
Ramblers’ Association 

Bristol Ramblers – Annual General Meeting 
 

October 30th 2012 

Redland Bowls Club, Bristol 7.30 p.m. 
 

Committee members present: Eileen Bartlett, Stephen Draper, 

Carew Reynell, Tony Parsons, Pauline Platts, Tony Wood 

 

Attendance 53  

 

1. Chairman’s Introduction 
 

Carew  welcomed members to the AGM.  

 

He thanked all those members who had helped with organising and leading walks and 

also those involved with the running of the group in a variety of roles.  He also 

thanked those organising the catering for the meeting. 
 

2. Minutes of the 2011 AGM 
 

The minutes of the previous AGM were accepted by the meeting. 

Proposed: Keith Budd Seconded: Peter Gould 

 

There were no matters arising that were not dealt with elsewhere on the agenda. 

 

3. Annual Report 

 

A copy of the Annual Report is attached. See addendum 1. 

Carew said the previous year had been one which had offered a very large number 

of walks in a variety of locations.  Some were well tested walks, whilst others were 

new ones. He thanked the walks coordinators and the walk leaders for working to 

make this all possible. 

The people who had led the most walks during the year were: 

Gwynneth Littlejohn, Nigel Andrews, Peter Gould, Julie Boston and Neil Burlton. The 

first three of these were present at the meeting and Carew presented them with 

certificates. 

 

Committee members had nominated some memorable walks: 

 Windiest / Wettest – John Wrigley’s Cwmdu walk; 

 Muddiest – Geoff Harris’s Wellow walk and Regil Walk and Keith Budd’s Wellow 

Walk; 

 Largest number of walkers ‘lost’ – Carew’s ? walk. 

 Special mention was made of Derek Bones who rescued a dog from the River Avon. 

 

This year had seen some new types of walk on the programme: longer Summer 

evening walks, Sunday afternoon walks and midweek A walks. As the weather had not 



been very good this summer it was hard to judge how popular these additions would 

be in future.  It is planned to continue with them for another year. 

 

Keith had set up a small working group to clear footpaths in the city. He would be 

pleased to here from any new volunteers. 

 

Environmental Issues 

 

Susan Carter said she had spent a lot of time investigating an opposing the BRT2 

rapid transit system. She asked for volunteers to deputise for her on the Parks 

Forum, work on the design and signing of walks in parks, and contribute to the 

development of local Ramblers policy and priorities on the city centre (Living Heart: 

See Addendum 2) and other environment and planning issues. Contact 
susan.carter@blueyonder.co.uk 

Finally she asked if people would fill in a questionnaire regarding environmental 

issues and there was a positive response to this. 

 

Carew added that if any members disagreed with our efforts with regard to BRT2, 

could they let the committee know. 

 

4. Financial Accounts 

 

Copies of the accounts for the year ended 30th September 2012 were circulated at 

the meeting and a copy is filed with the minutes. See addendum 3. 

 

Pauline said that HQ had awarded us the amount we had asked for this year. As our 

expenses had gone down we had plenty of money in our accounts.  There had been 

the usual donations from Taunton Leisure.  

Karen had organised a Ceilidh and there was a profit of ~£100 from that. There was 

also a profit of ~£50 from the coach trip. 

There was also money received from Ramblers Holidays. The company is currently 

donating money to the group each time a member books a holiday with them. She 

said there is a further £200 from them to come very soon. 

Costs for programme distribution was much reduced due to people having electronic 

copies and other copies being delivered by hand by volunteers. 

 

Project Fund 

 

There had been very little money spent from the project fund this year.  However it 

is expected that we will spending some of this on several projects in the next year. 

 

5. Parking for Sunday Walks 

 

Bristol City is proposing to introduce Sunday parking charges in the City centre.  

This would mean that we could no longer use Great George Street as the Sunday 

meeting place. 

 



Carew described the following suggestions for new meeting arrangements 

 

(i) Meet on the Downs. This would be convenient for those driving to the meeting 

point, and for those walking/cycling from north-central Bristol. But it would be 

less convenient for those walking/cycling/traveling by bus from elsewhere in 

Bristol. It could be supplemented by more arranging of lifts in advance. There is 

plenty of parking space and a pleasant environment for meeting. 

