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   This month’s edition includes: 

• Forthcoming walks 
• Notices 
• Committee business 
• Footpath maintenance 

• Environment and Planning issues 
• Events 
• Campaigns 
• What we did on our holidays: Everest Base Camp 

 
Forthcoming walks 
 
Margaret Ruse is leading a walk from Clifton to Tyntesfield on 4 
April. She writes: ‘A quiet, varied linear walk following part of the 
Monarch's Way and then the Gordano Round. We should see spring 
woodland flowers and, given fine weather, enjoy wide views. The 
plan is to arrive at Tyntesfield at about 1.30pm in time for a picnic 

or cafe lunch. The cafe is open to 
all, regardless of NT membership 
or willingness to pay admission 
charges to the Estate. In 
addition, everyone arriving on 
foot should be able to claim a £2-
off voucher for use in the cafe or 
shop or when paying entrance 
fees. 
  

I regret that for those who are not NT members, admission charges 
have risen somewhat over the past few years: whole property, 
including house, chapel and garden is £12.60; garden only £7.50. 
Therefore, it is important for NT Members to remember to bring 
their membership cards. The house, chapel and gardens will all be 
open, and those wishing to do so would have time to visit all of 
them before catching their return bus 354 back to central Bristol. 
Buses are half-hourly from the Battle Axes, Wraxall, until 19.00 hrs. 
The house is open until 5pm and the gardens until 6pm. Those who 
are too young to hold a bus pass would probably be advised to 
consider buying a day ticket covering Bristol Zones 1,2 and 3.’ 
 
Also on 4 April Neil Burlton is leading a trial midweek car share 
walk. Meet at the Watertower on the Downs to arrange car sharing 
and to leave at 9.30. Car drivers may have to park in Ladies Mile 
nearby. We will drive to Coaley Peak for the walk to start at 10.30. 
This B walk is 10 miles via the Cotswold way to Selsey returning via 



Woodchester Park. Note that Neil’s 
correct phone number is 
07760346453, not as in the 
programme! Picnic lunch is 
essential. 
 
Martin Summerell is leading a B 
walk on the Ridgeway on 8 April, 
Easter Sunday. ‘Avoiding any Bank 
Holiday traffic we will head east and in less than an hour we will be 
taking in the delights of the Ridgeway, reliably referred to as ‘the 
oldest continually used trackway in the world`. Waylands Smithy 
Long Barrow, Uffington Fort, White Horse Hill (the highest point in 
Wiltshire) are our morning highlights,  Lunch stop, with pub, in the 
Oxfordshire village of Uffington. A delightful selection of hamlets 
with thatched cottages pepper our return walk, with, hopefully 
Franco & his ice-cream van in attendance.’  
 
On 11 April, Mary Magro is leading a 6 mile walk in the Axbridge 
area.  The walk takes in part of the Strawberry Line, including the 
tunnel, and the summit of Shute Shelve with fabulous view over the 
Vale of Avalon, the Cheddar reservoir and Glastonbury Tor. Lunch 
will be at The Lamb in the Square from which the walk commences. 
Buses, if any, are infrequent and car parking is quite possible in the 
town: car sharing would be a good idea. 
 
On 15 April, Keith Budd is leading the B walk: ‘Ello Wellow, 
Wellow.’ From Sulis Manor, on the outskirts of Bath, we descend to 
the beautiful village of Coombe Hay. We then follow lovely, rural 
country paths, crossing streams, ridges & farmland as we make our 
way to Stoney Littleton Long Barrow. After crossing Wellow Brook, 
it's back to Wellow for lunch prior to heading home via St. Julian's 
Well & the hamlet of Twinhoe. The walk culminates with a climb 
back up towards Sulis Manor & great views overlooking the 
countryside navigated en route. 
 
Neil Burlton is leading a 5 mile B walk on 21 April, from Bridgeyate 
to Webbs Heath, Siston and Wick. Please park at rear car park 
under archway to right side of the White Hart Pub, or use Bus 635. 
Pub Lunch.  
 
 
On 22 April, Chris Holloway and Jeannie Osbourne are leading an A 
walk on the ‘milder’ part of Dartmoor. The route is mostly on good 
paths and minor roads, starting and finishing at the Warren House 
Inn, the highest pub on Dartmoor, where the fire in the bar is never 
allowed to go out (SX 674 809). 14 miles 2,200 total feet of ascent. 



