
Ramblers’ Association 
Bristol Ramblers – Annual General Meeting 

 
December 5th 2007 

United Reform Church, Redland Park, Bristol 7.30 p.m. 
 
Committee members present: Nigel Andrews, Tony Carter, Peter Gould,  
Roy Mathias, John Wrigley, David Pingstone, Maddie Pingstone, Chris Sanders, 
Tony Parsons 
 
A list of Bristol RA members present is filed with the minutes. 
 
1. Chairman’s welcome – introduction 
 

Nigel Andrews welcomed members to the AGM. 
 

2. Apologies for absence 
 

Apologies were received from: 
 
Louise Andrews, Anna Kulisa, Sue Hawkins, Neil Burlton, Robert Riley, 
Sandy Riley, Geoff Daniels  

3. Minutes of the previous AGM 
 

The minutes of the previous AGM were accepted by the meeting. 
Proposed by Mary Magro, seconded by David Pingstone. 

 
4. Matters arising 
 

There were no matters arising. 
 

5. Footpath Officer’s report 
 

A copy of the Footpath Officer’s report was circulated at the meeting 
and a copy is filed with the minutes. The report was accepted by the 
meeting. 
Proposed by Maureen Johnson, seconded by Chris Holloway 
 

6. Treasurer’s report 
 
Copies of the accounts for the year ended 30th September 2007 were 
circulated at the meeting and a copy is filed with the minutes. 
 
Tony Carter reminded members that there are two accounts, the 
administration fund (day to day running of the group) and the project 
fund. The area donation is the same as it has been for the last three 
years. As in 2006 some of the costs of the programme and The Boot 
were funded from the projects’ account.  
 
Jeremy Clyde noted the cost of production and distribution the program 
and the Boot (about £2000).  He asked if the committee had considered 
distributing the information using email.  John Wrigley said the main 
reason was that the group did not know the email addresses of most of 
the members.  This was in spite of having previously asked members for 
this information.  Chris Sanders suggested that RA Central Office should 
ask members for their email addresses.  Nigel suggested that the 
committee should consider contacting CO to suggest that this info 
appears on membership forms.  John Maher pointed out that sending 



emails with attachments to a large number of people may present 
problems.  He mentioned a system used by another association where 
information was distributed to members via a Google Group.  The 
association loaded documentation to the group site from which members 
could access it. (see attachment 1). 
 
Mary Magro queried why the Footpath Officer, Peter Gould, had received 
no funds this financial year.  Peter replied that he was now funded by 
Avon Area.  
 
The Accounts were approved by the meeting. 
Proposed by John Wrigley, seconded by Chris Sanders 
 

7. Chairman’s report 
 

A copy of the Chairman’s report is filed with the minutes. 
 
Nigel said he was encouraged by the large number and variety of walks 
presented during the previous year.  He asked if there were any members 
who had not previously led walks but would like to do so.  He said anyone 
interested to contact the appropriate walk coordinator.  
He also mentioned the popularity of the Bristol Ramblers Website. 
Chris Holloway made an appeal for articles to go on the website and also 
for people to provide photographs taken on C walks. 
 
The Chairman’s Report was approved by the meeting. 
Proposed by Chris Sanders, seconded by Peter Gould 

 
8. Election of Officers 
 

8.1 Chairman 
 
Nigel said he was standing down as Chairman but was happy to continue 
being on the committee.  He asked for nominations for Chairman.  John 
Wrigley proposed Jane Wood.  Jane introduced herself to the meeting.  
She said she had been a member of RA for about 10 years, originally in 
the London area and then the last two years in Bristol.  She said she was 
impressed by the range of walks available with the Bristol Group, and 
wanted to contribute something to the group.  As she had experience in 
chairmanship she had decided to offer her services as Chairman of the 
Bristol Group.  She said she currently walks with the A group but hoped 
soon to also go out on some mid week walks. 
 
There were no other people at the meeting who offered to be chairman 
and so no election was necessary. 
Jane was accepted as the new chairman 
Proposed by John Wrigley, seconded by Val Howard 

 
All other members of the committee were happy to continue for a 
further year. 
 
8.2 Other Committee members with specific roles were 
 
Secretary: Roy Mathias,   
Treasurer: Tony Carter,  
Footpath Officer: Peter Gould 
Membership Secretary: Maddie Pingstone 
Programme Secretary: John Wrigley 
Minutes Secretary and Publicity Officer: Tony Parsons 



 
Nigel suggested that unless there were any other persons interested in 
volunteering for any of these roles (and there were none) then these 
members should continue in their current roles.  
 
