
 

 

Minutes of Bristol Ramblers Annual General Meeting 2017  

 

7.00pm for a 7.30pm start on 25th October 2017  

Redland Green Bowls Club, Redland Green Road  

 

Agenda  

1  Welcome 

Carew Reynell (Secretary) chaired the meeting in the Chair’s absence and welcomed everyone to 

the meeting. 

 

2  Apologies for absence  
A number of apologies were received, Stephen Draper (Chair) due to the celebration of a significant 

birthday, and Margaret Ruse who is recovering from surgery. It was agreed to send Margaret best 

wishes for a full recovery. 

 

3  Minutes of the 2016 AGM  
The Minutes having been published on the website and by email were accepted.  No matters were 

arising that could not be raised elsewhere on the agenda. 

 

4  Annual Report 2016/17 

Paper copies of the Report having been distributed at the meeting and also published digitally, it 

was not felt necessary to rehearse its entire contents, but to highlight the important points, the main 

feature being the walks programme.  As usual an extensive list of nearly 300 walks of all sorts, all 

of benefit to the Group.  Thanks were conveyed to the walks coordinators and walk leaders (more 

than 90) indicating the strength of the Bristol Group. 

 

The walks statistics indicated the outstanding contribution of Keith Budd, leading 24 walks over the 

year, equating to a walk a fortnight.  Keith leads walks across the group, A’s, B’s and evening 

walks, although not all are necessarily completed at the stated mileage - so a special mention for 

him.  However all walk leaders contribute, and the programme can only be sustained if new walk 

leaders come through.   Carew commented that more leaders are needed for Wednesday and 

Saturday walks, the Group can arrange in-house training or ‘buddying’.   

 

The programme now includes shorter B walks, and longer A walks.  Anecdotally it seems this has 

increased the total number of members participating.  The objective is to produce a walks 

programme that suits the membership.  Carew paused at this juncture to give members an 

opportunity to express preferences.  

 

A question was raised as to whether Walking for Health walks, which are strong in Bristol, was 

included, Carew responded that WfH is not strictly speaking a BRG activity, however we provide a 

link on the website, along with other organisations.  Carew encouraged members to contact any 

committee member with ideas as to how the programme could be improved. 

 

Continuing, Carew highlighted contributions made ‘behind the scenes’ for example administering 

membership, (Eileen Bartlett) and producing the walks programme (Tony Parsons).  The creation 

and launch of the Greater Avon Way long distance walk (Nigel Andrews) - available for all to 

enjoy, thanks were given to Nigel for his hard work on this endeavour. 

 

Further, the Group has taken over the way-marking of the Samaritans Way devised by Graham 

Hoyle.  Anyone interested in becoming involved, Keith Budd is the committee member to contact.  

Carew pointed out that SW booklets were available at the meeting.  He repeated thanks given at the 



 

 

2016 AGM to Graham for all his work involved with this long distance walk, and for which we now 

take responsibility. 

 

On the theme of longer distance trails, Tony Parsons had single handedly comprehensively checked 

the way-marking of the South Bristol Circular route, and provided new way-marks where the route 

had been changed. 

 

Peter Gould reported that a legally contentious position over a right of way at St Anne’s Wood had 

been successfully resolved, a further illustration of unseen contribution.  Julie Boston has offered to 

lead a themed walk thus assisting the Group to conform to the Avon Area request that such walks 

be provided.  

 

2017 Bristol Walkfest - provided a big programme of walks.  Eileen Bartlett has been the Group’s 

main liaison, supported by Keith Budd and Carew, working with the Council over the last five 

years.  This was probably the final Walkfest in this form as the Council is not in a position to put in 

resources as previously.  The Group was a major contributor to what was one of the country’s 

largest walking festivals, providing walks, and making financial contribution towards the cost of the 

walks brochure. 

 

Social activities - Karen O’Sullivan organised a highly successful ceilidh, similarly Julian Butter 

ran a fun skittles evening 

 

Questions were invited. A query was raised regarding progress on the section of the English Coastal 

Path between Aust and Brean Down, Severnside Ramblers are already involved, and Carew 

undertook to provide an update in the eBoot.  

 

Eileen Bartlett thanked Carew for unfailingly producing a monthly edition of eBoot, another 

illustration of behind the scenes work.   

