
Bristol Ramblers 
Annual Report 2013/14 !
Walks programme !
During the year, the Group’s programme included 305 walks (293 last 
year), including 109 full-day Sunday walks, 121 Wednesday and 
Saturday walks, 35 evening walks, Avon Area and Wessex Wanderer 
walks, and two coach trips. Massive thanks are due to the Walk 
Coordinators and to nearly 100 walk leaders for maintaining this 
outstanding programme. Specific reference must be made to 
Margaret Ruse, who managed to increase the scale of the Wednesday 
programme to compensate for the winding-up of Avon Area 
(Wednesday) walks. !
One highpoint was the return of a party from CAI Lucca. The visitors 
enjoyed Bristol and environs in perfect summer weather. !
May saw the second Bristol Walking Festival, extended to cover the 
whole month. The Group was the City Council’s lead partner in this. 
There were over 140 walks, with great variety of themes, distances 
and locations. The aim of the Festival is to promote leisure walking in 
Bristol to as wide an audience as possible, to encourage people to 
take up the walking habit and to get to know the city more. Planning 
is now underway for the 2015 Festival, in the year when Bristol will 
be European Green Capital. !
While numbers on walks are generally healthy, the experiment with 
half-day walks on Sundays has not taken off, so it is intended that 
they will be dropped from the programme. Attendance at some 
evening walks has also been limited, so the number of walks is likely 
to reduce in 2015. !
Footpaths issues !
Peter Gould has continued to act as the Area Footpath Secretary. 
After three years as Chair of the Public Rights of Way Liaison Group,  
a very useful body that allows for vigorous debate with the Highway 
Authority, Peter has handed over to Chris Bloor from the Open Spaces 
Society and, to make room for Keith Budd as the 
Ramblers representative, he will now represent the Civic Society 
instead.  !
The most important issue this year has been the severe reduction of 
staff in the BCC  Public Rights of Way Section.  The duties remain the 
same – which we should not allow the higher echelons to forget - but 



there are only two part time officers  to carry them out, and they are 
due to retire. 
  
A benign effect of reduced budgets seems to be a cessation of gating 
orders. 
  
The Yellow Brick Road – put forward as a quick fix for pedestrian  
access between Old Market and Temple Meads Station - may still be a 
fix but not a quick one. It has been subsumed into a more grandiose 
scheme that seems to be stalled.  !
With the changes to arrangements within the City Council, there has 
been little activity on path maintenance and clearance this year. !
However, the Group has supported the path warden teams in other 
parts of the Avon Area, and these provide opportunities for members 
interested in more ‘heavy duty’ works. !
The condition of the Monarch’s Way at Avon Meads continues to be a 
serious cause of concern, despite our best efforts. !
Taking the long view, two members have offered to help research 
paths that might be claimed on “historic” as opposed to “user”  
evidence. 2026, by when such claims must be made, is not so very 
far away. A useful text book Rights of Way: Restoring the Record is  
available. !
Planning and Environment issues !
The principal issue during the year has again been Metrobus Rapid 
Transit. While investment in public transport is generally to be 
welcomed, these particular proposals represent a threat to various 
walking environments, with little net benefit. The Group has 
participated in the Alliance to Rethink Metrobus and the ‘white 
elephant’ campaign. !
The Group has continued to be an active member of the Living Heart 
coalition, the Neighbourhood Planning Network, and Bristol Civic 
Society’s Public Spaces Group. We have continued to respond to 
Council consultation documents, most recently a revised draft Central 
Area Plan, directly or through these groups. We have also contributed 
to planning for European Green Capital year. !
Membership and publicity !
Membership was 767 at the end of the year (773 last year).  



