
Ramblers’ Association 

Bristol Ramblers – Annual General Meeting 
 

December 1st 2009 

United Reform Church, Redland Park, Bristol 7.30 p.m. 
 

Committee members present: Peter Gould, Tony Carter, Stephen Draper, 

Roy Mathias, John Wrigley, David Pingstone, Maddie Pingstone, Chris Sanders, 

Tony Parsons, Neil Burlton 

 

A list of Bristol RA members present is filed with the minutes.   

See attachment 1 
 

1. Chairman’s Introduction 
 

Peter welcomed members to the AGM. Commented with enthusiasm on 

the catering and alluded briefly to all the work that goes into running the 

group 
 

2. Apologies for absence 
 

An apology was received from Sandy Riley. 

 

3. Minutes of the 2008 AGM 
 

The minutes of the previous AGM were accepted by the meeting. 

Proposed by Chris Sanders, seconded by Peter Hobbs. 
 

4. Matters arising 

There were no matters arising  

 

5. Annual Report and Accounts 

 

A copy of the Chair’s report is filed with the minutes. 

See attachment 2. 

 

Also attached is the footpath officer’s report.  See attachment 3. 

 

The Annual Report was accepted by the meeting. 

Proposed by Neil Burlton, seconded by Chris Sanders. 

 

Environment/Planning Officer 

 

Susan Carter made an oral supplement concerning the current situation re 

car parking on the Downs for visitors to the Zoo on Summer Sundays.  



This was followed by a discussion considering the pros and cons of the 

case.  Further details are given in attachment 4 

 
 

Financial Accounts 

 

Copies of the accounts for the year ended 30th September 2009 were 

circulated at the meeting and a copy is filed with the minutes. 

See attachment 5. 
 

Tony Carter reminded members that there are two accounts, the 

administration fund (day to day running of the group) and the project 

fund.  

 

Admin Fund  

Tony said it had been a very quiet year.  There had been an increased 

contribution from Area as it had been thought that we would be spending 

a lot on some projects.  However the spending on these projects had been 

less than anticipated.   Next year the contribution from area will be 

reduced (probably less than half) due to there being a shortage of funds 

at HQ.  The main costs for the year had been room hire and printing 

costs and postage for the programme and Boot.  As in the previous 3 

years some of the costs of the programme and The Boot were funded 

from the projects account.  There had been a small profit made by the 

social events (coach trip; night walk and Barn Dance). 

 

Project Fund 

There had been £84 income to the project fund from the sale of the 

Bristol Backs book.  There will be no more of this income as the last book 

has now been sold.  There had been significant expenditure for reprints 

of the Bristol Triangle Walk and the South Bristol Circular Walk guides. 

 

The Accounts were approved by the meeting. 

Proposed by John Wrigley, seconded by David Pingstone 

 

5.1 Distribution of the Programme and the Boot by email 

 

Carew Reynell congratulated Tony on his accounts.  He felt that in future, 

with reduced funds available, it would be necessary to increase the 

number of people who received the Programme and the Boot by email. He 

said he was disappointed that in the initial survey only 5% of members 

had agreed to accept email copies.  John Wrigley said that the group was 

likely to run out of funds in three years unless something was done.  

Peter said that at the first stage he had expected 3% and had been 



warned by a marketing expert to expect 1% take up so he was satisfied 

with the 5%. Members arriving at the AGM had been asked if they would 

be prepared to accept electronic distribution and several more members 

had signed on.  Peter hoped that in the near future for new members 

electronic distribution would be the main option.  Jean Osbourne asked if 

the email version of the programme would be different from that sent 

out by post.  Peter replied that it would be identical.  Charlie Roberts, a 

member of Brunel Group said that for that group all items were 

circulated by email: nothing was posted. 

 

Mary Magro suggested that, in future, where members email addresses 

were known items circulated at the AGM should be sent out by email in 

advance.  This would be a significant cost saving and would allow members 

to read them prior to arriving at the meeting. 

 

6. Change of Name of the Group 

 

The proposal to change the name of the group to Bristol Walkers was 

discussed at length with many people contributing to the debate.   (See 

Attachment 6).  A vote was taken and support for the amendment (28 in 

favour; 24 against; 4 abstentions) did not reach the constitutionally 

required two thirds majority.  Consequently the motion was not passed 

and the group name is unchanged. 
 