 

5  Annual Accounts 2016/17  
Mike Fox, Treasurer, presented the Annual Accounts, paper copies having already been circulated 

at the meeting, and published digitally.  See Addendum 1. 

 

Because of the level of balances, the Group had received no funding, but as we had succeeded 

spectacularly in reducing our funds, we have applied to Area for funding for the coming year. 

 

The accounts have not yet been officially examined - but they were accepted by the meeting. 

 

6 Elections for 2017/18 

 

Eileen Bartlett is standing down as Membership Secretary, a job that is not glamorous but is 

essential. Eileen has also been our lead for the BWF and will continue to be involved with it, in 

whatever form it takes, Eileen also arranges the catering for the AGM - Carew proffered thanks to 

her for her hard work. 

 

Additional nominations for Committee were reported: 

Julie Westgarth - Membership Secretary 

Geoff Daniels - Publicity Officer 

Paula Cannings - Minutes Secretary 

Planning - Susan Carter (Avon Area) will liaise with committee. 

 



 

 

Volunteers for non-committee roles are also needed - firstly, an understudy to Tony Parsons for the 

website.  The website requires a lot of attention that has increasingly depended on Tony’s input, 

basic IT skill are all that is required. The second role is maintaining the Flickr site.  We have over 

20,000 photos, a record of 9½ years of our walks. Unless someone steps forward, it will become an 

historical archive only. 

 

Nominations:- 

Chair                 Wendy Britton  

Secretary          Carew Reynell 

Treasurer          Mike Fox 

Minutes Secretary        Paula Cannings    

Membership Secretary        Julie Westgarth 

Programme Coordinator        Tony Parsons 

Footpaths Officer        Keith Budd       

Publicity/Communications Officer      Geoff Daniels  

 

Committee members 

Tony Wood Nigel Andrews Stephen Draper Mikiko Tanda    

 

All nominations were approved by the meeting.   

 

7  Appointment of Independent Examiner  

Keith Jones - passed by the meeting.  

 

8  Avon Area  

Geoff Rowland, Area Secretary and Publicity Officer, addressed the meeting.  He reported that 

there is a meeting of the General Council at Bangor University in April 2018, it is worthwhile for 

Avon Area to be fully represented and encouraged Bristol Group to send representatives.  Similarly 

he encouraged attendance at the Area AGM next February. 

 

Ramblers have two national festivals - Winter Walks just after Christmas, and Walkabout in 

May/June.  Again he encouraged us to take part. 

 

Questions were invited but none forthcoming.  

 

After a short break the meeting reconvened under the incoming Chair, Wendy Britton.  Wendy 

offered thanks to Stephen Draper the outgoing Chair.  Not only had Stephen served three years as 

Chair, prior to that he had been Secretary for three years.  As Chair he had worked hard to ensure 

that all sections of the Group were involved, developing the Walks Programme with the committee, 

resulting in the addition of shorter B walks and longer A’s.  Stephen had also regularly attended 

Area meetings and other walk-related organisations on the Group’s behalf.  At the start of his tenure 

Stephen had walked on each of the range of walks on the programme as a way of finding out what 

members wanted.  Stephen intended to stay on another year on the committee for which Wendy 

gave heartfelt thanks.   

 

Wendy introduced Katie Scaife, our guest speaker. 

 

9 Guest Talk: The Forgotten Landscape Project  
Katie gave an inspiring and very informative talk on this three year project on the Lower Severn 

Vale Levels, covering topics ranging from the local flora and fauna, archaeology, social history, and 

much more.   

 

The Chair concluded at 9:15 p.m.  35 members present. 



 

 

 

Addendum 1 

Bristol Ramblers Treasurer's Report 

 

 

In line with the policy of reducing group reserves to 40-100% of annual expenditure 

we have received no regular funding from Area this year. Our budget request to Area 

for 2017-18 includes a request for a resumption of funding in the current year as our 

unrestricted funds, at around £1,200, are now down to around 40% of our 'normal' 

expenditure (excluding sponsorship of the Festival of Walking). We do, however, hold 

a further £2,400 of restricted funds in our 'Projects' account, which represent the pro-

ceeds from sales of the 'Bristol Backs' book in earlier years. This book was produced 

with some funding from Bristol City Council and is 'restricted' in the sense that the 

agreement with the City Council specified that any proceeds should be used for the 

benefit of walkers in the Bristol area. 

