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Bristol Ramblers Ceilidh 
 
Bristol Ramblers Ceilidh on Friday 16 March 2012 from 
19.30 - 23.30 at Civil Service Sports Club, Filton 
Avenue BS7 0AT.  
  
£10 per person including live band and ploughman‟s 
buffet.  
  

Tickets available from Karen O'Sullivan. Please 
send cheque and SAE to Karen O'Sullivan, 133 Filton 
Avenue, Horfield, Bristol BS7 0AT by 3 March 2012. We 
need a minimum of 60 people to make this a viable 
proposition! 
  
Karen's contact details: Landline 0117 9498832. Mobile 
07970822131. 
 
Ramblers Holidays – the Walking Partnership 



 
If you book a holiday with Ramblers Holidays, this Group 
could receive a contribution (£10 for UK holidays, £20 for 
short haul, £30 for long haul). We have registered with 
Ramblers Holidays, and the arrangement can apply to 
2012 holidays that have already been booked, but have 
not yet taken place. See 
www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership. 
Note that this has no impact on the price you pay for the 
holiday. 

 
So if you book with Ramblers Holidays, please be sure to 
let them know that you are a Bristol Ramblers member. 
 
 
Forthcoming walks 
 
On 5 February, Nigel Andrews will 
be leading an A walk in the 
Toadsmoor/Chalford area, east of 

Stroud. This pleasantly undulating 
walk starts from Frampton Mansell 
and visits Sapperton and Edgeworth 
before heading for Bisley and lunch. 
In the afternoon we meet our contractual responsibilities 
by visiting Toadsmoor and Chalford before a lovely section 
by the canal, a stream and a lake leads us to the foot of 
the climb back to the cars. We shall see a stately home, 
an old lock-up cell and a lovely mix of scenery. 
 

Susan Jarvis is leading a walk on 8 February. This will be 
a short walk along the beach at Portishead to look at 
geology, on to Battery Point, then a stroll through East 
Wood. Next we cross the marina and walk along sea wall 
to Portbury Wharf nature reserve, with the opportunity to 
use the bird hides. After walking round the reserve, it‟s 
back to Portishead and lunch/drink at the Windmill pub. 
  
Paula Canning is leading a B walk on 12 February in 
north Wiltshire. It will be an easy 10 mile walk with a 

couple of hills, focusing on Maud Heath's Causeway (come 

http://www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartnership


on the walk to learn the history).  Wiltshire villages, 
churches and a pub - what more could one ask? 
  
On 15 February, Peter Gould is leading an urban walk: 
expect the usual illuminating insights. „You may have 
followed me from Westbury Parish Church to Henbury 
before. This time, the route is different once we have 
wended back from Dark Lane to the meandering paths of 
Westbury.  Perhaps via the Canford paths where Bristol 
City Council once suggested I was promoting necrophilia? 

Don't worry: this is by daylight in early spring through a 
Tourist Trap advertised by Jane Austen in Northanger 
Abbey.‟ 
 

On 19 February, Keith Budd will 
be leading a West Mendip Wander 
(A walk). Quite an intricate and 
varied route that manages to link 
Winscombe with Crook Peak via 
Dolebury Warren. This involves 

some lesser-frequented paths and 
lanes, and skirts several villages 

along the way. We will be using parts of the West Mendip 
Way and a small portion of the Strawberry Line, and 
wandering beside the River Axe at various stages, before 
ascending Crook Peak towards the end of the day. Start 
point, for those not meeting in Gret George Street: GR 
42105762 (Winscombe village car park). 
 
Nigel Andrews will be leading an A walk on 26 February. 

Starting from Llangydnidr, we climb gradually on to the 
escarpment of Mynydd Llangynidr before desending to the 
valley of Afon Crawnon. A steep climb takes us to the foot 
of the main part of Tor y Foel but you'll have to wait until 
the afternoon to climb it as we now descend towards the 
reservoir and the village of Talybont for lunch. This is 
followed by the previously promised long climb of Tor y 
Foel from the steep side. You are then rewarded with a 
beautiful, gradual and easy descent and a gentle wind-
down along the Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal to 

complete the walk. 