!
Activity to promote the Group has included: 

• Attendance at the Redland May Fair, the Festival of Nature, and 
the launch of the Walking Festival; 

• Distribution of publicity material to local libraries, the Tourist 
Information Office, sports centres and outdoor gear retailers; 

• Inclusion on the Active Bristol and BCC websites. !
Thanks to all who have contributed to this.  !
The Group’s website is being well used. The site 
(www.bristolramblers.org.uk) uses the template supported by the 
Ramblers nationally, and presents a much more professional 
appearance while being easier to maintain than the previous site. 
Visits average about 15,000 per annum. Tony Kerr also continues to 
manage the photographs: there are now more than 11,000 pictures 
on the Group’s Flickr site.  !
Wendy Britton has also established a Facebook group, which is being 
increasingly well used. !
The eBoot has been produced on a monthly basis, and circulation now 
exceeds 300. !
There was a number of very enjoyable social activities during the 
year, including: a skittles evening in St Werburgh’s; a ceilidh; and a 
summer social cruise on the Floating Harbour. Thanks to  Christine 
Bowen, Karen O’Sullivan and Julian Carpenter for organising these. !
Finance !
The annual accounts are elsewhere on the agenda. Administrative 
costs have continued to fall, and it has been possible to further 
reduce the Group’s call on central funds for 2014/15 to the national 
(formulaic) ‘basic amount’. Postage costs, in particular, are being 
contained: with electronic distribution and hand delivery by 
volunteers (whose help is very much appreciated), only about a 
quarter of programmes are now delivered by post. !
We contributed £1,000 to publicity costs for the Walking Festival, and 
intend to do the same again in 2015. We still hold funds in the 
Projects Account, and if members have suggestions for the use of 
these funds, please let us know. !
Conclusion !

http://www.bristolramblers.org.uk


The Group’s core activities are in good health. However, the 
continuing gradual decline in membership remains a cause of 
concern. Word of mouth is undoubtedly the most effective form of 
advertising, so please ‘sell’ the Ramblers to friends and neighbours.  !
Walk leaders in 2013/14 !
Sue Allen 
Nigel Andrews 
Jill Barrand 
Eileen Bartlett 
Margaret Blake & 
Jan Barrow 
Jill Bird 
Beverly Bleasdale 
Hugh Bond 
Derek Bones 
Julie Boston 
Wendy Britton 
Alan Brooker 
Keith Budd 
Neil Burlton 
Julian Butter 
Paula Cannings 
Sarah Cleave 
Jeanie Copland 
Geraldine 
Cruikshank 
Laura Daiper 
Rosemary Dan 
Gill Davies 
Nigel deBray 
Stephen Draper 
Dan Evans 
David Evans 
Sue Finney & Roger 
Guck 

Mike Fox 
Geoff Harris 
Joy Harrison 
Chris Holloway & 
Jeannie Osbourne 
Patsy Hudson 
Kate Gocher  
Peter Gould 
Jim Grant 
Roger Griffiths 
Val Ingram & Sue 
Frizzle 
Lesley Insall  
Susan Jarvis 
Maureen Johnson 
Tony & Caye Kerr 
Anna Kulisa  
Maureen Lambert  
Gwyneth Littlejohn 
Reg Lonegan 
Clive & Eve Loring 
Mandy Macdonald 
Ben Mackay 
Betty Maidment 
Mary Magro 
Roy Mathias 
Alan McLeod 
Bob Mills 
Mike Osborn 
Julie Parry 

Sarah Pearce 
Tony Parsons 
David Pingstone 
Margaret 
Postlethwaite 
Carew Reynell 
Anne Richards 
Clive Richardson 
Margaret Ruse 
John Sheridan & 
Hugh Padfield  
Chris Sanders 
Margrid Schindler 
Phil Selby 
Sarah Shorter 
Val Spence & Pat 
Thomas 
Sandra Stead 
Andy Steward 
Gordon Stillman 
Martin Summerell 
Meryl Till 
Jean Waller 
Dave Webber 
Maggie & Mike 
Wilcox 
Mike & Sue Wilde 
John Wrigley 

!
and a few ‘anon’. Apologies for any omissions, and thanks to all. 


