 5.8 miles via Easter Compton and Spanorium Hill to 
20:00    Henbury Church                    ST563788            

 5.3 miles via Blaise and Sea Mills to end. 
 

Peter Gould’s Leigh Woods walk on 5 June will be ‘a 
crepuscular potter with possible crocodile. At the 

end, sociable ramblers have the resources of Clifton at their 
disposal.’ 

 
On 10 June, Carew Reynell will be leading an A walk, ‘Purgatory 

and Paradise’. A Painswick-Slad-Sheepscombe-Cranham circuit, the 

walk shakes hands with the Cotswold Way and tips its hat to the 
Wysis Way, but cocks a snook at cheese-rollers and golfers. Lovely 

Cotswold valleys, at least 17 miles, and more ascent/descent than 
you might expect. 

 
John Wrigley will be leading the first mid-week A walk on 

Wednesday 13 June. You’ll see this in the new programme named 
Cleeve Hill. We will leave Bristol at 08:00am after parking as near 

as possible to the Water Tower on 
Clifton Downs. The walk starts by 

flanking Cleeve Hill where we shall 
pick up the Cotswold Way for a 

short distance, then skirt 
Winchcombe before reaching our 

lunch stop at the Royal Oak near 

Gretton. We shall return via 



Prescott Hill, Nottingham Hill and finally via Cleeve Hill summit – 

approximately 14 miles in all. 
  

On 23 June, Nigel de Bray is leading on another link in the chain of 
Jubilee Walks devised by Alan Burton, this one only recently added 

to the Group walks list.  The walk goes from the Rose & Crown in 
Rangeworthy south along hedgerows to Patch Elm Lane, west along 

the lane and beside hedgerows before turning north-west across 
fields and a short length of road to the Tytherington village shop.  

From there we follow the Jubilee Way south-east across fields or 
along hedgerows across country to Rangeworthy church and back to 

the start point for lunch. 
 

Over the weekend 23/24 
June, Pete Rogers and Tracey 

Crabb will be leading a couple 

of A walks from Llanthony 
Priory. There is the option of 

camping or B&B overnight, or 
just joining for the day(s). 

 
The Cats Back walk on the 

Saturday is approximately 20 
miles long with 5000 ft of 

ascent. Starting from 
Llanthony we will climb over Offas Dyke to ascend Cats Back up to 

Black Hill & return via Hay Bluff, Lord Herefords Knob & Bal-Maur. 
 

On Sunday, the Southern Black Mountains walk is approximately 19 
miles long with 5600ft of ascent. Starting from Llanthony we will 

climb up to Bal Bach & visit Crug Mawr, Partrishow, Gaer, Cymyoy & 

Hatteral Hill en route. 
 

Stephen Draper’s B Hill Walk on 24 June starts at Llangynidr 
and contours up the Crawnon Valley. It is a steady climb up to the 

Head of the Valley, where a little known path contours around the 
top. 

This is a delightful spot in a nature reserve. The path eventually 
joins the Beacon Way on the opposite ridge overlooking Talybont 

Reservoir. At the end of the ridge Tor y foel will be climbed - but 
don't worry, you are already two thirds of the way up. From there, 

we 
drop down to the canal towpath and back to Llangynidr for a well 

earned pint. 
 

 



On 27 June, Pat Thomas leads an easy 

ramble along the Little Avon, past 
Berkeley Castle and through Ham village. 

Then through a medieval deer park and 
back across meadows. There are views 

westward to The Severn and Eastward to 
the Cotswolds. 

 
Committee business 

 
The Group’s Committee met on 14 May. The Committee agreed: 

 To thank Karen O’Sullivan for her work on the very successful 
ceilidh; 

 To confirm the coach trip to the Gower on 8 July; 
 To make further efforts to persuade more members to receive 

their programmes electronically; 

 To consider using the standard website for groups that is 
being developed by Ramblers HQ, when it becomes available; 

 To bring forward to AGM, to 30 October, in the hope that this 
will make attendance more attractive. 

 
We would welcome volunteers to help to attend the Ramblers stand 

at a couple of forthcoming events: 
 The Festival of Nature on 16/17 June; and 

 A Civic Society event to launch the City Council’s Walking 
Strategy (evening of 31 July). 

Please let us know if you could help. 
 

