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Walks programme 

 

During the year, the Group’s programme included 293 walks (303 

last year), including Avon Area and Wessex Wanderer walks. In 
addition, there were group trips to the Cotswolds, mid-Wales (two), 

Northern Ireland and the Yorkshire Dales, and two coach trips to the 

Devon coast. 

  
Thanks are due to the Walk Coordinators, nearly 100 walk leaders 

and the organisers of the trips for maintaining this outstanding 

programme. Particular mention must be made of Gwyneth Littlejohn, 

who has made a massive contribution as walk leader and coordinator 
of B walks and evening walks. She has now passed on the B walk 

coordination role to Ikuko Wilson. 

 

The year saw the first Bristol Walking Festival. The aim of the Festival 

was to promote leisure walking in Bristol to as wide an audience as 
possible with the objective of encouraging people to take up the 

walking habit and to get to know the city more; this to be achieved 

by offering a spectrum of walks with a broad appeal delivered by 

Walk for Health Bristol, partner organisations and individuals. In all 
there were 27 organisations or individuals who led the 42 walks over 

the 5 May to 12 May period - Bristol Ramblers led five of these.  In 

addition there were a further 13 guided walks on the day of the 

Walks Fair. The 2013 Walking Festival has provided a solid base on 
which to build next year's festival which will take place 26 April to 27 

May 2014. Ideas for contributions to this would be welcome. 

 

Four members undertook an abridged version of the walk leader 

training course, and they are already contributing to the walks 
programme. 

 

Footpaths issues 

 
Liaison with the City Council has continued, and a number of potential 

footpath clearance jobs have recently been identified. In addition, a 

small group of volunteers carried out a complete re-signing (in both 

directions) of the Triangle and South Circular walks. 
 

The Group also supported the establishment of path warden teams in 

other parts of the Avon Area, and these provide opportunities for 

members interested in more ‘heavy duty’ works. 
 



The condition of the Monarch’s Way at Avon Meads continues to be a 

serious cause of concern, despite our best efforts. 

 
Peter Gould has continued to act as the Area Footpath Secretary and 

as Chair of the Bristol Public Rights of Way Group. 

 

At the end of last year, an obstruction on a path between Sylvan Way 
and Sea Mills had been overlooked by BCC’s contractors for months. 

Following the threat of legal action, the obstruction was cleared.  

BCC, of its own accord, also improved the slithery slope off  Sylvan 

Way, with steps.  
 

A few other complaints, usually identified through the vigilance of 

Tony Parsons, have been raised with BCC. Furthermore, BCC is about 

to restore the path at Clay Bottom which was closed after a landslip 
some years ago. Routes over the Trym at Sea Mills and across a 

recreation ground off Henbury Hill are under discussion. 

 

Alley gating is still an issue in Bristol. Pragmatically, we do not 

contest proposals where the paths neither connect with other paths 
nor lead to a place of public resort. On the other hand, a laudable 

scheme to improve and promote Leonard’s Lane was subject to a 

proposed gate. This has been strongly opposed by parties including 

local traders and St Stephens Church. We also support The Open 
Spaces Society in pursuing an unlawful gating at Dovercourt Road 

and Alderman Martin in keeping a gating in Hartcliffe  in the official 

mind.  

 
Through the Public Rights of Way Liaison Group, Peter has raised the 

matter of the quiet annexation of back alleys such as  All Saints Court  

and  St Vincents Hill, and has pressed for details of the plans to 

ameliorate damage to the PRoW network inflicted by South Bristol 

Link Road  within the City. His proposed signed walking route 
between Old Market Road and Temple Meads is scheduled for  

implementation this year. 

   

Planning and Environment issues 
 

The principal issues during the year were Metrobus Rapid Transit 

routes and the Zoo’s use of part of the Downs for parking. The 

Group’s opposition to the proposed Harbourside route for BRT2 
contributed to the Mayor’s decision to change the route. There remain 

concerns about the implications for walkers of some of the routes. 

The Group has submitted objections to the South Bristol Link Road, 

and is maintaining a watching brief on other routes, together with 
Ramblers’ representatives for adjoining areas. 

 



The City Council approved continued use of the Downs for Zoo 

parking, despite the objections of the Ramblers and a number of 

other organisations. But the extension was limited to three years, 
rather than the five requested, and was for a reducing number of 

days per year.  

 

The Group remains an active member of the Living Heart coalition, 
the Neighbourhood Planning Network, and Bristol Civic Society’s 

Public Spaces Group. We have continued to respond to Council 

consultation documents, most recently a revised draft Central Area 

Plan, directly or through these groups. 
 

Bristol’s selection as European Green Capital for 2015 presents 

opportunities to promote walking and facilities for walking. We are 

working with a number of other groups to try to capitalize on this. 
 

Membership and publicity 

 

Membership was 781 at the end of the year (814 last year).  

 
Activity to promote the Group has included: 

• Attendance at the Redland May Fair, the Festival of Nature, and 

the Walk Fair; 

• Distribution of publicity material to local libraries, the Tourist 
Information Office, sports centres and outdoor gear retailers; 

• Inclusion on the Active Bristol and BCC websites. 

 

Thanks to all who have contributed to this.  
 

A new Group website was launched, largely thanks to the efforts of 

Tony Kerr. The new site (www.bristolramblers.org.uk) uses the 

template supported by the Ramblers nationally, and presents a much 

more professional appearance while being easier to maintain than the 
previous site. Visits average about 15,000 per annum. Tony also 

continues to manage the photographs: there have been more than 

50,000 views of pictures on the Flickr site.  

 
The eBoot has been produced on a monthly basis, and circulation has 

risen to about 300. 

 

There was an increase in the number of social activities, including: 
pre-Christmas drinks on Harbourside; a ceilidh organized by Karen 

O’Sullivan; and a quiz night arranged by Julian Carpenter. These 

events were much enjoyed by those who participated. A skittles 

evening will take place on 30 November. 
 

Finance 



 

The annual accounts are elsewhere on the agenda. Administrative 

costs have continued to fall, and it has been possible to reduce the 
Group’s call on central funds by about 40% for 2013/14. Postage 

costs, in particular, have been substantially reduced: what with 

electronic distribution and hand delivery by volunteers (whose help is 

very much appreciated), only about a quarter of programmes are 
now delivered by post. 

 

Conclusion 

 
The Group’s core activities are in good health and there has been 

progress in the areas identified as priorities at the start of the year 

(electronic communication; footpath works and signage; the 

experimental longer evening walks and mid-week A walks; coach 
trips; social events). However, the continuing gradual decline in 

membership is a cause of concern. Word of mouth is undoubtedly the 

most effective form of advertising, so please ‘sell’ the Ramblers to 

friends and neighbours.  

 
 