Highlights include Birch Tor, Bennett’s Cross, 
Hookney Tor, Grimpound  (an ancient Bronze 
Age Settlement dating from 3,000+ years ago), 
Hambledown Tor, Widecombe in the Moor, 
Challacombe Medieval Village (Challacombe is a 
farm that is all that remains of a once extensive 
village. Settlements in the area go back to the 
Bronze Age, but it was busiest in medieval 
times when the strip or lynchet farming system 
was used, and the 19th century when there 
were operational tin mines nearby. Most of the 

buildings are now in ruins). 
  
John Wrigley and Anna Kulisa are leading the hill walk on 29 April. 
‘The Cwmdu Horseshoe Hill Walk is approximately 17 miles long 
with 5,500 feet of ascent. We will take in the summits of Pen Hir, 
the delightfully named Cockit Hill and Mynedd Troed before 
dropping steeply down to the Castle Inn (where we might be able to 
have a short break for drinks if time permits).  We then climb 
Castell Dinas before dropping down again to pick up a little used 
path which will eventually bring us to the Col at the northern end of 
the Crickhowell Horseshoe. From there we climb Pen Allt-mawr 
before descending nearly 2000ft back to Cwmdu. 
  
This walk is at the more strenuous end of the Hill Walk spectrum 
and is aimed at regular hill walkers able to maintain a good pace on 
steep ground.’ 
 
On the same day (29 April), Tony Kerr is leading a B Hill Walk with 
great views and steady climbs in fine, open country. Starting from 
the glaciated valley of the Rhiangoll river, it ascends slowly but 
surely to the summit of Waun Fach, then drops gently to the 
dramatic ridge of Y Grib. Here an 
airy descent leads to the remains of 
the prehistoric Castell Dinas hill-
fort, and on to lunch at the Castle 
Inn. Depending on the weather, the 
shorter afternoon section will either 
climb over the summit of Mynydd 
Troed or skirt the hill on its 
northern side before taking the 
level path under Mynydd Llangorse 
back to the starting-point. 
 
On 2 May, Margaret Ruse is leading a walk from Bradford-on-Avon 
to Bath: ’This is the walk which I usually lead for the Wessex 
Wanderer programme (and shall be doing so again this year on 



Wed.10 October). The advantage of joining me on 2 May is that we 
shall not need to wait for walkers arriving on a train from the 
Weymouth direction and shall be able to set off immediately on the 
arrival of our train.(Dep BTM 09.49 Weymouth train. Arr. B-on-A 
10.22). Please buy return tickets to Bradford-on-Avon, which is 
cheaper than two singles. For those who do not hold a Senior 
Railcard, it is a definite advantage to group together to buy a 
group-save ticket, either for 3 or 4 people, but you must all be 
making the same journey at the same time for this to be valid. 
  
As for the walk itself, it is moderately strenuous and hilly if you are 
to do the whole walk back to Bath. We definitely do not just follow 
the Kennet and Avon Canal the whole way back! If you do not wish 
to walk the whole 10 miles, you may leave the walk at lunchtime 
and catch a train back from Freshford after about 5 miles. We 
should have plenty of time for a leisurely lunch stop at the walker-
friendly Inn at Freshford. Alternatively, there is a good picnic spot. 
  
I shall aim to reach Bath in time for a return train to Bristol by 
17.00hrs.’ 
 
Advance Notice. The B walk on 6 May is a return visit to Dick 
Willows Cider Farm outside of Bath. However this time we will be 
exploring the countryside to the North rather than the South as last 
year. More details in May Boot. 
 
Notices 
 
The coach trip for A and B walks on the lovely south Gower coast 
will take place on 8 July – provided that there are enough advance 
bookings! Use it or lose it. Book your tickets with any member of 
the committee.  
 
If you book a holiday with Ramblers Holidays, this Group could 
receive a contribution (£10 for UK holidays, £20 for short haul, £30 
for long haul). We have registered with Ramblers Holidays, and the 
arrangement can apply to 2012 holidays that have already been 
booked, but have not yet taken place. See 
www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership. 
 
Note that this has no impact on the price you pay for the holiday. 
So if you book with Ramblers Holidays, please be sure to let them 
know that you are a Bristol Ramblers member. 
 
Christine Bowen is planning a Bank Holiday trip to Ireland, 31 
May to 5 June. Weather permitting, we will climb Carrantuohill, 
Ireland’s highest peak, and several other peaks in the Macgillycuddy 



Reeks – some over 1000m. The walking is likely to be at the 
tougher end of the A Walk / Hill Walk spectrum. The terrain is 
sometimes rocky and steep with exposure at times. If you are 
interested, contact Christine.bowen@ymail.com or 
johnanna.malverns17@blueyonder.co.uk by 10 April. 
 
