
Bristol Ramblers
Annual Report 2011/12

Walks programme

During the year, the Group’s programme included 303 walks (292 last 
year). This included Avon Area and Wessex Wanderer walks. In 
addition, there were group trips to Stow on the Wold, the Eastern 
Fells of the Lake District, Minehead, Macgillycuddy’s Reeks, the 
Shropshire Hills, and Pembrokeshire, and a coach trip to Gower.
 
Thanks are due to Walk Coordinators, nearly 100 walk leaders and 
the organisers of the trips for maintaining this outstanding 
programme. 

During the summer, we persevered with Sunday half-day walks and 
experimented with some longer evening walks and mid-week A 
walks. Numbers were not enormous, reflecting adverse weather, but 
were enough to suggest that there is a demand for such walks, so it 
is intended to do the same in 2013.

The Group participated in the Ramblers’ national Festival of Winter 
Walks, Get Walking for the Olympics and Walk in the Woods Week.

Footpaths issues

Work was done by volunteer work parties on a footpath in Fishponds 
and on part of the Monarch’s Way. A positive relationship has been 
developed with the City Council, and it is hoped that more of the 
same will be done in 2013.

The Group also supported the establishment of path warden teams in 
other parts of the Avon Area, and these provide opportunities for 
members interested in more ‘heavy duty’ works.

Peter Gould has continued to act as Bristol’s Footpath Officer for the 
Ramblers’ Avon Area. We were consulted about several development 
schemes that caused no alarm. A Gating Policy Document against 
which all future gating in Bristol will be judged, has now been signed. 
We did not object to a new scheme in a St Pauls cul-de-sac, but we 
are still pressing for the removal of unlawful gates erected by a 
council department.

Problems on the network that are being worked on include the 
mysterious removal of Triangle waymarks at Badock’s Wood, 
obstruction of The Drum at Bishopworth, and knotweed near the 
Portway. Two other complaints forwarded to the City Council were 



investigated and – quite rightly - dismissed as invalid. Unfortunately 
a complaint about the path between Sylvan Way and Sea Mills, 
unresolved since May, seems to be heading for an HA130A order.

On the positive side, the exceptionally long running dispute at Sneyd 
Park  Cavendish  Gardens,  has  now  been  compromised,  and  the 
riverside paths (Monarch’s Way at Netham and the Severnside Link), 
though not  perfect,  are  established and in better  order  than they 
have been for years.

Planning and Environmental issues

The Group commented on some major transport and planning 
proposals:

! Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Schemes. We maintained our 2010 
objections to BRT2 (from the Long Ashton Park-and –Ride to 
the City Centre) at a public inquiry. We have expressed 
preliminary concerns about the impact of BRT3 (from the North 
Fringe to Hengrove), on which there will be more detailed 
consultation;

! Draft Central Area Action Plan and Public Realm and Movement 
Framework. We found much to support in these visionary City 
Council documents. We are mainly concerned about how they 
will be put into practice.

Our opposition to BRT2 brought us into contact with a large number 
of environmental organisations. We have worked particularly closely 
with cycling groups. We also remained active members of the Living 
Heart coalition, the Neighbourhood Planning Network, and Bristol 
Civic Society’s Public Spaces Group.

Membership and publicity

Membership was 814 at the end of the year (825 last year). Numbers 
appear to have stabilized, after a period of reductions (which may 
have been partly attributable to changes in national reporting 
arrangements). 

Activity to promote the Group has included:
! Attendance at the Festival of Nature, Walk for Life, a John Muir 

Trust gathering, a Civic Society event, and a Hewlett Packard 
event;

! Local publicity linked to national Ramblers events and our 
comments on local planning issues;

! Publicity material at local libraries, the Tourist Information 
Office, Cotswold Outdoor and Taunton Leisure;

! Inclusion on the Active Bristol website.



Thanks are due to all who contributed to this. 

Peter Gould has kindly continued to manage the website, and the 
home page has been improved with Tony Parsons’ assistance. Visits 
average about 15,000 per annum. Tony Kerr continues to manage the 
photographs: there have been more than 50,000 views of pictures on 
the Flickr site. 

The eBoot has been produced on a monthly basis, and circulation has 
risen to about 280.

Karen O’Sullivan organized a very successful ceilidh in March, and we 
hope that this event will be repeated in 2013.

Finance

The annual accounts are elsewhere on the agenda. Parsimony 
continues to be the watchword, and administrative costs have been 
reduced by measures such as holding meetings in premises that do 
not charge. Postage costs, in particular, have been substantially 
reduced: approximately 38% of programmes are now circulated 
electronically (up from 25%), and 32% are hand delivered by 
volunteers whose help is very much appreciated.

We spent £100 on campaigning.  This was a token contribution to the 
costs of employing a transport consultant on BRT2.  Other 
organisations, such as the Civic Society and Friends of the Earth, 
contributed much more. The Committee believes strongly in the 
benefits of such partnership working in achieving the Ramblers’ 
charitable objectives, but would welcome the views of members at 
this AGM.

Conclusion

The Group’s core activities are in good health. There has been 
progress in the areas identified as priorities at the start of the year 
(electronic communication; footpath works; the experimental longer 
evening walks and mid-week A walks; coach trip; social event), but 
there continue to be many potential areas for development. 