Proposed by Graham Hoyle, seconded by Chris Holloway 
 
8.3 Other committee members for next year were:  
 
David Pingstone, Chris Sanders, Neil Burlton and Nigel Andrews. 
Again Nigel suggested approval of the acceptance of these four 
members. 
  
Proposed by Jean Osbourne,  seconded by Mary Magro. 

 
8.4 Newsletter editor – Anna Kulisa (position continues) 
 
8.5     Web officer – Chris Holloway (position continues) 
 

9. Confirmation of auditor 
 

The auditor was confirmed as Keith Jones. Tony Carter believed Keith 
Jones was happy to continue in this role. 
Accept Keith Jones as auditor for 2007/2008: 
Proposed by John Wrigley, seconded by Chris Holloway. 
 

10. Correspondence 
 

There was no correspondence. 
 

11. Any other business 
 

11.1  Extra Walk 
 
Bridget Gregory said she was going to lead an additional walk at Weston 
super Mare on 23rd of December.  Meet at the Treasury at 9.15. 
 
11.2 Mid Week Walks 

 
Mary Magro had a point regarding the proposal to double up the number 
of Wednesday walks.  She said that the current recommendation was 
that Wednesday walks should make use of public transport.  However she 
suggested that if there were two walks on Wednesdays then one need 
not necessarily use public transport.  Roy Mathias, who (with Neil 
Burlton) had proposed there being two walks on Wednesdays said that it 
was their plan that the second walk need not be a public transport walk. 
Peter Gould said that midweek walks were initially set up as public 
transport walks and he would be disappointed if this did not continue. 
 
Eileen Elsey suggested that it would be useful sometimes to have a 
central meeting place for Wednesday walkers.  Nigel said this should be 
discussed elsewhere, among the Wednesday walkers. 
 
11.3 Railway Walks 
 
Peter said he was planning to organise some railway walks in 2008.  These 
would be in the Severnside Partnership Area which covers lines to Severn 
Beach, Cam and Dursley, Freshford and Taunton.  He was keen to hear 
from volunteers prepared to lead these walks. 



 
11.4 Peter Jackson 

 
Graham Hoyle said he had brought in some leaflets which had belonged to 
the late Peter Jackson.  He invited members to take any items they were 
interested in.  
 
11.5 Samaritans Way South West 

 
Graham Hoyle thanked the committee for the time spent considering 
funding for a new edition of the Samaritans Way South West Guide Book.  
He said they had now found a different source of funding.  He said the 
SWSW project had involved faults being corrected on at least 150 
footpaths, including installation of 30 footbridges. 
He said he was keen that further developments would continue involving 
the Ramblers Association.   Nigel thanked Graham for all his efforts 
setting up the path. 
 
11.6 Juvenile Walks and a Night Walk 

 
David Riddle said people had asked him about shorter walks to include 
children, say once a month.  Was there any interest in this and anyone 
willing to lead such walks?  Anyone interested should contact David 
Riddle. 
(Mention on website/Boot ? )   
Nigel reminded members that David also had a night walk planned for 
next June.  For further details contact David or see the Group’s website. 
 
11.7  Programs 
 
Chris Holloway said that a couple of years ago it was decided to issue 
programs every three months rather than every six.  He said this 
involved extra work and wondered if four monthly programs might be a 
good compromise.  Nigel pointed out that this would be difficult as Area 
documentation is sent out every three months. 
 
11.8  Longtown Mountain Rescue 
 
For several years a donation of £50.00 has been made to Longtown 
Mountain Rescue Team. It was agreed that a contribution of £75.00 
should be made this year. 
 
11.9 Social Events 

 
Nigel said that Karen O’Sullivan had recently arranged a successful 
Bowling evening.  He asked any members who had ideas for future events 
should let a committee member or Karen know.  Karen said other ideas 
for a social event were: Cheese and wine evening, Barn dancing and a 
Barbecue.  
 