7. Election of Officers  (No post was contested) 

 

7.1 Chairman 

Peter  Gould (Proposed by Chris Holloway, seconded by Mary Cross) 

 

7.2 Vice Chairman 

Vacant  

 

7.3  Secretary 

Carew Reynell (Proposed by Anna Kulisa, seconded by Roy Mathias) 

 

7.4  Treasurer 

Pauline Platts (Proposed by Dan Evans, seconded by Chris Sanders) 

 

7.5 Minutes Secretary 

Tony Parsons (Proposed by John Wrigley, seconded by Anna Kulisa) 

 

7.6 Membership Secretary 

Angela Stansbie (Proposed by David Stansbie, seconded by Peter Hobbs.) 



 

7.7 Footpath Officer 

Vacant (The meeting authorised the committee to fill the post should 

anyone volunteer). 

Peter Gould said he was not continuing as footpath officer for Bristol 

Group although he was continuing as Footpath Secretary (Bristol) for 

Avon Area.  The second of these roles is concerned with legal issues 

whilst the first is more concerned with practical work (e.g. footpath 

maintenance).   Peter asked if there were any volunteers for the post.  

There were no volunteers.    

  

7.8 Programme Coordinator  

Tony Parsons (Proposed by John Wrigley, seconded by Chris Holloway.)  

 

7.9 Environmental Officer 

Susan Carter (Proposed by Sylvia Popham, seconded by Mary Cross.) 

 

7.10 Publicity Officer 

Vacant (The meeting authorised the committee to fill the post should 

anyone volunteer) 

Tony Parsons had said he was not continuing as publicity officer. Peter 

asked if there were any volunteers for the post.  There were no 

volunteers.    

 

7.11 Other Committee members  

 

David Pingstone and Chris Sanders had said they would not be continuing 

on the committee.   

Stephen Draper and Neil Burlton said they were happy to continue. 

Eileen Bartlett volunteered to become a committee member. 

They were proposed by Chris Sanders, seconded by Peter Hobbs and duly 

elected  

 

7.12 Representatives to Area Council 

Peter asked for volunteers for this role.  There were no 

volunteers. (Chair and Secretary serve by default) 

 

8 Appointment of Independent Examiner 

Keith Jones was appointed as examiner for 2009/2010: (Proposed by 

Anna Kulisa, seconded by Bridget Gregory.) 

 

9 Other appointments 



Many tasks are undertaken by non committee members: the Webmaster,  

Saturday Morning Walks Organiser, Hill/A Walks Organiser, Sunday B 

Walks  organiser were all willing to continue 

No one volunteered to become evenings walks organiser. 

Julia Westgarth had volunteered to become newsletter editor vice Anna 

Kulisa.    

 

10 Donation to Longtown Mountain Rescue Team 

 

It was agreed to make a donation to the Longtown Mountain Rescue team, 

as in previous years.   

Chris Holloway said that Longtown Mountain Rescue team had previously 

asked us to participate in a mock search and rescue event on the Black 

Mountains.  However it was put off because of the foot and mouth 

restrictions.  He suggested we ask if they would like us to participate 

sometime in the future. 

 

It was proposed by Sylvia Popham, seconded by Chris Holloway that we 

make a donation of £50.  The meeting agreed. 

 

11 Any Other Business 

 

11.1 First Aid Course 

 

Peter said that following an incident on a walk where a member had 

collapsed with a stroke some members had expressed an interest in going 

on a first aid course.  Nigel said he had led the walk on which the incident 

occurred.  He said that on that occasion there had been two first aiders 

present who handled the situation very well.  However he wondered what 

would have happened if they had not been there.  For this reason he was 

keen on a course being available.  Karen O’Sullivan asked what the cost 

would be.  Peter said that the group had some money donated by Alan 

Burton for training.  Also there may be some money available from HQ.  

He said that HQ had said that there was insurance for members of the 

Ramblers to cover the possibility that things went wrong when giving 

first aid.  He also said that people generally needed to attend a course 

every three years.  Chris Holloway pointed out that this was only 

necessary if one needed to have an up to date certificate.  Peter asked 

for a show of hands to see if there was any interest in a course.  There 

were quite a few people interested.  Peter then asked for a volunteer to 

organise a course but there were no volunteers.  Tony Parsons said that 

maybe individuals could attend courses generally available to the public 

and could then reclaim some of the cost from the group. 



