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Walks Programme 

During the year, the walks programme totalled 262 walks (291 last year), including 
120 full day Sunday walks, 102 Wednesday and Saturday walks, 23 evening walks, 
15 Wessex Wanderer Walks, two Monday walks, and two coach trips, to the 
Chilterns and the Gower. The first of these was hosted by Reading Ramblers as a 
result of a contact made by Keith Budd. They were excellent hosts, providing three 
lovely walks, and we have agreed to host a reciprocal visit from them next year. In 
addition, there were trips to the Lake District and Shropshire.  

The total number of walks is down again this year. There are rarely two walks on a 
Wednesday, the number of evening walks has reduced to sometimes once a week 
instead of twice, and there are gaps in the Saturday programme. However this is still 
an enviable number and range of walks, and massive thanks are due to the walk co-
ordinators Nigel Andrews, Mike Fox, Gwyneth Littlejohn, Margaret Ruse, Margaret 
Postlethwaite, Sarah Shorter and Ikuko Wilson, and to the nearly 100 walk leaders 
for this outstanding programme. Four people led more than 10 walks, equating to a 
walk a month, while a further 34 led at least three. Leading them all was Keith Budd, 
in a league of his own, leading 23 walks and, like some others, leading walks across 
the whole of our walking programme, not just for one particular group. 

Numbers on walks have generally been healthy, and especially so on Sundays and 
Wednesdays. The initiative of putting on extra walks on some Sundays (longer A 
Walks and shorter B Walks) has continued to be successful, with increased numbers 
walking and new participants. On some Sundays, there have been three or four 
walks, increasing numbers participating. However, such a programme does depend 
on new leaders coming forward. The shorter Sunday B Walks, the Saturday Walks 
and the Wednesday Walks all need more leaders to sustain the programme. The re-
duction in the total number of walks reflects this.  

The evening programme again enjoyed high numbers during the Walking Festival, 
but at other times numbers have been patchy. However, the programme does attract 
members who find it difficult to walk at other times. 

Other activity to promote walking 

May saw the fifth Bristol Walk Fest, with a launch event at College Green on Thurs-
day April 27th. Eileen Bartlett was a member of the Steering Group which met 
monthly to guide the project. The Festival included 151walks and four events. We led 
eight popular evening walks. Bristol Ramblers was the headline sponsor, contributing 
£1,000, nearly 10% of the overall budget. 

It is likely future festivals will need to be funded by non-Council sources. The Group 
will continue to offer support although other sponsors will be needed. The aim of the 



Festival is one which the Group fully supports: to promote walking in Bristol to as 
wide an audience as possible, and to encourage people to take up the walking habit 
and get to know their city.  

The Group continues to be one of the members of Bristol Walking Alliance, a coali-
tion of groups aiming to improve the walking environment in Bristol by seeking to in-
fluence the City Council, the West of England Combined Authority and neighbour-
hood groups. Carew Reynell is our representative on the body. 

The Greater Avon Way, a long distance path from Bradford-on-Avon to Portishead 
developed by Nigel Andrews, was featured in Bristol's online magazine Bristol 24/7. 
The route follows the Avon Valley but using the hills surrounding it. It can be walked 
in three days using public transport, and details can be obtained from Nigel or from 
the Group’s website. 

The Group has taken over responsibility for maintaining the waymarking of the 
Samaritans Way, the long distance route from Bristol to Lynmouth devised by Gra-
ham Hoyle. In addition, the Group continues to be responsible for the waymarking of 
the Triangular Walk, Bristol South Circular and the Alan Burton Memorial Walk. 

The Group were also the subject of an article in the BBC's Countryfile magazine and 
great fun was had in trying to identify the members described. 

Footpath Issues  

The Group is represented on the Public Rights of Way Liaison Group by Keith Budd. 
A key issue has been the impact of City Council budget reductions. In addition, there 
has been one case which relates to the inclusion of a 'historical' right of way on the 
definitive map. This is proving to be legally complex. 

Otherwise the main issue has been the need to reroute and  waymark changes to 
the South Bristol Circular in the Ashton Court and Highridge areas as a result of the 
new South Circular Link Road and Metrobus. This has been admirably carried out by 
Tony Parsons. 

Looking to the future, the Group will need to check waymarking for the Samaritans 
Way. Members interested in helping are invited to contact Keith Budd. 

Consultation is currently taking place on the English Coastal Path route between 
Aust and Bream Down. Aust will of course be the start/finish of the Path. Within the 
Avon area, Severnside Ramblers have an active involvement in this. 

 A reminder that the 2026 deadline for the inclusion of ‘historical’ (as opposed to ‘us-
age’) rights of way on the definitive map is approaching. Anyone who is aware of any 
such paths should contact Peter Gould. 



Environment and Planning  

Susan Carter has continued to deal with environment and planning issues in Bristol 
through membership of the Avon Area Environment and Planning Committee, which 
she chairs. The most important issue this year has been further consultation on the 
West of England Joint Spatial Plan and associated Joint Transport Study. The Plan 
will determine where the demand for new housing will be met in the four participating 
local authorities (Bristol, Bath and North East Somerset, North Somerset and South 
Gloucestershire). The Ramblers' response in December stressed the need for set-
tlement patterns where people can lead healthy lives and where walking plays a key 
part. All the consultation responses are now being considered. We are concerned 
about the apparent emphasis on major capital transport projects and long-distance 
commuting, rather than on promoting healthy lifestyles and encouraging walking. A 
further round of consultation is expected shortly. Meanwhile the costs of Metrobus 2 
(the route from Long Ashton to Temple Meads) have risen to levels way beyond 
those predicted by objectors (including the Group) at the Public Inquiry in 2012. 