There are also a couple of roles where we are sorely in need of 
assistance. Firstly, we need an understudy for Peter Gould to 

maintain the current website: no great technical expertise required, 

training would be provided. Secondly, we need a publicity officer, 
to ensure a more consistent flow of information to the local media 

and to libraries. If you could help in either of there capacities, we 
would love to hear from you. 

 
Environment and Planning 

  
The public inquiry into BRT (Bristol Rapid Transit) route 2 has 

started. Susan Carter will be giving evidence in support of the 
objections that we have submitted, primarily in relation to 

intrusiveness into the walking environment. 
 

Plans for further routes are now being consulted on. The South 
Bristol Link links Hengrove to the Long Ashton by-pass. BRT 3 

links Hengrove to the northern fringe of Bristol. While this level of 

investment in public transport is exciting, the routes inevitably 



affect some green spaces in the city. Details of the routes are on 

the Travel West website. If there are issues that you think we 
should be raising, please let us know. 

 
Events 

 
Nigel Andrews is leading a weekend at Church Stretton, 25-27 

August. He writes: ‘I recently enjoyed the best walk I have done 
this year outside the Lake District. Starting from Church Stretton we 

climbed steeply on to Ragleth to enjoy fine views of the Long Mynd. 
We then crossed rolling countryside to ascend Hope Bowdler Hill 

and more extensive views. Next we enjoyed a visit to Shropshire's 
oldest pub in the beautiful village of Cardington. The afternoon's 

highlight was the ascent of Caer Caradoc, from the summit of which 
could be seen many familiar hills from a different perspective 

including the Black Mountains and Hergest Ridge. 

  
You can enjoy this walk and two others if you join my Shropshire 

weekend from 25 to 27 August. All the walks start from Church 
Stretton which can be reached from Bristol by car or train in only a 

little over two hours. The walks will be at the top end of the A grade 
and will feature a variety of scenery. If you're interested please 

contact me on 0117 959 1701 to reserve a place before booking 
your own accommodation in Church Stretton.’ 

 
Member David Chalmers is organizing a group trip on the 

Waverley (the world’s last ocean-going paddle steamer) on 29 
August. The cruise departs from Clevedon at 2 pm and calls at 

Penarth before arriving at Minehead at 4.45 pm. After visiting 
Porlock Bay, it returns to Clevedon at 8.45 pm. The cost is £29 

(OAP £27). There are more details on 

www.waverleyexcursions.co.uk, or phone David on 0117 9720423.  
 

National Campaigns 
 

You may have seen that the government’s final proposals for 
changes to the national planning system included some significant, 

and generally welcome, changes from the draft proposals. There 
had been the subject of substantial lobbying by the Ramblers, 

together with other organizations with an interest in the 
countryside. 

 
The One Coast for All campaign has been pressing for firm 

delivery plans for the English Coastal Path. DEFRA has now 
published plans, which include completion of the Aust-Brean section 

in 2014/15 (see www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/coast-map5-

7_tcm6-31922.pdf). Campaigning will continue to secure the best 

http://www.waverleyexcursions.co.uk/


possible route. 

 
Access to forestry continues to be major issue. The government-

appointed Forestry Panel is due to report on 4 July. 
 

Commercial corner 
 

Two pairs of crampons (one mens & one womens) need new 
homes for free.  They are adjustable and despite being quite old are 

in very good condition (in other words not been used much!). 
Contact jillmacwilkins@googlemail.com if you are interested.  

 
You will be aware that HF Holidays are now the Ramblers 

‘recommended walking holiday provider’. Among the benefits are 
donations to the Ramblers when members take HF holidays. 

 

Also note that if you book a holiday with Ramblers Holidays, this 
Group could receive a contribution (£10 for UK holidays, £20 for 

short haul, £30 for long haul). We have registered with Ramblers 
Holidays, and the arrangement can apply to 2012 holidays that 

have already been booked, but have not yet taken place. See 
www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership. 

 
Note that this has no impact on the price you pay for the holiday. 

So if you book with Ramblers Holidays, please be sure to let them 
know that you are a Bristol Ramblers member. 

 
Remember that most of Bristol’s outdoor gear retailers give 

discounts of 10% on production of your Ramblers membership card. 
Cotswold Outdoor are the Ramblers national sponsor, and the 

discount that they offer has recently increased to 15%. And 

Taunton Leisure sponsor this local Group, and offer 20% 
reductions at their regular special events – the next is on 21 June. 

 
 

http://www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership

