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BRISTOL RAMBLERS GROUP 

MINUTES 

of the Annual General Meeting held at Redland Green Bowls Club, Redland Green Road  

held on Wednesday, 22 October at 7.30 p.m. 

1. Attendance. 

The meeting was well attended by members of the Group and invited guest speaker, 

local farmer Richard Cornock.  

 

The Chairman, Carew Reynell, welcomed members and our invited guest.  He 

reminded members this was their opportunity to speak, to put views and ideas 

forward. 

 

2. Minutes of the 2013 Annual General Meeting 

The Minutes which had been circulated (but not on the website) were approved 

(proposed by Peter Gould, seconded by Margaret Ruse).  There were no comments on 

the Minutes. 

 

3. Annual Report 2013/14 

(previously circulated electronically).  The Chairman introduced and expanded on 

this. The primary purpose of the Group is the walks programme.  This year we have 

had another wonderful programme offering a variety of over 300 walks.  Big thanks 

were conveyed to the walks coordinators, especially Margaret Ruse who had made up 

the shortfall created by the absence of Avon Area walks.  Over 90 people led walks, 

which guarantees novelty, and although ‘all leaders are equal, some are more equal 

than others’, and provided a disproportionate contribution, these were Nigel Andrews, 

Peter Gould, Gwyneth Littlejohn and Keith Budd, the latter leading the largest 

number of walks besides introducing us to different parts of the Wye Valley. 

 

Tongue in cheek awards - it was not a bad summer, but the winter and spring were 

very wet so futile to pick out the usual wettest and muddiest etc.  This year’s awards 

under a different category go to Carew who set the record for losing two thirds of the 

participants before the walk had started.  Keith Budd receives two awards, one for the 

best car park on his Mitcheldean walk, and the bloodiest his Blakeney walk which 

resembled a scene from Casualty owing to the nettle and bramble growth. And Wendy 

Britton’s Skirrid walk which was exclusively female. To Hugh Bond for his 11 mile 

walk that ended up as 17. 

 

Congratulations were offered to long term members and walk leaders, David 

Pingstone and Jean Waller, both of whom had recently reached a significant birthday, 

80.  David wasn’t present, but Jean was presented with a mini birthday cake and 

candle, together with a rousing congratulatory song. 

 

The second Bristol Walking Festival, of which we were a partner with the Council, 

had taken place for the whole of May, providing a huge range of walks.  Special 

thanks were given to Gwyneth Littlejohn who had led a number of walks, one of 

which attracted 49 walkers.  Next year the Festival is again going to run for the month 
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of May, members were asked to think about walks that might appeal to a larger 

audience.   

 

The Walks Programme is very healthy although one or two areas are not attracting 

numbers.  Sunday half day walks may have to be dropped, but if any member thinks 

they are still valuable they were asked to contact a member of the Committee. 

Similarly, some evening walks had not been well attended, if at all, and it is possible 

that there may have to be a reduction in their frequency.   

 

Coach trips.  There were two this year, the second being a sell-out.  There will be at 

least two trips in 2015, members were asked for ideas on destination and frequency. 

 

The Chairman asked if there were any issues.  Clive Richardson suggested that there 

should be more shorter walks of 8-9 miles available on the B walks programme, 

rather than the usual 12-13 miles at present.   

 

Not only does the Group deliver a walks programme, but a range of other benefits to 

members, i.e. Peter Gould works on rights of way issues, Keith Budd (and other 

volunteers) offers assistance on minor maintenance of footpaths.  Susan Carter is to 

the fore on planning and environment, and is thanks to her that Bristol Ramblers has 

had a voice on issues that impact on walking, e.g. the Metrobus routes. 

 

Thanks were conveyed to Tony Kerr for bearing the brunt of running and developing 

the website.  Tony Kerr  raised the point that Tony Parsons also plays a major part in 

this.  Members were congratulated on the quality of photos that are sent in for the 

Flickr page, and were encouraged to keep on doing so.  Our photographer laureate has 

to be Chris Holloway, who has over the years provided a terrific photographic record 

of our walks.  

 

On the social side, thanks were given to Karen O’Sullivan for organising the 

Ceiledah, Christine Bowen for the Skittles Evening and Ikuko Wilson for the 

champagne tasting. 

 

Finance.  Pauline Platts will be standing down as Treasurer and special thanks were 

given to her for keeping us on the beaten track.  Pauline will speak later in the 

meeting on the year’s accounts.   

 

Susan Carter is also standing down, the Chairman thanked her for her expertise, 

professionalism and drive that has given us a voice in local issues that impact on 

walking.  She has made a substantial contribution and will be sorely missed.   

 

The Annual Report was approved.  (proposer Nigel Andrews, seconded Chris 

Holloway) 

 

4. Annual Accounts 2012/13 

 

The Treasurer, Pauline Platts, reported that there was little difference from last year.  

A donation of £1000 had been made to the Bristol  Walking Festival, and but for that 

we would have had a surplus.  Otherwise the Group finances are in a healthy position. 

Approved (proposed Eileen Bartlett, seconded Gwyneth Littlejohn). 
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5. Elections for 2014/15 

There are two vacancies, Publicity.  Planning and Environment.  Nominations for 

remaining committee approved.   

(proposed Chris Holloway, seconded Nigel Andrews). 

 

6. Appointment of Independent Examiner – Keith Jones 

(proposed Stephen Draper, seconded Nigel Andrews).  The Chairman conveyed 

thanks to Keith Jones for his voluntary contribution. 

 

7. Donation to Longtown Mountain Rescue 

It is our practice to donate to LMR, and £100 will be repeated.  Surpluses from social 

event have provided another £200.  We will consider donating to the Brecon 

Mountain Rescue to balance recipients.   

Approved.  (proposer Nigel  Andrews, seconded Karen O’Sullivan). 

 

The Chairman highlighted to members events that might be of interest.  The Civic 

Society annual ‘big event’ – Making Bristol’s Streets Special, 25 November.  

 

The Will Fancy Memorial Lecture – 24 October.  

 

The incoming Chairman, Stephen Draper, thanked Carew for his stewardship over the 

previous two years.  Bristol Group had moved on in a variety of ways, footpath work, 

many more social activities, and a more proactive role played by individual 

committee members.  Carew had encouraged and supported this, being the main 

person responsible for steering such progress.  Special thanks were conveyed to him. 

 

8. Guest Speaker – Richard Cornock. 

Richard, who farms in the ‘traditional’ way, took us through ‘A year on a dairy farm’.  

He delivered a witty and informative talk which was enjoyed by all.  

 

There being no further business, the incoming Chairman, Stephen Draper, thanked 

everyone for coming and closed the meeting at 9.30 p.m. 

  

 