Susan has continued to represent the Group on the Neighbourhood Planning Net-
work and Living Heart (which seeks to reduce through traffic in the city). There are 
two major emerging Bristol issues: Bristol's Mayor Marvin Rees has commissioned 
more work on transport including an underground railway; and consultation on a re-
vision of Bristol's local plan is expected this autumn. 

Apart from involvement in these strategic planning issues, both the Group and Area 
objected to an application by Bristol Zoo to use the Downs as a car park in peak pe-
riods for another three years. Permission was granted after the Zoo gave assurances 
that it would not apply again although these were hedged by references to the public 
transport situation in three years. 

The Group has also supported a campaign expressing concerns about the implica-
tions of the Council’s plan to massively reduce net spending on parks and open spa-
ces. 

Group Membership and Publicity 

Membership was 735 at the end of the year, a fall from last year's 745. This is a con-
tinuation of the slow decline in membership seen in recent years.  However, we wel-
comed 76 new members and 6 reinstated members during the year. And active par-
ticipation as measured by the numbers on our walks remains very high. 

Activity to promote the Group has included: 

• Attendance at the Redland May Fair and the launch of the Walking Festival; 

• Inclusion of our evening walks in the Walking Festival, which did produce several 
new members; 

• Distribution of publicity material to local libraries, the Tourist Information Office, 
sports centres and outdoor gear retailers; 



• Inclusion on the Active Bristol and BCC websites.  

Thanks to all who have helped with this. 

The Group's website is well used and the change to draw information from the na-
tional Ramblers website has worked well. This has now been used for putting our 
Walks Programme online. Tony Parsons continues to update the website and over 
the year has added other new features making it more useful to members.  

Tony Kerr has done an excellent job maintaining the Group’s Flickr site. There are 
now approaching 20,000 photos on the site recording walks over the last seven 
years. However Tony has now looking to stand down, and it is hoped that a member 
will come forward to maintain this useful source of publicity. 

Our Facebook Group now numbers 423 members and has amassed 4,000 photos. 
The majority of posts are photos of our walks and members' individual walking ad-
ventures. Very few posts have had to be removed (almost exclusively for business 
adverts). Please keep the posts coming. Thanks are due to Wendy Britton for main-
taining the page. 

The e-Boot continues to be produced on a monthly basis and circulation exceeds 
400, including much more than half the membership. Many thanks to Carew Reynell 
for continuing to produce this, and to ‘Guest Editors’ Tony Parsons and Gwyneth Lit-
tlejohn for when Carew is away. 

The two main social events of the year were another very enjoyable ceilidh, once 
again ably organised by Karen O’Sullivan, and an equally enjoyable skittles evening 
organised by Julian Butter. 

Finance  

The Accounts are set out in the Treasurer’s report. The current policy of HQ and 
Area to Group finances should be noted: this is that reserves need to be run down 
before further contributions are approved. At this stage, we do not know the outcome 
of the appeal by Area against last year's zero allocation, nor what will be granted 
from its bid for the new financial year. 

Chair’s Conclusion 

In terms of its active membership, continuing numbers of new members and the ex-
tent of its Walks Programme, the Group remains healthy and can look forward posi-
tively to the future. But as I said last year, all this activity comes through the voluntary 
efforts of many of our members. While acknowledging and thanking them, can I urge 
those of you who are not so involved to become so and help the Group continue to 
prosper. 



Walk Leaders 2016/17 
Nigel Andrews        

Jill Barrand     

Jan Barrow     

Jill Bird     

Beverley Bleasdale  

Hugh Bond 

Derek Bones 

Kay Borman    

Julie Boston        

Wendy Britton    

Alan Brooker     

Keith Budd   

Julian Butter     

Paula Cannings         

Susan Carter  

Fiona Cresswell 

Geraldine Cruikshank  

Rosemary Dan 

Geoff Daniels 

Gill Davies    

Les Davison    

Diane Blackmore   

Janet Deverell 

Stephen Draper  

Chris Dring   

Brian Drummond 

Brian Edwards     

Sue Finney 

Mike Fox     

Peter Gould   

Bridget Gregory     

Roger Griffiths  

Joy Harrison  

Peter Hobbs   

Chris Holloway    

Graham and Lorraine 
Hoyle      

Patsy Hudson   

Lesley Insall   

Maureen Johnson  

Susan Jarvis  

Tony Kerr   

Anna Kulisa   

Ann Light  

Gwyneth Littlejohn 

Reg Lonergan  

Ben MacKay     

Margaret Marsh  

Mandy Macdonald   

Mary Magro    

Audrey Norman 

Dave Osbourne 

Jeannie Osborne     

Julie Parry   

Tony Parsons   

David Pingstone   

Sylvia Popham 

Margaret Postlethwaite  

Andrew Ransome 

Yvonne Read  

Richard Redding  

Carew Reynell   

Clive Richardson     

Margaret Ruse   

Chris Sanders 

Phil Selby 

Andy Sears       

Sarah Shorter    

Angela and David 
Stansbie 

Andy Steward   



Gordon Stillman  

Martin Summerell  

Mikkiko Tando 

Pat Thomas 

Heather Toyne 

Dave Webber  

Julie Westgarth  

Maggie Wilcox  

Janet Wood   

Malin and Tony Wood  

John Wrigley   

Sue Young   

Carol and Judith 

Jane and Margaret 

Laura and Steph    

Margaret and Jan     

Pat & Val  

Peter and Julie 

and apologies to any 
who have been missed 

                                                                                                                               