Julian Carpenter would be interested in shared travel for Sunday A 
walks: he lives in Clevedon. If you would like to pursue this, please 
contact him on jcarps@live,co,uk or 01275 541773. 
 
The Group has been invited by the City Council to join a new 
Ashton Court Recreation Forum, which is being set up to discuss 
developments, issues and opportunities. It is anticipated that the 
forum would meet every six months or so. If you would be 
interested in representing the Group, or if there are issues that you 
think we should be raising, please contact 
carew.reynell@gmail.com. 
 
Committee business 
 
The Committee met on 12 March. Among the items discussed were: 

• Plans for pilot mid-week A walks for the summer programme; 
• The format for AGMs. The possibility of including walks and 

talks with the AGM was considered, but we felt that this would 
eat into the weekends of Sunday walkers, so we will stick with 
the evening meeting format. But we aim to bring it forward to 
October, when the weather may be less of an obstacle; 

• In view of the forthcoming increase in postage costs, we will 
encourage members still receiving paper programme/Avon 
Area News to switch to electronic distribution. Those who like 
paper programmes can still get them when out on walks. If 
you are in a position to influence anyone, please do! 

• Supporting the Samaritans Way South West Association in 
their efforts to get the route reinstated, at least in part, on 
Ordnance Survey maps; 

• Footpaths and Planning and Environment issues, which are 
covered elsewhere in this newsletter. 

 
We will also be reviewing the website. If you have current 
knowledge of website development or management, we would be 
grateful for your advice – please contact tony@woodclan.org.uk. 
         
Footpath Maintenance 
 
Keith Budd has received a letter of thanks from the City Council for 
the Group’s successful clearance of Footpath 262. The next 
assignment is in the offing. 



 
Environment and Planning 
 
There is still a lot going on.  
 
The public inquiry for BRT2 (the bus rapid transit route from Ashton 
Gate to Temple Meads) will start in May. There is a range of 
objections to the scheme, but while liaising with other objectors and 
making a modest financial contribution to independent scrutiny of 
the proposal, we have decided to restrict our objections to those 
relating to the scheme’s impact on walking routes. 
 
The deadline for comments on the Council’s City Centre Public 
Realm and Movement Strategy is mid-April. Although the title is 
a bit of a mouthful, this has major implications for future pedestrian 
routes in the city centre. Again, we have been liaising with other 
groups. There is information on www.livingheart.org.uk. We will 
have to decide whether we should support some of the more radical 
suggestions to improve the pedestrian environment by eliminating 
through traffic from the centre. If you have views, let us know. 
 
The City Council is also consulting until mid-May on a document 
setting out its preferred approach to the allocation of sites for 
development. The document may be found at 
http://www.bristol.gov.uk/siteallocations. If you have any 
comments, please let Susan Carter know". 
 
Events 
 
The ceilidh on 16 March was a brilliant success: sold out, and an 
excellent (and energetic) time had by all. Many thanks to Karen 
O’Sullivan for organizing it. 
 
Too late to let you know about a showing of Patience, a film about 
W.G. Sebald’s extraordinary The Rings of Saturn: it took place last 
week! Bristol’s biennial Festival of Photography is, however, 
definitely in the future: see www.bfop.org/. 
 
On 3 April, there will be a public meeting to discuss the setting up 
of a new Bristol group for the CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural 
England). The meeting will start at 7.30pm at the Horfield Quaker 
Meeting House (300 Gloucester Road), and the CPRE’s area director 
hopes that the group could become ‘a strong voice in Bristol to 
campaign for a greener city surrounded by a thriving countryside’. 
 
 
 



Campaigns 
 
The Ramblers are urging all members to sign an e-petition, One 
Coast for All, to try to maintain the momentum of work on the 
English coastal path. The petition can be accessed from the 
Ramblers website. 
 
The campaigns section of the national website also includes 
information about the Save Our Woodland Walks campaign. 
 
What we did on our holidays: Everest Base Camp 
 
Christine Bowen started walking with the Bristol Ramblers in 2010, 
as part of her preparation for a charity trek. Highlights from her 
‘reflections from the top’ have been circulated as a separate 
document. The full version contains more of Christine’s reflections 
and observations. If you would like a copy, please contact her 
(Christine.bowen@ymail.com). 
 
If you would like to share experiences from your trips, please get in 
touch. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