 

 

11.2 Community Forest Walk 

 

Peter said that official funding for the Avon Community Forest had been 

withdrawn due to lack of council funds.  Chris Bloor of the Open Spaces 

Society had set up the Friend of the Community Forest Path.  Peter said 

we might consider helping to maintain the Community Forest Walk.   

Area had suggested that to commemorate 75 years of the RA members 

of the local Area could walk the whole of the walk (approximately 45 

miles) in a series of sections.  He said Avon Area is looking for volunteers 

to lead walks for the sections and to coordinate the scheme.  He said 

that it would be good if Bristol Group organised the walk for one of these 

sections.  

 

11.3 Environmental Issues and the Bristol Development Program. 

 

Susan Carter explained that she acted as Environment and Planning 

Officer on Bristol issues for the Ramblers’ Avon Area. She was 

therefore consulted on issues relating to the emerging Bristol Local 

Development Framework. She said that if people gave her their email 

addresses she would circulate information to them.   She also asked 

anyone who was interested in attending some of the meetings with or 

instead of her to contact her.  

 

11.4 Inland Waterways Association 

 

Nigel De Bray said there were plans for the British Waterways to be sold 

off.  He asked members to go to the inland waterways association web 

site (www.waterways.co.uk) and sign a petition.   Peter pointed out that 

there are many places where we can walk along towpaths but these are 

not rights of way.  He suggested that Nigel wrote an item to go in the 

Boot.   

 

11.5 Website 

 

Chris Holloway made a plea for items to go on the web site.  In particular 

he wanted photographs from walks.  He said he got very few from B 

walks. 

 

11.6 Membership Database 

 

http://www.waterways.co.uk/


Geoff Woolfe reported a problem with the membership data base.  He 

said a new member had received their membership card but had not 

received the Walk magazine or Bristol Group documents. He asked for an 

assurance of improvement.  The Chairman said that Central Office had 

given such an assurance for what it was worth and stated this was beyond 

the control of the Group.  

 

12 Closure of the Meeting 

 

Geoff Woolfe asked for a vote of thanks for the Chairman. 

 

David Pingstone asked for a vote of thanks for Chris Sanders who 

arranged the catering and the display boards for the AGM. 

 

END OF MINUTES  



 

Summary of Actions 

 

Make £50 donation to Longtown mountain rescue and ask them about our 

participating in a mock search and rescue event on the Black Mountains.  

 

Nigel de Bray to write article to go in the Boot re British Waterways sell 

off. 

 

For the next AGM, prior to the meeting,  send relevant items (e.g. agenda, 

minutes of previous AGM, annual report, financial report) by email to the 

members for whom email addresses are known.  SUBJECT TO 

DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL  

 

 

Have article in the Boot asking for volunteers for vice chairman, publicity 

officer and footpath officer. 

 
ATTACHMENT 1 













 

ATTACHMENT 2 

BRISTOL GROUP ANNUAL REPORT 2008-9 

Of the Ramblers’  four charitable aims:  promoting walking, protecting the Rights of Way 

Network,  preserving the beauty of the countryside and campaigning for access;  Bristol 

Group,  with an urban territory  wherein  “Right to Roam”  was guaranteed  in 1865,  can only 

directly serve two as a rule..  However Susan Carter successfully opposed the abuse of the 

Downs as a Zoo Car Park. At last, the city planning committee unanimously condemned this 

and gave the Zoo a year to find another solution. 

The Report of the Area Footpath Secretary (Bristol) covering the protection of Public Rights 

of Way is separately published.  It includes matters that will in future exercise the Bristol 

Group Footpath Officer when one member no longer fills both posts.  The Group should 

applaud the first organised practical work for decades, when Tony Parsons &al aided by Peter 

Mills from Southwold Group waymarked the Bristol Triangle Walk at Badocks Wood.   

That leaves the fourth aim: Promotion of Walking   

In the calendar year to 31st  December,  Bristol Group  advertised 262 walks:  some arranged 

by Avon Area or the Wessex Wanderer  or Severnside Saunters Rail  schemes  Furthermore  

there were  five  trips  away  spread from Whitby to Litton Cheyney.    