The £2,105.82 figure for 'Newsletter/publicity' this year includes two payments £1,000 

to Bristol City Council for support of the Bristol Walking Festival. This is because we 

had not been invoiced for our support of the 2016 Festival at the end of the 2015/16 

financial year, and so the payment fell in the 2016/17 year. We have been invoiced for 

support of the 2017 Festival and have issued a cheque within the 2016/17 year, alt-

hough this was not cleared by the bank by the end of the year. 

The 'restricted funds' amount of £80.42 shown in Note 5 refers to the balance of a joint 

£1,000 Bristol City Council/Bristol Group fund for footpath waymarking. This could 

be used for waymarking projects in the future.  

 

Two claims have been made under the leaders' pre-walk expenses scheme approved at 

the last AGM in the course of the financial year. These came to a total of £17.55.  



 

 

 

 
 

RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS ACCOUNTS for BRISTOL RAMBLERS 

for period ending 

30th SEPTEMBER 2017 

Registered Charity No. 1093577 

 
RECEIPTS 2016/7  2015/6  

     

Area/Central Office Funding 0.00  490.80 See Note 1 

Donations 425.00  400.00  

Interest 0.00  3.60  

Self-funding Projects 1,747.60  1,831.00  

     

TOTAL RECEIPTS  2,172.60  2,725.40 

     

PAYMENTS     

     

Walks Programmes 1,033.32  590.00 See Note 2 

Newsletter/publicity 2,105.82  135.52 See Note 3 

Meetings 229.91  142.78  

Donations 16.91  0.00  

Admin. Expenses 0.00  0.00  

Self-funding Projects  1,605.00  1,834.00  

Other 35.41  490.80 See Note 4 

     

TOTAL PAYMENTS  5,026.37  3,193.10 

NET RECEIPTS/PAYMENTS  -2,853.77  -467.70 

     

Bank Reconciliation Account     

     

01/10/2016 opening balance per bank 4,170.03    

Add receipts 2,172.60    

Add uncleared cheque 1,000.00    

Deduct payments 5,026.37    

Closing balance 2,316.26 

 

  

 

     

30/09/2017 closing balance per bank 2,316.26 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

NOTES 
 

1. Central Office funding received in 2015/16 was a special payment to fund the waymarking of the Alan 

Burton memorial route 

 

2. Walks programme costs this year included the purchase of about £250 worth of stamps and envelopes, and 

the production of 3 full-size programmes, as against 2 larger and 1 smaller programmes the previous year. 

 

3. Publicity costs this year include two payments of £1,000 to Bristol City Council. One of these was sponsor-

ship for the 2016 Festival of Walking which had not been invoiced at 30th September 2016. The other was 

sponsorship for the 2017 event, which has been invoiced and a cheque issued which remains uncleared at 30th 

September 2017. 

 

4. The figure of £35.41 for 'other' expenses includes an amount of £17.55 for paying two claims for leaders' 

pre-walk expenses. 

 

5. Closing bank balance of £2,316.26  represents: 

 

 General Funds £622.04 

 Restricted Funds £80.42 

 Uncleared cheque £1,000.00 

 Self Funding Activities £613.80 

 

6. We hold approximately 150 1st and 2nd Class stamps for future use. 



 

 

PROJECTS FUND 

 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 

for year ending 30th SEPTEMBER 2017 

 

 

 

1st Oct 2017    Opening balance 2,376.68 

  _______ 

  2,376.68 

  ====== 

 

 

Bank Reconciliation Account 

 

Balance as per cash book 30/09/17 2,376.68 

  

  ====== 

Balance as per bank 30/09/17 2,376.68 

  ====== 

 

 

 

I certify that the above is a complete and accurate account of bank transactions for the year ended 

30th September 2017 

 

 

M J H Fox 

Treasurer  date:  

 

I certify that the above information is a true and fair account of the records presented by Mike Fox, 

Treasurer, Bristol Group, Ramblers Association 

 

 

 

K Jones 

External examiner  date:  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