11.10 Sustrans 
 
Peter Hobbs spoke about the Lottery fund 50million pound giveaway. 
This is where the National Lottery is giving £50,000,000 to one of four 
projects.  The four are Sherwood Forest, Black Country Museum, Eden 
Project and Sustrans.  Which receives the money will depend on the 
result of a public vote.  Peter said the Sustrans project, connect2, is to 
provide additional missing links in the National Cycle Network.  This 
network is obviously very useful to walkers as well as cyclists.  Peter gave 



details of how to vote.  Chris Holloway said he had set up a link from the 
Bristol Ramblers website to the relevant website. 

 
12 Conclusion 

 
Nigel concluded the meeting by saying how pleased he had been with the 
number of people attending and with the involvement in the discussions. 
He wished everyone well in the coming year. 
 
Peter Hobbs thanked Nigel for his large contribution to the Group over 
the previous year, both as Chairman and as a walk leader. 
The floor showed its appreciation in the usual way. 

 
Attachment 1 
 
The following is a copy of an email from John Maher to Chris Sanders re Google Groups. 
Note that an alternative would be for members to download the program and the Boot from the 
Bristol Ramblers Website. 
 
Dear Chris, 

Setting a Google group up is very easy, most of it is a question of  ticking boxes about how the 

Group should operate. Google provide a Tour to describe these, see 

http://groups.google.com/intl/en/googlegroups/tour3/index.html#?lnk=hptt 

  

However it is probably easier to see the GGs as it might benefit an organisation. I run the Morris Ring 

website (http://www.themorrisring.org), this is public and this everything that appears on it is shared with the 

planet! As an organisation, the Morris Ring, has just over 200 member clubs, there are no individual members. 

Our Secretary (we call him a Bagman), Charlie, sends out information about meetings, writes a newsletter, and 

acts like most club secretaries. Information goes out over snail mail, as it has done for the last 70+ years, that 

will continue. Until last year (March), he used to send an email to a large group of individuals (the Bagmen for 

the member clubs, and others). Mass emails are fraught with problems, not the least of which is being mistaken 

(or automatically designated), as spam. There is an additional problem with large attached files, the latest 

newsletter was 3.8MB, in that not everyone has a fast internet connection, and even with a so-called fast 

connection there are large variations in speed for receipt and transmission of files. What was needed was a 

private (or moderately so) method of sending out information over the internet. 

  

There are systems (known as content management systems), other  related private systems involving portals, and 

various home grown methods, which get around this by having a membership/login system. Running such a 

system is not trivial, involves a lot of work, and can be very expensive if you employ a professional web 

company. 

  

Yahoo Groups have been around for several years, I'm a member of  these also, but find they are rather 

unreliable, I'm also not so convinced about the security. 

  

Google started their Group System a couple of years ago. I suggested  we start a GG, at least to find out whether 

it would be useful. 

  

There have been various grumbles, some people don't like joining the Google Group system and setting up an 

'account', however this is secure since it  operates via an https connection. The various groups can either be : 

private - not listed/searched by Google and only visible on the web as a set of headings, people have to apply to 

join or be invited 

public - seen by anyone, but still with controls of various degrees  of latitude as to who can join. 

It probably depends whether you trust Google and the information.  

They are certainly better than HMG! 

  

We now have 300+ members, Morris side (group) bagmen, squires (chairmen), treasurers and any interested 

individuals (there are potentially several thousand of those). We  have a continual trickle of requests to join the 

system, for this all I (or the other two managers) have to do is fill in a form with the new members email and a 

welcome message. The person who sets the group up becomes the ’Owner', me, but Charlie and our Treasurer 

act as 'Managers'. 

  

http://groups.google.com/intl/en/googlegroups/tour3/index.html#?lnk=hptt
http://www.themorrisring.org/


E-mail traffic is not onerous - that is men have not indulged in trivial messages. Charlie, our Squire and 

Treasurer are very enthusiastic, the latter not least because the system is free. 

  

I wrote a general description for the Morris Ring Google Group at  

http://www.themorrisring.org/google_group/index.html 

  

If you want to see a public Group, look at uk.rec.walking, it is at 

http://groups.google.com/group/uk.rec.walking/about it is a Usenet  

group rather than one of the newer Google groups, so is mainly for discussion - an electronic bulletin board. 

Thus there are no web pages. 

  

I hope this helps. 

regards 

  

  

John Maher 

 

e-mail: john.maher@mac.com 

 
 
 

 

http://www.themorrisring.org/google_group/index.html
http://groups.google.com/group/uk.rec.walking/about