Two new ventures:  Sunday afternoon walks  (thanks to Nick Wilkes for this initiative)  and 

an overnight easy hill walk eventually completed in August on a classic moonlit night - after 

appalling weather for the original date in June. 

As ever, it was difficult to find leaders for short walks on Saturday mornings or summer 

evenings. Support for these walks is patchy so we owe special gratitude to the organisers who 

persevered.  

Through the Bristol Public Rights of Way Liaison Group, we have tried again to set up a 

procedure whereby the more sprightly “Walkers for Health” are directed to our gentlest 

walks. After that, for many people in the past, no contour line is the limit.   

To promote the Ramblers generally and Bristol Group  especially,  we set up stalls at 

Department of Work & Pensions, Lodge House - Wellbeing Event, Department of the 

Environment, Aztec West - Autumn Fayre,   Redland Fair,  and the Festival of Nature. Tony 

Parsons maintains a publicity board at our sponsors, Taunton Leisure, and supplies 

programmes to other outlets.  Thanks to Chris Sanders who revamped the stall when the New 

National Image  was vouchsafed unto us.  Neil Burlton has been working with Bristol City 

Council to recycle Bristol Backs as a series of leaflets and web publications. 

Also there were two social events:  the Wells Circular Bike Ride in April organised by Julian 

Butter & Karen O’Sullivan and a barn dance organised by Karen in November. 

The Information Technology  chaos at Central Office  makes it impossible to  say for sure 

whether  group membership rose or fell  in the  financial year,  At  30th  Sept  we think the 

figures may have been  965  members  at 775 addresses 



The committee decided to move towards an opt-in system of positive electronic distribution 

as soon as the national database makes this worthwhile.  In response to the first request 5% of 

the membership signed up to this. 

It is the Chairman’s annual pleasure to thank everybody who has done anything, not just  the 

walks leaders, but the administrators, caterers, concrete mixers, advocates, editors ( real and 

virtual),  envelope stuffers and proppers-up of stalls as well. 
 

ATTACHMENT 3 

 

BRISTOL FOOTPATH REPORT  

Dundry  Despite repeated reminders and some mild agitation from Hartcliffe’s Pride of Place Group, by the 

end of the year no progress had been made over the Hill Farm anomaly.  The ward councillor, Tim Kent, who is 

also chair of the PRoW & Greens committee, was going to approach the farmer.  If his blandishments, like the 

intervention of the NFU fail, the Council really should use its powers to create a path.  This problem, the result 

of a bureaucratic blunder, has been dragging on for years and needs to be resolved. 

Riverside Paths On the Monarch’s Way at Netham and the Severnside Link alongside the Portway,   there 

has been significant progress this year towards the dedication and subsequent maintenance we have been 

pressing for.  The National Trust, Network Rail, a private landowner, have all been helpful and we expect some 

BCC departments to follow suit.   Buy the champagne and lay it down for a while. 

Purdown   As expected the Evil Education Empire had its way.  Bristol Council was so determined to win it 

hired a QC: for the Inquiry unprecedented in my experience of Town & Country Planning Act Diversion Orders. 

Hanham Towpath.  An interesting anomaly as the path is in South Glos but Bristol is responsible for it under 

the 1803 Docks Act.  Once again, the council found money for the Learned Friends.  For walkers, the path isn’t 

too bad, so I am leaving it to the CTC or BHS to serve an order to have it put in repair, should either organisation 

see fit. 

Claims and Obstructions.   A couple of local groups have been advised on the claims procedure.  Some 

obstructions were reported and efficiently dealt with. 

Stakeholder Group Cllr Harrison has mooted the idea of a Pedestrian Stakeholder Group in Bristol and 

discussed this with the Secretary of the Joint Local Action Forum.  We await further information and a formal 

invitation to join. 

Practical Work    For the first time in decades, Bristol Group (with the vast experience of Peter Mills from 

Southwold to help) did some practical footpath work.  After much negotiation and with poor grace one section of 

BCC agreed that we could provide the waymarking for the Bristol Triangle at Badocks Wood that another 

section of BCC funded several years ago. It has since been vandalised.   Our general offer to help with 

waymarking and clearance was received with modified rapture and then subjected to the Health & Safety Rule 

Book.  I said this was Bureaucrat Code for “No thanks”, leaving it to the next Bristol Group Footpath Officer to  

pursue the matter if she had the patience.    

