
 

 

BRISTOL RAMBLERS ANNUAL REPORT 2015-16 

Walks Programme 

During the year the walks programme totalled 291 walks (326 last year), including 

129 full day Sunday walks, 111 Wednesday and Saturday walks, 29 evening walks, 

22 Wessex Wanderer Walks, and two coach trips to the SW Coastal Path in North 

Devon and Dartmoor. In addition, there were weeks away in the Peak District and 

Snowdonia. The number of walks is slightly down this year. There are rarely two 

walks on a Wednesday and the number of evening walks has reduced to sometimes 

once a week instead of twice. However this is still an enviable number of walks and 

massive thanks are due to the walk coordinators Nigel Andrews, Mike Fox, Gwyneth 

Littlejohn, Margaret Ruse, Sarah Shorter and Ikuko Wilson, and to the nearly 80 walk 

leaders for this outstanding programme. 

Numbers on walks have generally been healthy and especially so on Sundays and 

Wednesdays. The initiative of putting on extra walks on some Sundays (longer A 

Walks and shorter B Walks) has been successful with increased numbers walking 

and new participants. On some Sundays therefore there have been 3 or 4 walks yet 

numbers on all have been good. However, such a programme does depend on new 

leaders coming forward. The shorter Sunday B Walks, the Saturday Walks and the 

Wednesday Walks all need more leaders to sustain this programme. The reduction 

in the total number of walks reflects this.  

The one exception to large numbers is the evening programme. During the Walking 

Festival numbers on these walks were very high but many participants were non 

members. Numbers then tailed off, but the committee feel the programme should 

continue as it attracts members who find it difficult to walk at other times. 

Other activity to promote walking 

May saw the fourth Bristol Walking Festival taking place, with a repeat of the 

Compass walk to launch the festival on Thursday 28th April. The Group was one of 

the Council's lead partners, contributing £1000 for publicity and providing much 

needed voluntary help in particular from Eileen Bartlett and Keith Budd. The Festival 

included 173 walks and 4 events delivered by 64 organisations and 3 individuals. It is 

estimated that there were 3200 unique walker participants. The walks and events 

covered a great variety of distances and locations. Our main contribution to the 

Festival walks was our evening walks programme, which proved very popular, along 

with walks provided by some of our regular Wednesday and Saturday walk leaders. 

Planning is underway for 2017, and the Group continues to be represented by Eileen 

who has put much effort into this. Next year the Group hopes, with the support of 

leaders, to contribute a wider variety of walks. The aim of the Festival is one which 

the Group fully supports: to promote walking in Bristol to as wide an audience as 



 

 

possible, and to encourage people to take up the walking habit and get to know their 

city.  

The Group also participated in the national Big Pathwatch, and sterling efforts by 

many members resulted in 100% of Bristol ‘squares’ being covered. Bristol City 

Council responded positively, within the constraints of available resources, to 

problems identified by the Pathwatch surveys. 

Early in 2016, the Group became one of the founding members of Bristol Walking 

Alliance, a coalition of groups aiming to improve the walking environment in Bristol 

by seeking to influence the City Council and Neighbourhood Partnerships.  

The Group will in future take over responsibility for maintaining the waymarking of 

the Samaritans Way, the long distance route from Bristol to Lynmouth devised by 

Graham Hoyle.  

A walk leader training session was put on for five people, and the Committee is 

considering other possible training activities and would welcome suggestions.  

Finally the Alan Burton Memorial Walk has now been waymarked with its distinctive 

logo and was inaugurated on May 14th this year. 

Footpath Issues 

The Group is represented on the Public Rights of Way Liaison Group by Keith Budd. 

A key issue has been the impact of City Council budget reductions. Staffing levels 

have been reduced, and too much scarce resource seems to be lost to bureaucracy 

and process. Nonetheless, working relations are positive, and we are seeking to 

temper the Council’s tendency to resort to tarmac, rather than more imaginative ‘rus 

in urbe’ solutions, and its ambivalence about some pedestrian activity on some 

estates. 

The 2026 deadline for the inclusion of ‘historical’ (as opposed to ‘usage’) rights of 

way on the definitive map is, on the glacial timescales for such things, impending. 

We are aware of one case, which is mired in legal obfuscation. 

Environment and Planning  

Susan Carter has continued to deal with environment and planning issues in Bristol 
through membership of the Avon Area Environment and Planning Committee, which 
she chairs. The most important issue this year has been the initial consultation on 
the West of England Joint Spatial Plan and associated Joint Transport Study. The 
Plan will determine where the demand for new housing will be met in the four 
participating local authorities (Bristol, Bath and North East Somerset, North 
Somerset and South Gloucestershire). The Ramblers' response stressed the need 
for settlement patterns where people can lead healthy lives and where walking plays 
a key part. All the consultation responses are now being considered and a first draft 
plan is expected in November.  
 