 
  
Summer coach trip 
 
We are planning A and B walks on 
the lovely Gower Peninsular on 8 
July, with travel by coach. This 
will, however, only happen if 
there are enough advance 
bookings. The departure will be 

from Great George Street at 8am, 
and the estimated cost is £20 (with a discount if we fill the 
coach). Nigel‟s Gower walk in 2011 was, by common 
consent, one of the walks of the year. Both walks will be 
linear and will make the most of the south Gower coast. 
Contact any member of the committee to book your 
place.  
 
Changes to the grading of walks 
 

Nigel Andrews and Gwyneth Littlejohn, Coordinators of 
the A and B Walks Programmes, write: We have 
introduced two new grades on the programme to reflect 
potential interest in walks that might appeal to both A and 
B walkers. The new grades are defined as follows: 
 
BHW B Hill Walks are generally more strenuous than a B 
walk with elevation tackled at a slower pace than A hill 
walks. 
 

AB Moderately strenuous walks. 
 
You will see from the new programme that there are three 
BHWs – "Chartist Cave" on  25 March, “Waun Fach and 
Mynydd Troed” on 29 April and “Sugar Loaf and Table 
Mountain” on 27 May. There is an AB walk “Hills near 
Shepton Mallet” on 4 March. It is our intention to put on 
two AB walks on the next programme and we shall 
monitor attendance on these walks to gauge their 
popularity.  

 



These walks are an opportunity for B walkers to try 
something a little more challenging but should also appeal 
to those A walkers who have indicated that they would 
enjoy some slightly shorter and less strenuous walks. We 
hope that these walks will provide opportunities for some 
A and B walkers to get to know each other or to maintain 
existing friendships. 
 
There will still be a full A or hill walk nearly every Sunday, 
subject of course to sufficient walks being offered to fill 

the programme. The A walks will continue to offer a broad 
spectrum of more strenuous walks in a wide range of 
different areas. 
 
The BHW are not really new.  The B walkers have been 
walking hill walks for some time; they just haven't been 
graded as such.  The A and B walk coordinators will try to 
match the BHW against the Hill Walks (A).   
There will continue to be the normal wide range of  B 
walks, subject to offers by B walk leaders, covering the 

more strenuous B to the easier B or longer C grade walks 
that are popular. 
 
Reus Ramblers 
 
We have been contacted by a walking group from Reus, 
Spain, with a suggestion for a twinning arrangement. 
They suggest reciprocal visits, with small groups being 
hosted by members in Bristol/Reus. 
 

Reus is in Tarragona, about 100 km south of Barcelona. 
There are Ryanair flights between Bristol and Reus. The 
Parque Natural Montsant and the Muntanyes de Prades 
are to the north of Reus, and the beaches of the Costa 

Dorada and the 
culture of Tarragona 
are to the south-east. 
From the few pictures 

I can find, the walking looks fairly easy and picturesque 
rather than strenuous and spectacular. 

 



They suggest that three individuals/couples could visit 
Bristol in the summer, with return visits in the autumn or 
next spring. 
 
Inexpensive flights, different countryside (and weather), 
different culture: this must be worth thinking about. If 
you would be interested in exploring the 
possibilities, please contact carew.reynell@gmail.com.  
 
Plans for 2012 

 
The new Committee met on 9 January and agreed some 
plans for 2012: 

 The walks programme will this year include: some 
longer summer evening walks; some longer mid-
week walks; and a coach trip (see above). If you 
would be interested in leading longer evening or mid-
week walks, please let us know; 

 Footpath works: we will undertake some clearance of 
local paths and will support the Avon Area‟s efforts to 

establish a team to undertake more substantial work. 
See the message below from Keith Budd, the Group‟s 
Footpaths Secretary; 

 Social events: if the ceilidh (see above) is successful, 
we will endeavour to arrange further events; 

 Membership: we will endeavour to have a visible 
presence at more, relevant local events; 

 First aid training: if there is sufficient interest, we will 
repeat the 2010 first aid training. There would be a 
cost of about £25. If you are interested, please let 

any member of the Committee know; 
 Environment and planning issues. This will be a busy 

year – more details next month. 
 
Footpath Maintenance 
 
We are still keen to enlist the help of members in keeping 
our local footpaths in good order. Are you able to help? If 
you can spare an hour or two here and there, even as 
little as once or twice a year, it would not only be greatly 

appreciated but it might also just keep a footpath open 
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that could otherwise fall into a poor, overgrown condition 
and even possible eventual disuse! Not only that, but you 
would be upholding the most fundamental objective of 
The Ramblers, i.e. to preserve and enhance our national 
network of paths (from which we all derive so much 
pleasure and enjoyment). 
 
The work involved would be low-key clearance of nettles, 
brambles, overhanging branches and the like, doing only 
as much as you feel able to contribute to the effort. You 

would need to wear old clothing, suitable footwear, a hat, 
a pair of gauntlet-style gardening gloves if possible, and a 
pair of goggles if you have them. As for tools, we would 
welcome you bringing whatever simple hand tools you can 
manage - secateurs, shears, rakes and the like.... 
 
So, please do lend a hand if you can - in doing so you will 
benefit not only your health but also the local community. 
 
Finally, if you know of any current problems with 

footpaths in the Avon area DO let me know about them - 
you are our best source of knowledge & info on such 
matters and I can do little to rectify problems unless you 
bring them to my attention - keep me informed (Keith 
Budd, leoni.keith@gmail.com), please! 
 
Website changes 
 
The home page for the Group‟s website has been changed 
to make the walks programme more legible. If you have 

comments on this or any other aspect of the website, 
please let Tony Wood know (tony@woodclan.org.uk). 
 
The Avon Area website has also been redesigned. Have a 
look (www.avon-ramblers.org.uk), and send any 
comments to the Area Webmaster. 
 
Jim Dyer 
 
Many of you will have walked at least part of the Gordano 

Round. This walk was devised by Jim Dyer, who also 



wrote the book describing the route.  Unfortunately Jim 
died at Christmas after a long illness. Jim lived almost all 
his life in Portishead and had been chairman of Gordano 
Ramblers, the Ramblers Footpath Officer for North 
Somerset, chairman of the Gordano Society and chairman 
of North Weston parish council.  His popularity can be 
judged from the fact that at a memorial service held at 
Portishead the church was virtually full. 
 
A second edition of his book about the Gordano Round has 

recently been published by North Somerset Council. 
 
 
Immobilise.com 
 
Since recently returning from a walk to find my bike gone, 
I have been kicking myself for not doing the obvious in 
terms of recording serial number, etc. 
  
www.immobilise.com is a national police site on which you 

can record details of your property. The information is 
stored for you, but can also be used by the police to 
reunite you with your property if they come upon it. 
 
Events 
 
The Avon Area AGM will take place on Saturday 11 
February at the Working Men‟s Club, The Street, 
Radstock, BA3 3PR (GR: ST 688547). 
 

There is a Car Park belonging to the Club, and there is 
also a large Car Park at the rear of the club that can be 
accessed from Church Street. It has pedestrian access to 
The Working Men's Club in the bottom corner. 
 
Bus options can be obtained from the Traveline internet 
site. 
 
A walk of about four miles, from the front of The Working 
Men's Club, will begin at 10:30 hrs. Food will be served 

from 12:30hrs in the Working Men's Club. Meeting to 

http://www.immobilise.com/


commence at 13:30pm. 
 
There will be a lecture Can we improve public health 
by active commuting? at Bristol University‟s Wills Hall 
at 6pm on 29 February. This is the inaugural lecture by 
Ashley Cooper, the new Professor of Physical Activity and 
Public Health. We hope to include more information about 
research in this field in future editions. 
 
Commercials 

 
The publishers have recently reduced the price of the 
publication Somerville's 100 Best Walks. 
The book usually retails at £12.99, but they are offering 
copies at £3 each, with free shipping within the U.K. 
Contact carew.reynell@gmail.com if you would like a 
copy. 
 
A firm called Pedestrian Market Research Services has 
recently contacted us, seeking to recruit people to 

undertake surveys of numbers of pedestrians, at £10 an 
hour. They write that „the work requires good punctuality, 
excellent attention to detail and the ability to demonstrate 
a professional, methodical approach. It is mostly outdoors 
based and involves a considerable amount of walking, so 
a reasonable level of fitness is necessary. Access to a 
vehicle will also be useful.‟  
 
I know nothing about the company, but if you are 
interested, you are invited to email brief contact details to 

Marcus Peters on pmrs@idnet.co.uk. 
 
And now for something completely different (3) 
 

Think of one distinct area of the place 
where you live and list all the street 
names and signs that you can 
remember. Walk around the territory 
to check on the names you have 
listed. Take note of the places you 

missed out or perhaps have never 
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noticed before. 
 
(Thanks to www.mis-guide.com) 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