Funding The PRoW section of BCC is said to be underfunded, a problem that Alderman Martin the positive 

and knowledgeable chair of the PRoW Liaison Group is pledged to solve.  Plain citizens reading this report may 

wonder why the Council turns away unpaid labour and lavishes money on lawyers. 

Three items crossing the Unitary Authority Boundary:   

The major general issue of the year was “Gating”, the suspension of Rights of Way in the fatuous hope 

that this will prevent crime and disorder.  This is a general issue because the Government did not allow user 

groups to be formally consulted about gating orders as they are about other path orders.  Government did, 

however, require that Local Access Fora be advised.  If the plan was that a handpicked, well-balanced  cut price 

QUANGO  might not be too zealous about users’ rights, that plan has failed  locally where  Joint Local Access 

Forum   is taking a strong line  

Bristol and South Glos were partners in the cycling city bid. Winning the money seems not to have had 

much effect in S Glos, but the Bristol PRoW section was disrupted for much of the year. As an administrative 

problem this has now been resolved. The engineers’ enthusiasm for tarmac and neon, the “Swindon aesthetic” 

remains.   

Though by the end of September we had not been to check, the cross-boundary paths at Filton were 

supposed to have been cleared on their legal lines during the month. (Apart from the attitude of the Golf Club, 



the main difficulty  was that an order  made in 1959 had never been duly processed, recorded on the Definitive 

Map,  shown on the OS map.) 

 

 

Attachment 4 

Susan Carter made an oral supplement concerning the current situation re car 

parking on the Downs for visitors to the Zoo on Summer Sundays.  In August 

last year, the Committee had asked her to investigate this. In line with their 

longstanding policy, Bristol Ramblers had already objected earlier that year to 

an application by the Zoo to continue using the Downs.    The time available to 

consider the application had been only three weeks and the Committee assumed 

permission had been granted as parking had continued.  Susan had discovered 

that this was not so and had ensured that the application was considered by 

councillors instead of only by officers    The outcome was that the Zoo was given 

permission to continue for one more year.  However they are now requesting 

permission to continue for another 5 years.  Again there is likely to be only 

about three weeks available to oppose a planning application.  Alternatives to 

parking on the Downs would be the Zoo’s preferred option which is for the park 

and ride at Shirehampton to be open on a Sunday with a bus service to the Zoo. 

This is particularly attractive as 80% of the visitors arriving by car come from 

South Wales.  However the council will not open it on Sundays.  An alternative 

option would be for the Zoo to build either a multi-storey car park or an 

underground car park on land they own.   

Susan asked for comments from people at the AGM.  There were several points 

raised: 

Val Howard thought that the members should have been consulted before the 

Bristol Ramblers had opposed the case last year.  Susan responded that the time 

scale had been very short.  The matter had been agreed with the committee.  

Chris Holloway thought arguments that the car park spoilt the area of the 

Downs were exaggerated.  He also believed that there would be problems with 

the P & R as many visitors would have young children and would not consider 

completing the journey by bus.  Finally he added that he believed that the 

campaign last year had given Bristol Ramblers a bad name.  Susan said that 

nearly all the comments she had received were favourable. In any case, last year 

Bristol Ramblers was the most prominent group to object.  This year there would 

be several others.   Mary Cross said that several years ago it had been 

suggested that people could catch the train from Temple Meads to Clifton 

Downs Station with a bus connection from there.  The trains now run on a 

Sunday from Temple Meads to Clifton Down. 

Susan said she will continue to campaign on this.  This year the council has 

agreed to have a pre meeting with interested groups.  She asked any members 

who wished to join her to contact her. 
 



 

Attachment 5 

 

Financial Statement for 2008/2009 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Attachment 6 
 
 

Change of Name of the Group 
 

John Wrigley presented the case for a change of name from Bristol 

Ramblers to Bristol Walkers (See Attachment 4).  The case had 

previously been presented in the Boot.  Stephen Draper seconded the 

case.  He said he had been a member for over 20 years and supported its 

aims.  However he concluded that Ramblers no longer encompasses what 

we do.  Many other Ramblers groups do not offer the number of walks, 

and the range of walks in terms of length and severity that Bristol Group 

offer.  Over the years the walks offered by Ramblers Holidays have also 

become shorter and less severe. 