 

(ii) Meet on Hotwell Road, which will not be affected by the new parking charges. 

This would be fairly close to, and a level walk from, Great George Street, 

meaning that travel patterns to the meeting point would be relatively 

unaffected. Cars would be left on a major road. (A variation would be to meet 

behind the council house and then leave cars in Hotwell Road). 

 

(iii) Meet on Woodland Road, north of the University Senate House/Bristol Grammar 

School. Like the Downs, this would be convenient for those 

driving/walking/cycling from north-central Bristol. But it would be a considerable 

climb for those coming via the centre. There is plenty of parking space and a 

pleasant environment for meeting. 

 

(iv) Meet at the car park behind M Shed. There is a charge of £1.50 for Sundays, so 

there would be a cost, and if this makes people reluctant to bring their cars, this 

might result in a shortage of drivers. The car park is closer to, and a level walk 

from, the centre. The car park may be affected when development of Wapping 

Wharf commences, and driving from the north would be affected if BRT2 

proceeds. 

 

(v)  Continue to meet at Great George Street or behind the council house to 

arrange lifts. From there people who were going to leave there cars would drive 

to a place a short distance from the centre and leave there cars there. From 

there they would be given a lift.  Where they left the car would depend on which 

way people were heading to get to the start of the walk. E.g. 

If leaving along Hotwell Rd park in Hotwell Rd 

If leaving via Whieladies Road park in Woodland Rd or the Downs 

If leaving via Temple Meads park in Clarence Road. 

 

A vote was held and the results for each option were: 

(i) 23 votes (ii) 2 votes (iii) (11 votes) (iv) 2 votes (v) 2 votes 

 

The matter will be discussed at the next committee meeting. 

 

6. Plans for 2012/13 

 

The current committee proposed the following: 

 

 

Walks programme 



Consolidate the developments from 2011 and 2012 (half day Sunday walks, mid-

week A walks, longer summer evening walks) 

Two coach trips 

 

Footpaths Work 

Further footpath clearance work, in liason with BCC. 

Signing for The Triangle and South Circular walks. 

 

Members 

Organise a first aid training session (Heartstart at Frenchay Hospital) 

Organise a walk leader training course 

Promote Ramblers Routes 

 

Walking for Health / Get Walking Keep Walking 

Contribute to WfH Bristol walking festival (May 2013) 

 

Other 

Ceilidh or similar social event 

New website (using Ramblers national template if available). 

 

Members were asked to let the committee know if they had any other suggestions. 

 

Clive Richardson suggested that when walking on a road all the group should walk on 

the right hand side of the road, as recommended in the Highway Code.  He asked if 

this could be highlighted in a future publication (eBoot or programme). 

 

7. Walking for Health 

 

Eileen Bartlett reported that she had been meeting Members of the Bristol 

Walk for Health (WfH) team to discuss how we could work with them now that 

Ramblers are the national hosts of the Walk for Health initiative.  WfH 

organises a range of walks to encourage people of all ages to take up walking for 

their health and wellbeing.    In conjunction with Bristol Ramblers WfH Bristol 

agreed to take the lead in organising a walking festival for the period Sunday 4th 

of May to Saturday 12th May.  There is a budget for the event which will cover 

the cost of a project manager, marketing and promotion. It is planned that there 

will be a range of walks each day culminating in an  event on the final at a central 

Bristol venue, yet to be confirmed, which will include a range of stalls for people 

to visit who are interested in walking, their health etc.  

 

Eileen asked Walk Coordinators if they would be willing to support this event 

when planning walks for that week.  It is intended that there will be a separate 

walks programme for the Festival containing information such as a brief 

description of the walk, degree of difficulty (A,B C is unlikely to help non 

Ramblers), starting points, transport arrangements and  any other useful 

information that will encourage people to come along or discourage those 

unsuitable.  Although it is difficult to anticipate what the response might be the 



leaders for the walks in the programme will need to be willing to be contacted.  

On the Sunday, as well the usual A and B walks Eileen requested that there be a 

shorter, local walk and consideration should be given to doing a local walk on the 

Bank Holiday Monday.  It would also be helpful if the Wednesday walk was quite 

local to Bristol and easy to get to by public transport.  On the final day, 

Saturday, it would be much appreciated if the walk could end at, or near, to the 

venue of the final event. 

 

Eileen would be meeting with the WfH co-ordinators on 12 November to discuss 

the Festival further.  If any members wanted to be on the working group or were 

interested in the role of Project Manager (paid), starting in January, they should 

contact Eileen at eileenbartlett65@gmail.com.  Likewise if any of the walk co-

ordinators had any concerns or queries.  

 

Carew hoped that members of the Bristol Group of Ramblers would give their 

support to this initiative. 

 

8. Committee for 2012/13 

 

The following summarises the proposed committee members for 2012/13 

 

Role      Nominations 

 Chairman                                                     Carew Reynell 
 Vice Chairman 

 Secretary     Stephen Draper 

 Treasurer     Pauline Platts 
 Minutes Secretary    Wendy Britton 
 Membership Secretary    Eileen Bartlett 
 Programme Coordinator    Tony Parsons 
 Footpaths Officer    Keith Budd 

 Planning and Walking Environment Officer Susan Carter 

 Publicity Officer     Julian Carpenter  

 Committee members    Tony Wood, 
It was proposed that this should be accepted en bloc. 

 

Proposer: John Wrigley  Seconder: Peter Hobbs 

 

9. Appointment of Independent Examiner 

Keith Jones was appointed as examiner for 2012/2013:  

 

Proposed by John Wrigley, seconded by David Stansbie 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Other appointments 

mailto:eileenbartlett65@gmail.com


 

Many tasks are undertaken by non committee members: Peter Gould has been acting 

as the Webmaster but Tony Parsons will be more involved. 

All the walk coordinators have agreed to continue but Gwyneth Littlejohn would 

prefer someone else to take on the role of evenings walks coordinator. 

 

11. Talk by Longtown Mountain Rescue Team 

 

There was a very interesting talk given by a member of the Longtown Mountain 

Rescue team. 

 

Nigel Andrews thanked the speaker and proposed that we increase our donation 

from £75 to £100. This was seconded by Keith Budd.  

It was agreed to make a donation of £75 to the Longtown Mountain Rescue team.   

 

12. Any Other Business 

 

Carew said that a coach trip to Devon was planned for May 2012. 

 

Finally he said that it had been hoped that having the AGM in October and having a 

guest speaker would result in more members attending and this had indeed been the 

case. 

 

Summary of Actions 

 

Pauline to organise £100 donation to Longtown mountain rescue. 

 

Committee to discuss Sunday meeting place at the next committee meeting. 

 

Publicise Highway Code recommendation re groups walking on a road. 
 

Last updated 02/11/102 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Addendum 1:     Bristol Ramblers Annual Report 2011/12 

Walks programme 
 
During the year, the Group’s programme included 303 walks (292 last year). This 

included Avon Area and Wessex Wanderer walks. In addition, there were group trips to 

Stow on the Wold, the Eastern Fells of the Lake District, Minehead, Macgillycuddy’s 

Reeks, the Shropshire Hills, and Pembrokeshire, and a coach trip to Gower. 
 
Thanks are due to Walk Coordinators, nearly 100 walk leaders and the organisers of 

the trips for maintaining this outstanding programme. 
 
During the summer, we persevered with Sunday half-day walks and experimented with 

some longer evening walks and mid-week A walks. Numbers were not enormous, 

reflecting adverse weather, but were enough to suggest that there is a demand for such 

walks, so it is intended to do the same in 2013. 
 
The Group participated in the Ramblers’ national Festival of Winter 

Walks, Get Walking for the Olympics and Walk in the Woods Week. 
 
Footpaths issues 

 
Work was done by volunteer work parties on a footpath in Fishponds and on part of the 

Monarch’s Way. A positive relationship has been developed with the City Council, and it 

is hoped that more of the same will be done in 2013. 
 
The Group also supported the establishment of path warden teams in other parts of the 

Avon Area, and these provide opportunities for members interested in more ‘heavy duty’ 

works. 
 
