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BRISTOL RAMBLERS GROUP 

MINUTES  

of the Annual General Meeting held at Redland Green Bowls Club,  

Redland Green Road held on Tuesday, 25 October 2016 at 7.30 p.m. 

 

The meeting was attended by approximately 38 members of the Group and invited 

guest speaker, Richard Sale. 

 

The Chair, Stephen Draper, welcomed members and our invited guest. 

 

Apologies were received from Carew Reynell, Keith Budd, Peter Hobbs, Margaret 

Ruse, Gwyneth Littlejohn, Julian Carpenter, Christine Bowen, John Wrigley, Anna 

Kulisa, Maureen Johnson, Tony Carter and Sandra Iles. 

 

1. Minutes of the 2015 Annual General Meeting 

The Minutes had been circulated electronically and on the website.  There were no 

comments on the Minutes.  Proposed and seconded, the Minutes were approved.  

 

2. Annual Report 2015/16 

Hard copies of the Report were available and it had been previously circulated 

electronically.  Once again the highlight of the report is the walks programme.  All 

walks leaders were to be congratulated on providing an excellent variety of walks.  

However there is a shortage of leaders for Wednesday, Saturday and the shorter 

Sunday B walks.  The walks are the life blood of the Bristol Ramblers Group, 

members were urged to spread the word to encourage new leaders to come forward.  

Courses and mentoring are run by the Group, thanks were extended to Carew Reynell 

and Stephen Draper who recently ran a course, and Ikuko Wilson and Chris Sanders 

who recently mentored ‘on the day’.  

Social events – skittles evening will take place at the Duke of York, St Werburghs on 

2 December organised by Julian Butter.  Other events such as the Ceilidh have been 

very successful, the Chair welcomed ideas for more ‘get togethers’, the Committee 

will always support anyone who is willing to put on a social event. 

 

Tony Kerr asked for a show of hands as to whether it was worth continuing posting 

photos on the website.  There was an obvious show of support for this. 

 

Walk prizes – no nominations having been received for the muddiest etc., it was noted 

that unseasonably high tides had been experienced on the Gower, and one evening 

walk had finished at 10.30 p.m. – a record.  This may account for numbers dropping 

on evening walks!   

 

80 walk leaders had provided the programme of walks, some leaders obviously do 

multiple walks – four had led 10 walks each, Gwyneth Littlejohn, Maureen Johnson, 

Stephen Draper and Wendy Britton, two had led 12 walks (Nigel Andrews and 
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Gordon Stillman),  Keith Budd had led a whopping 20 walks.  Huge thanks were 

given to all. 

 

3. Matters arising from the Annual Report 

Having noted that membership had dropped from 782 (2015) to 745 (2016) Chris 

Holloway was concerned that there seemed to be lots of new faces but was this 

translating into new members – how to check?  It was felt that proving membership 

(by card) was an added burden on walk leaders who are different every week, plus 

there is a constant turnover of members.  National policy is that walks are open to the 

public, although it is expected that after 2-3 walks people join.  Discreet enquiry of 

new individuals is probably the way forward. 

 

No further matters were raised. 

 

Proposed and seconded, the Annual Report was approved. 

 

4. Payment of expenses for walk leaders 

It has been suggested walk leaders are paid reasonable expenses for pre-walking a 

walk.  The Committee had been unable to agree on this in principle and would like 

Members’ views. 

 

The Chair explained it is the principle rather than practicality that opinion is sought.  

It is an appropriate use of funds and enables the programme.  Two other groups within 

Area reimburse – we would follow national guidelines of recompense for one recce or 

pre-walk.  There is no difficulty in administering the scheme, there is no obligation to 

take up the offer.   

 

It is recognised that leaders give their time willingly, it is enjoyable and it is a way of 

giving to people, payment would cheapen the relationship.  The Chair opened to the 

floor with a reminder to keep to the principle. 

 

There was debate which revolved around the issues of equality, inclusiveness – e.g. 

affordability for some, the need for more walk leaders – the lack of which was 

threatening three local groups.  Distinguishing between local and distant walks, 

proper use of subscription, etc.   

 

Put to the vote, the majority were in favour. 

 

  

5. Annual Accounts 2015/16 

 

A hard copy of the Accounts were circulated at the meeting.  The Treasurer, Mike 

Fox, highlighted one significant difference this year – we are no longer in receipt of 

supporting amount from Area until our reserves are reduced.   Apart from that the 

underlying picture is the same.  We have not yet been invoiced by BWF for the 2015 

£1,000 donation.  By the end of next year we will need Area support if we are to 

continue this support.   
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Donations such as that to Longtown Mountain Rescue now under Charity 

Commission rules have to come from self-funding projects. 

 

Proposed and seconded, the Annual Accounts were approved. 

 

6. Elections for 2016/17 

Margaret Blake and Susan Carter standing down.  The remaining Committee 

members stand.  New nominations are Geraldine Cruickshank and Mikiko Tanda.  

Thanks were given to Margaret and Susan (we will still receive reports from Susan in 

her role with Area). 

 

The Chair will serve for this year and will then stand down, he invited nominations 

for his replacement, he felt it was about time there was a female chair, particularly 

given that the majority of members are women.  He would be happy for that person to 

shadow him over the next year.  

 

The Committee was elected unanimously. 

 

 

7. Volunteer Certificate Awards – three nominations 

Gill Davies – a member of the Group for over 30 years, much of that time an 

enthusiastic walk leader, leading many of the Sunday all day walks and evening 

programme.  Later she led shorter Wednesday and Saturday walks plus coordinating 

the Saturday programme.  Her knowledge of walks in the Bristol area enabled her to 

contribute to a very successful book of walks produced by the Group.   

 

Graham Hoyle  - has made an outstanding contribution to the Group over many 

years.  As well as serving on the Committee, Graham has led about 350 walks and 

organised many weekends away.  He created the Samaritans Way South West 

footpath and wrote the guide for it. 

 

Tony Parsons – for as long as can be remembered Tony has made an outstanding 

contribution to the work of the Group.  He has held various Committee posts 

including minutes secretary for many years.  We run over 300 walks a year and Tony 

coordinates the production of our four-monthly programme, with printed, electronic 

and web versions.  He has developed and maintained our website and still finds time 

to lead interesting walks.  Tony does everything with quiet efficiency, painstaking 

attention to detail, and dry good humour. 

 

 

8. Any other business 

Blocked footpaths – Chris Holloway asked that details of whom to contact be added 

to the website.  This was agreed. 

 

9. Appointment of Independent Examiner – Keith Jones 

Proposed and seconded – approved. 
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10. Guest Speaker – Richard Sale 

The Chair introduced Richard Sale who pursued a career as a scientist before 

becoming a full-time writer, photographer and adventurer.  He gave a wonderful 

illustrated talk on his love affair with the Artic and its wonderful fauna (and flora). 

 

 

There being no further business, the Chair thanked everyone for coming and closed 

the meeting at 9.30 p.m. 

  

 