 



Members were asked to comment on the proposal.  

 

Those Against 

 

Sylvia Popham had several comments.  She said that it was claimed that 

the name Ramblers put younger people off.  However after consultation 

the Ramblers Association had not changed the word in their name.  

Whilst walking with members of the group may be the main reason for 

some people joining, the majority of members do not go on the walks.  

Many join to support the Ramblers work in supporting access.  According 

to the article in the Boot the group needed to attract younger (but 40+) 

members.  These people, due to work commitments, would be most likely 

to walk on Sundays.  However there were few short walks on Sundays and 

because of the early starts could not be reached by public transport.  

Brunel group have some shorter walks and sometimes start later on 

Sundays.  They also have a wide range of social events.  She pointed out 

that it was understandable that members of Brunel Group would want to 

continue walking with their friends in that group when they reached the 

age of 40. 

Chris Holloway said he was against the change.  He said that currently if 

people search in Google for Bristol ramblers our website is top of the 

list.  He was not sure whether if the name became Bristol Walkers it 

would come top of the list when a search was made for this name.  He 

suggested there should be more market research, partly to see if more 

people would be likely to join and also to see how many were likely to 

leave.  He queried the need for more members when we already have over 

800.  Finally he suggested it would be more useful to find out why some 

people join the group and then do not rejoin after a year.   

Susan Carter said when she joined the group she knew of the Ramblers 

and easily found the website for Bristol Ramblers and queried if the 

website would be found if the name was Bristol Walkers and one 

searched for Bristol Ramblers.  Roy Mathias thought there may be a 

problem as there is already a walking for health group named Bristol 

Walking Group. 

Mary Cross said she had left some money in her will specifically to the 

Bristol Ramblers Group and a name change could affect this.  There may 

be other people who have done the same. 

Jill Barrand said that she also walks with the Dorset Group.  She said she 

has found that with Ramblers walks she knows what to expect. 

 

6.2  Those in Favour 

 



Nigel Andrews said he was strongly in favour of the name change.  Whilst 

the RA had retained the name Ramblers, there magazine was called Walk, 

the handbook was called Walk Britain and there was soon going to be a 

Festival of Winter Walks.  He was worried about us finding walk leaders 

in the future.  The name Bristol Walkers sums up exactly what we do.  He 

stressed there would still be the strong link with National campaigns. 

 

Anna Kulisa said that when she joined the group at the age of 39 most 

members were aged 30-40.  We don’t get any people in that age range 

now.  The name Ramblers is not cool; not modern. 

 

Chris Sanders asked for confirmation that there was now a Brunel 40+ 

group.  Peter said there was.   

 

Charlie Roberts, a member of Brunel Group, said people had come to them 

because they don’t like the name Ramblers.   

 

Trudy Jenkins said that when she told people she was a member of the 

Ramblers they responded “you’re too young”. 

 

David Pingstone said that members of two other walking groups he was in 

had a poor impression of the Ramblers. 

 

6.3 Other Comments 

 

Clive Richardson pointed out the problem of finding leaders for the walks.  

This will become even worse if there are no new younger members. 

 

Geoff Woolfe said he had come along with an open mind.  However he said 

he felt that more than just a name change was required to encourage 

younger members. 

Harold Millbank said there had been a general decline in social activities 

(e.g. sporting club membership) in recent years.  He thought this was 

partly due to increased working hours. 

Mary Magro didn’t think the change of name would have any effect on 

membership. 

Peter Hobbs queried if there would be a line on the website home page 

saying “your local Ramblers group”.  John said this was a thing to be 

decided by the committee if the name was changed. 

 

7.4 Summing Up 

 



John said people had heard arguments for and against.  There is an age 

gap between the youngest members of our group and Brunel group.  He 

believed the way to reduce that gap is to change our name.  He said there 

was no money available to have carried out market research.  Taunton 

Leisure had told him they thought the name change would be a good idea. 

Finally he asked “if we were starting now what would we call the group?” 

The committee had considered some other names but considered Bristol 

Walkers to be the best 

 