Peter Gould has continued to act as Bristol’s Footpath Officer for the Ramblers’ Avon 

Area. We were consulted about several development schemes that caused no alarm. A 

Gating Policy Document against which all future gating in Bristol will be judged, has now 

been signed. We did not object to a new scheme in a St Pauls cul-de-sac, but we are still 

pressing for the removal of unlawful gates erected by a council department. 
 
Problems on the network that are being worked on include the mysterious removal of 

Triangle waymarks at Badock’s Wood, obstruction of The Drum at Bishopworth, and 

knotweed near the Portway. Two other complaints forwarded to the City Council were 



investigated and – quite rightly - dismissed as invalid. Unfortunately a 

complaint about the path between Sylvan Way and Sea Mills, unresolved 

since May, seems to be heading for an HA130A order. 
 
On the positive side, the exceptionally long running dispute at Sneyd Park  

Cavendish  Gardens,  has  now  been  compromised,  and  the riverside 

paths (Monarch’s Way at Netham and the Severnside Link), though not 

perfect, are  established and in better order than they have been for 

years. 
 
Planning and Environmental issues 

 
The Group commented on some major transport and planning 

proposals: 
 Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Schemes. We maintained our 2010 

objections to BRT2 (from the Long Ashton Park-and –Ride to the 
City Centre) at a public inquiry. We have expressed 
preliminary concerns about the impact of BRT3 (from the 
North Fringe to Hengrove), on which there will be more 
detailed consultation; 

 Draft Central Area Action Plan and Public Realm and Movement 
Framework. We found much to support in these visionary City 
Council documents. We are mainly concerned about how they will 
be put into practice. 

 
Our opposition to BRT2 brought us into contact with a large number of 

environmental organisations. We have worked particularly closely with 

cycling groups. We also remained active members of the Living Heart 
coalition, the Neighbourhood Planning Network, and Bristol Civic Society’s 

Public Spaces Group. 
 
Membership and publicity 

 
Membership was 814 at the end of the year (825 last year). Numbers 

appear to have stabilized, after a period of reductions (which may have 

been partly attributable to changes in national reporting arrangements). 
 
Activity to promote the Group has included: 

 Attendance at the Festival of Nature, Walk for Life, a John Muir 

Trust gathering, a Civic Society event, and a Hewlett Packard event; 
 Local publicity linked to national Ramblers events and our 

comments on local planning issues; 
 Publicity material at local libraries, the Tourist Information 

Office, Cotswold Outdoor and Taunton Leisure; 
 Inclusion on the Active Bristol website. 



 

Thanks are due to all who contributed to this. 
 
Peter Gould has kindly continued to manage the website, and the home page 

has been improved with Tony Parsons’ assistance. Visits average about 15,000 

per annum. Tony Kerr continues to manage the photographs: there have been 

more than 50,000 views of pictures on the Flickr site. 
 

 
The eBoot has been produced on a monthly basis, and circulation has risen to 
about 280. 

 
Karen O’Sullivan organized a very successful ceilidh in March, and we 

hope that this event will be repeated in 2013. 
 
Finance 

 
The annual accounts are elsewhere on the agenda. Parsimony continues to be 

the watchword, and administrative costs have been reduced by measures 

such as holding meetings in premises that do not charge. Postage costs, in 

particular, have been substantially reduced: approximately 38% of 

programmes are now circulated electronically (up from 25%), and 32% are 

hand delivered by volunteers whose help is very much appreciated. 
 
We spent £100 on campaigning. This was a token contribution to the costs of 

employing a transport consultant on BRT2. Other organisations, such as the 

Civic Society and Friends of the Earth, contributed much more. The Committee 

believes strongly in the benefits of such partnership working in achieving the 

Ramblers’ charitable objectives, but would welcome the views of members at 

this AGM. 
 
Conclusion 

 
The Group’s core activities are in good health. There has been progress in the 

areas identified as priorities at the start of the year (electronic 

communication; footpath works; the experimental longer evening walks and 

mid-week A walks; coach trip; social event), but there continue to be many 

potential areas for development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Addendum 2: Living Heart 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Addendum 3: Treasurers Report 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