 

 

There have been a couple of issues relating to the use of the Downs: 
 • Stone bridge for pedestrians and cyclists across Bridge Valley Road. 
We supported this in principle and it was given planning permission. Now the 
promoters will need to raise funds; 
 • Downs Place and Movement Strategy. Council officers prepared a first 
draft of this for the Downs Committee. It is intended mainly to improve provision for 
cyclists. We have asked to be included in any subsequent consultations. 
  
Susan has continued to represent us on a number of co-ordinating groups: the 
Neighbourhood Planning Network; Living Heart; and the Sustainable Travel Group. 
 
Group Membership and Publicity 
 
Membership was 745 at the end of the year a fall on last year's 782 and a 

continuation of the slow decline in membership seen in recent years.  However it is 

worth noting that, judging by participation in our walks programme, our active 

membership remains high and there continues to be a welcome addition of new 

active walkers.  

Activity to promote the group has included: 

• Attendance at the Redland May Fair and the launch of the Walking Festival; 

• Inclusion of our Evening walks in the Walking Festival, which did produce several 

new members; 

• Distribution of publicity material to local libraries, the Tourist Information Office, 

sports centres and outdoor gear retailers; 

• Inclusion on the Active Bristol and BCC websites.  

Thanks to all who have helped with this. 

The Group's website is well used and the change to using the national website has 

worked well. This has now been used for putting our Walks Programme online. 

There were about 20,000 visits to the website during the year 

Tony Kerr continues to do an excellent job maintaining the Group’s Flickr site. There 

are now more than 700 albums of photos on the site recording walks over the last six 

years. 

Our Facebook Group now numbers 234 members, not only attracting interest in and 

membership of our real 'BRG' but also serving as a repository for excellent photos 

and snapshot memories of our walks. Thanks are due to Wendy Britton for 

maintaining this. 

The e-Boot continues to be produced on a monthly basis and circulation exceeds 

430, now including more than half the membership. Many thanks to Carew Reynell 



 

 

for continuing to produce this, and to ‘Guest Editor’ Tony Parsons for when Carew is 

away. 

The main social event of the year was another very enjoyable ceilidh, once again 

ably organised by Karen O'Sullivan. In December, there will be another skittle 

evening organised by Julian Butter. 

Finance 

The Accounts have been presented separately by the Treasurer but the current 

policy of HQ and Area to Group finances should be noted. The Charities 

Commission require charities to keep only a certain amount of funds in reserve and 

Ramblers were found to exceed that amount. Much of that money is with Area and 

Local groups and that applies both to Avon Area and the Bristol Group. Area can 

only reduce its reserves once groups have so for the moment no funds are being 

given to those groups such as Bristol until such time as their reserves have fallen to 

the correct level. We have been assured by Area that once that happens our budget 

requests will be met including the support given to the Bristol Walking Festival. 

Chair’s Conclusion 

In terms of its active membership , continuing numbers of new members and the 

extent of its Walks Programme the Group remains healthy and can look forward 

positively to the future. But as I said last year, all this activity comes through the 

voluntary efforts of many of our members. While acknowledging and thanking them, 

can I urge those of you who are not so involved to become so and help the Group 

continue to prosper. 

 

Walk Leaders 2015/16

Nigel Andrews        

Jill Barrand     

Jan Barrow     

Jill Bird     

Margaret Blake     

Beverley Bleasdale  

Hugh Bond 

Derek Bones 

Kay Borman    

Julie Boston        

Wendy Britton    

Alan Brooker     

Keith Budd   

Neil Burlton     

Julian Butter     

Paula Cannings         

Susan Carter  

Geraldine Cruikshank  

Laura Daiper             

Stephen Draper  

Chris Dring   

Brian Edwards     

Mike Fox     

Peter Gould   

Bridget Gregory     

Roger Griffiths     

Geoff Harris     



 

 

Chris Holloway         

Patsy Hudson   

Lesley Insall   

Maureen Johnson  

Susan Jarvis  

Tony Kerr   

Anna Kulisa   

Maureen Lambert   

Ann Light  

Gwyneth Littlejohn 

Reg Lonergan  

Ben MacKay     

Margaret Marsh  

Mandy Macdonald   

Mary Magro    

Bob Mills   

Bill Moore  

Judith Moore  

Jeannie Osborne     

Julie Parry   

Tony Parsons   

David Pingstone   

Margaret Postlethwaite  

Yvonne Read  

Richard Redding  

Carew Reynell   

Clive Richardson     

Margaret Ruse   

Chris Sanders 

Margrid Schindler   

Andy Sears       

Sarah Shorter    

Angela & David Stansbie 

Andy Steward   

Gordon Stillman  

Martin Summerell  

Jean Waller   

Dave Webber  

Julie Westgarth  

Mike & Maggie Wilcox     

John Wrigley     

Steph        

Pat & Val  

Diane   

and apologies to any 

who have been missed

 

                                                                                                                               

 

 


